1994 ford festiva

The Ford Festiva is a subcompact car that was marketed by Ford between and Festiva was sold
in Japan , the Americas , and Australia. The name "Festiva" is derived from the Spanish word
for " festive ". It was not related to the similarly sized and named Ford Fiesta , and was not
replaced by the Ford Ka , which is smaller. Designed by Mazda using the DA platform and B
series inline-four engines , the Festiva continued the trend of Fords built and designed by
Mazda for the Asia-Pacific market such as the Laser and Telstar. South Korean first generation
sales began in under the name Kia Pride , assembled by Kia under license. Australasia and
Europe received the first version between and as the " Mazda ". After , Australasian sales
occurred under the "Ford Festiva" name, while European sales continued under the name "Kia
Pride". Kia ended production of the Pride in This ongoing production has been in parallel to the
second generation Festiva introduced in , sold as the Ford Aspire in North America and Kia
Avella in South Korea and other markets. Although these second generations models were
withdrawn in , a third generation was sold between and in Japan as a badge-engineered version
of the Mazda Demio. The first generation Ford Festiva was designed by Mazda in Japan at the
request of parent company Ford. It has a special body kit and a prominent bonnet bulge, and
went on sale on 1 December Mazda began producing the Festiva as the "Mazda " for Australia
and Europe in , but this model was never retailed in Japan. Ford Australia's action was
paralleled in Europe where Kia started exporting three- and five-door hatchback, four-door
sedan, and five-door wagon variants of the Kia Pride in under their own name. In Taiwan , it was
assembled using complete knock-down kits from via the local joint venture Ford Lio Ho. The
edition of Monash University 's Used Car Safety Ratings UCSR , found that the first generation
Festiva provides a "worse than average" two out of five stars level of safety in the event of an
accident , in a comparison to other "light cars". Mazda began selling the as a single three-door
hatchback body variant in to sit below the larger model. The was sold in Australia from March
The 1. Mazda issued an update for the released in October for the Australian market with a new
grille insert, body-hued exterior trim, redesigned instrumentation and interior seats and trim.
The original Pride was only available as a three-door hatchback, while the five-door was added
in June The four-door sedan model, the Pride Beta, arrived in November , and the range was
completed by the three-door van and five-door wagon in February Until the Mazda was replaced
in late , Kia-badged cars were only exported to certain tertiary markets. The Pride was replaced
in by the Rio. The Pride launched in the United Kingdom in June , fitted with both the 1. Fuel
injection appeared on the 1. At this time, the 1. In June , it was relaunched in an entry-level
three-door now called S with the higher-level three- and five-doors known as the SX. Compared
to these versions, the SAIPA features revised rear styling with a longer liftback tail, and different
interior design. K to and New P. K to models, which utilize Renault 5 bodies. The Kia Pride firstly
involved in a joint venture in Zhuhai, Guangdong Province with automobile company
Guangtong Motors, where they were producing cars under a licence. The batch of cars would
firstly be imported into China where parts are brought in later and the company would assemble
the finished product. Chinese production ended in December The second model Ford Festiva
was jointly developed between Kia and Ford, retaining most of the drivetrain of the previous
model with a more rounded body style. This new Festiva was slightly longer, wider, more
aerodynamic, and suspended by MacPherson struts in the front and a torsion beam axle in the
rear. While it was sold in certain markets as a second generation Festiva, Ford renamed it the
"Aspire" in North American markets, where the five-door model was offered for the first time. In
South Korea, the car was badged "Kia Avella". The sedan version was mainly restricted to the
South Korean market, although it was also available with Festiva badging in Taiwan. These
engines were:. Transmission options comprised a five-speed manual transmission , although all
models could be optioned with a four-speed automatic. Australian and U. In , the Festiva
received a new front bumper with an oval grille, reshaped headlamps, and other minor changes.
The Aspire was dropped from the Ford range in the United States after The second generation
Festiva continued to be sold in Australia until when it was replaced by the Ford Ka. Australian
second-generation Festivas have U. These redundant reflectors, coupled with the orange side
indicator repeater which is not required in the U. Kia developed their following model, the Kia
Rio, completely independently, and finished their relationship with Ford. Like the first
generation, the edition of the Used Car Safety Ratings UCSR by Monash University in Australia
found the second series Festiva to provide a "worse than average" two out of five stars safety
protection level in the event of an accident. The Ford Aspire was sold in North America from to
It was the replacement for the Ford Festiva. It was the first car in its class to have dual airbags
standard and antilock brakes optional. It came in two and four door body styles, both
hatchbacks. The two door was available in base and SE trim while the four door was only
available in base trim. The SE model offered a sporting package that consisted of fog lights,
rear spoiler, alloy wheels, blue face instrument cluster with tachometer, and upgraded interior

trim. The Aspire had very few options for the base model: cassette player, automatic
transmission, rear defrost and wiper, alloy wheels, and a comfort and convenience package that
had several minor interior upgrades. Due to slow sales the SE model was dropped after along
with all of its optional equipment. The base model also lost its optional alloy wheels and rear
wiper, making the Aspire a true "stripper" of a car. Power steering was only available with the
five-door automatic. The Aspire was given a facelift in with redesigned front and rear bumpers,
a new radio, and new seat facings. In August , Ford announced the Aspire would be
discontinued due to slow sales. The last one rolled off the assembly line on September 26,
Sales of the Kia Avella totalled , in but dropped to only 27, in The Avella was primarily intended
for export markets carrying Ford badging, as South Korean customers tended to prefer sedans
over hatchbacks. It was sold in a very few export markets with Kia badging, such as Malta. The
Kia Avella was discontinued in although production for some export markets continued until , it
and the Pride first generation Festiva were collectively replaced by the Kia Rio in Optional
equipment included air conditioning , power locks, power mirrors, power windows, folding rear
seats, dimming interior mirror, a tachometer , and aluminum wheels. Five-speed manuals as
well as three- or four-speed automatic transmissions were available. Sales of the second
generation Festiva ended in for the Japanese market, being replaced by generation threeâ€”a
badge engineered Mazda Demio DW. Known as the "Ford Festiva Mini Wagon", the
Japanese-only model range consisted of a single five-door hatchback body style available with
either a 1. Transmission options were a three-speed or four-speed automatic and a five-speed
manual. Production continued until Mazda ceased manufacture of the equivalent Demio in
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Model, 1. My Festiva is all original except for the tires and some new parts here and there for
routine maintenance. I keep the air pressure in my original size tires at max level and the car
rides really smooth. Handling is pretty good, and surprisingly it performs well in higher gears
despite the small engine size. I love the simplicity of the car. Considering what transportation
costs nowadays I strongly believe the reason they stopped selling this little gem in the US was
because it would have seriously injured the auto industry for sales of new cars. As everyone
knows, it's a Mazda which was sold all over the World, mostly in emerging markets. I love
Fords. I love Mazda, and I love Kia, so this can't get any better in my opinion. My Festiva is 23
years old as of my review and the paint is still like new. The interior cloth seats have started to
disintegrate from the sun, but all the plastics have held up well. I put a couple seat covers on
the front seats and it's like new again. Since I've owned the car I have replaced a few
inexpensive parts, and the front windshield. The factory air conditioner works great in the
Arizona summer but can cause power loss and my engine temperature to rise a bit. The engine
is bulletproof and if you look online for videos there are people who video document their
Festiva's turning over some serious mileage one video I saw showed a Festiva with , miles. It is
really fun to drive and I love taking mine on occasional long scenic drives into the mountains to
stretch it's legs. The car gets a lot of attention wherever I take it, and someone always asks
where they can get one. Parts are easy to find online eBay, etc. The car was 24 years old. I listed
it online and it sold in less than hours. The lady that bought said she owned one back in the s
and always wished she still had it. Yes, the Festiva is popular, especially among people who
previously owned one and are familiar with the utility and reliability. I've owned two of these
cars, the last one I still own. It's almost as if this car was built way before its time. Now with gas
what it is, I hear less and less laughing. It's pretty obvious in cars of this size bueracracy is the
only thing standing between fuel economy and cars that boast of 23 MPG. This car gets 40 MPG
all day long. My buddy and I collected 7 of these cars way before cas went up. We made topless
parade vehicles, drove them and parted them. Now, we always have parts and drive like-new
93's. It was dumb luck, but oh-so-sweet. I drive mine around town, he bounces back and forth to
Key west in his. They are a dream at 70, but commute like motorcycles. Seven years later, I still
have it. Getting fantastic gas mileage is addictive. It is also a great city car, no self respecting
car thief or jacker will mess with a lowly Festiva. Not a great car to be in during an accident, but
it is nimble enough to avoid situations bigger cars couldn't. I hope not. The Edmonds pricing for
the Festiva is a joke, I can sell this car for what I paid for it tomorrow. They are revered for their
reliability, storage, and mileage. All the same reasons I will keep driving it until it dies. Write a
review. See all 30 reviews. Consumer ratings and reviews are also available for the Ford Festiva
and all its trim types. Overall, Edmunds users rate the Festiva 4. Edmunds consumer reviews
allow users to sift through aggregated consumer reviews to understand what other drivers are
saying about any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating breakdowns including performance,
comfort, value, interior, exterior design, build quality, and reliability are available as well to
provide shoppers with a comprehensive understanding of why customers like the Festiva.
Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Ford Festiva and
all model years in our database. Our rich content includes expert reviews and recommendations
for the Festiva featuring deep dives into trim levels and features, performance, mpg, safety,
interior, and driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test and performance data,
long-term road tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This review was written by a
member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team drives every car you can
buy. We put the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they drive and comparing
them in detail to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so we pay attention to all
the different ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if there's enough room for
our families and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite drink fits in the cupholder.
Our editors want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits your life. Simply research
the type of car you're interested in and then select a car from our massive database to find
cheap vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in,
check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other
owners paid for the Ford Festiva. Edmunds has deep data on over 6 million new, used, and
certified pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and specs information like:
MSRP, average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and maintenance , features

upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise control, parking
assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires, wheel type, tire
size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to compare
vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior features,
specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating, and color.
Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is
the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher
monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the
other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're
someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches. My
notifications My Account. Home Ford Ford Festiva. Review Features Save. View Photos.
Appraise this car. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Sponsored cars
related to the Festiva. Most helpful consumer reviews 5 out of 5 stars, Proven reliability. The
Edmunds experts tested the Festiva both on the road and at the track. You probably care about
Ford Festiva fuel economy, so it's important to know that the Festiva gets an EPA-estimated 33
mpg. And then there's safety and reliability. Learn more. To determine whether the Ford Festiva
is reliable, read Edmunds' authentic consumer reviews, which come from real owners and
reveal what it's like to live with the Festiva. Look for specific complaints that keep popping up in
the reviews, and be sure to compare the Festiva's average consumer rating to that of competing
vehicles. There's a lot to consider if you're wondering whether the Ford Festiva is a good car.
Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo capacity and feature availability should all be factors in
determining whether the Festiva is a good car for you. Check back soon for the official
Edmunds Rating from our expert testing team Learn more. Other versions include: Learn more.
If you're interested in the Ford Festiva, the next question is, which Festiva model is right for
you? What do people think of the Ford Festiva? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds experts
have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Ford Festiva and all model years in
our database. Our Review Process This review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial
team of expert car reviewers. Which Ford Festivas are available in my area? Can't find a new
Ford Festivas you want in your area? Consider a broader search. Why trust Edmunds? Should I
lease or buy a Ford Festiva? Check out Ford lease specials. Sign Up. There was a time when
Ford was a major player in the small car market, but the company seemingly lost its way in the
mid 90s when it cut the popular Laser and Festiva models. Both were strong performers in their
respective market segments, but Ford chose to dump them in preference to small cars coming
out of Europe. When the Festiva was a budget priced model aimed at those wanting affordable
transport the Ka was aimed at the trendsetters who preferred style and were prepared to pay a
premium for it. It was much the same story with Laser, once one of our most popular small cars.
While the Festiva wore a Ford badge in reality Kia built it in Korea. Nothing wrong with that, the
Kia brand has been well regarded since arriving here in its own right in , and the Festiva did
nothing that should tarnish the brand. Ford unveiled the front-wheel drive WB Festiva in It was a
bubbly little car that came in three and five-door hatch versions, with one engine choice, a
choice of manual and auto transmissions, and two levels of trim and equipment. The Trio
three-door hatch introduced the Festiva. Outside it had colour-matched bumpers, a tiny rear lip
spoiler across the rear window, and a rear window wiper and washer. Step up to the GLi
five-door hatch and you got all of that plus tinted windows, plush velour trim, a tilt adjustable
steering column, power steering â€¦ and a right side rear seat pocket. The engine powering the
Festiva was a single overhead camshaft 1. Even with multipoint fuel injection, and two valves
per cylinder, it put out a modest 47 kW at revs, along with Nm at revs, which meant there was no
chance of damaging your neck when you buried the right pedal in the carpet. At best it was a
willing performer, although the noise that came with rising revs made it less than pleasant when
stirred along. When pitted against the clock the Festiva required Fuel consumption is clearly the
more important measure of a small car. It must be economical, and the Festiva returned city
consumption around 7. For transmissions the Festiva buyer could tick a five-speed manual or a
three-speed auto. The manual is the better choice, the five-speed shifts nicely, and gets the
most out of the engine, where the three-speed lacks ratios and is a little
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clunky. Its handling was nimble and safe rather than sporting. Air-conditioning was an option.
Most should have had a cam belt replacement , km , or are fast approaching the mileage where
they will need one. Uncaring owners may have chosen to miss the change and save the money
so be sure to quiz sellers to determine the state of play. Check for signs of crash damage, like

poorly fitting doors or rear hatch, ill-fitting bumpers. Also check for minor bumps and scrapes
that come with a life spent in supermarket parking lots. Some colours, particularly the reds and
pinks that were used on the Festiva, are prone to fading in the Aussie sun. View all Ford Festiva
pricing and specifications. Sorry, there are no cars that match your search. Graham Smith.
Pricing guides Lowest Price. Range and Specs Other cars to consider. See all Toyota Starlet
prices. See all Nissan Micra prices. See all Holden Barina prices. Have you considered? Ford
Festiva cars for sale. Volkswagen Transporter review: T6.

