2002 ford focus alternator replacement

The Ford Focus was introduced in North America in the year and they continued production
until While it was a very popular model during its time, and during some years sold nearly
quarter of a million units, it was not without its problems. The model year for the Ford Focus
was plagued with problems. In fact, Carcomplaints. If you have one already, or you're not sure
what makes this vehicle such a problem, Let's start by taking a look at the alternator. Most
people believe that the electrical power in their vehicle is supplied by the battery. That is not
technically true. The battery is what provides the power to start your vehicle. When your car is
running, the alternator is what generates the power to keep things going. The battery is what
kicks the starter motor into gear when you turn the key in the ignition or press the button to get
your car started. At that point the alternator takes over and not only keeps the electrical
systems in your vehicle like the radio and the lights running, it also charges the battery to keep
it operational. Those who are not entirely familiar with the functions of a car probably hadn't
thought of this before, but that is the reason why you can drive for many hours without killing
your battery but if you park the car and leave the headlights on for too long the battery will be
dead by the next morning. It's the alternator that allows your battery to maintain a charge. If
you're not sure where the alternator is in a Ford Focus, there are a number of videos online
made by skilled mechanics demonstrating the process of replacing the alternator inside of a
Ford Focus. The years to were essentially the same engine layout, so getting in there to get the
alternator out was basically the same for each vehicle. If you happen to have a bad alternator in
your Ford Focus right now, replacing that yourself would not be the easiest thing to do. It's a bit
of an involved repair job and is likely best left to a professional. Still, if you'd like to know more
about it, you can check out a video like this one to get a good walkthrough of where it's located
in the vehicle. Among the myriad of problems that owners of the Ford Focus experienced was
an inexplicable issue with alternator failures. According to Carcomplaints. Because the car is so
old at this point this is all out of warranty, so the cost falls on the owner rather than Ford for
these replacements. The problem typically arises around 66, miles. Some drivers reported
having these alternator issues within the first four or five years of ownership. One of the main
problems as it relates to this issue is that there doesn't seem to be any particularly easily
identifiable cause. Typically, if an alternator fails it's for an easily definable reason. And often
that means when you replace it, it works fine again. For the alternator to continually fail means
that there is a larger issue with the electrical system in the Ford Focus. Unfortunately, this was
never properly diagnosed in any way. Without an adequate reason for why the alternators
continue to fail a Ford Focus, the problem is one that was left to continue repeatedly. This was
never an issue that was officially acknowledged by Ford. There were 9 recalls that apply to the
Ford Focus model year, however none of them were related to alternator issues. The complaints
on Carcomplaints. One driver related having to replace the alternator on their vehicle every 6
months. That's a remarkable repair to have to go through with that frequency. When you factor
in the other issues that were abundant in the Ford Focus, In particular relating to an intake seat
valve that would fail and cause the valve to fall into the cylinder essentially destroying the entire
engine and ruining the car, you can see why worrying about this in the year is very impractical.
According to Edmunds. For this reason, if the alternator is bad on your Ford Focus it's not likely
to even be worth keeping the car around to be repaired. When consumers have complaints with
vehicles, they will often lodge them with the NHTSA to make it formal. Enough complaints about
a certain problem or a certain vehicle can instigate an investigation. Oftentimes these will lead
to vehicle recalls or even lawsuits on behalf of consumers. This led to a total of 5 investigations.
A full quarter of the complaints lodged with the national highway traffic safety administration
relating to the Ford Focus were in relation to electrical issues. Complaints have been lodged as
late as about the Ford Focus and its electrical issues. Many of them detail similar stories of
having replaced both the battery and the alternator but the problems persist. The symptoms of
this can include things like the electrical system failing without warning while driving. Many of
the complaints were just minor issues with those electrical problems and things not working
properly with cutting out. Others have been consistently more severe overall. At least one driver
reported that the electrical system would cut out in the middle of driving when they were no
longer depressing the accelerator. In these instances the car would shut down and they
narrowly avoided an accident on more than one occasion. Another issue that was prevalent with
some owners of the Ford Focus was that even when the vehicle was taken into a mechanic to
try to figure out what was wrong, it was not always easy to replicate. The alternator problems
were inconsistent in nature and sometimes electrical systems would fail, sometimes they
wouldn't. That means it was not able to be properly diagnosed. Part of the reason why it was
never formally declared an issue by Ford and no recall was ever issued. It's hard to put a
number on how many Ford Focus owners experienced issues with their alternator. We only
have limited information based on the ones who did report problems, and because there were

such a wide variety of other problems with the Ford Focus ranging across suspension issues to
engine problems and beyond, it's possible that the alternator was just one of many problems
that was never adequately specified. The biggest concern with the alternator failing in your Ford
Focus is the potential for both damage and physical injury when this occurs. The loss of
electrical power in your vehicle can cause your vehicle to not start properly or even stall out
while you're driving. This is a serious safety concern when you're behind the wheel. If your
electrical systems fail and you lose control of the vehicle in some way, then you're at the mercy
of wherever you might be on the road at the time. This could lead to accidents, and even death
in serious circumstances. The less immediate issues with a problem like this are the financial
concerns involved with your alternator failing. It's possible that your battery can suffer as a
result which would require you to replace it far more often than is necessary. And, as we've
seen, some drivers had to replace the alternator several times. That becomes a costly repair
overtime. When the vehicle isn't even worth as much as the cost of repairing it, then you
definitely have an issue. You'll have considerable other problems in your vehicle when the
alternator is not working the way it should. As we've said, the Ford Focus has been a fairly
popular vehicle for a number of years. Later models were free of many of the issues that these
earlier models were plagued by. Even though the Focus is no longer produced by Ford, late
models such as the Ford Focus and the Ford Focus were relatively problem-free. They were
consistent and reliable vehicles, and because they are much nearer they feature a lot more of
the kind of amenities that modern drivers are looking for. The Ford Focus was saddled with too
many issues to make it a recommendable vehicle. In the grand scheme of things, if you're
looking for a used car that you can get chiefly, there are probably better models that you could
take a risk on. The Ford Focus has too many problems with things like the engine and the
alternator for you to bother risking your time and money on. There are definitely better options
out there for you. Why Us? How it works What we do Blog. All Rights Reserved. Our mobile
mechanics offer services 7 days a week. Upfront and transparent pricing. Our certified mobile
mechanics can come to your home or office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9 PM. The
alternator is the component that charges the battery in your car. When you use electrical
components in your car stereo, lights, etc. The alternator recharges the battery, replenishing the
lost battery power. The alternator is located in the engine compartment. If the alternator is not
working properly, your car will only stay running for as long as the battery has power stored.
Once the battery loses power, your car will not start. Normally, a malfunctioning alternator will
turn on the battery warning light or will have a low volt gauge reading. The mechanic should
check the entire charging system before installing a new alternator, including checking battery
cables for corrosion and the condition of the battery. Ask your mechanic to inspect the
condition of the charging system during every major service. The mechanic should also clean
and tighten the battery cables during every major service. Your alternator charges your battery,
which powers the electronics in your vehicle, such as the radio and the air conditioning. The
battery is also needed to turn on your vehicle. Ford Focus Alternator Repair at your home or
office. Estimate price near me. Service Location. YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking.
Mechanic comes to you. Free 50 point safety inspection. See availability. Alternator Repair
Service How does an alternator help your car run? Before repairing the alternator: The
mechanic should check the entire charging system before installing a new alternator, including
checking battery cables for corrosion and the condition of the battery. Steps when replacing an
alternator: Inspect entire charging system battery, cables, alternator. Inspect the drive belts.
Test alternator output. Remove and replace alternator if found to be faulty. Re-test alternator
output. Our recommendation for alternator replacements: Ask your mechanic to inspect the
condition of the charging system during every major service. What common symptoms indicate
you may need to replace the Alternator? Dead battery or battery will not hold a charge. Dim
lights. Battery warning light is on. Why repairing your alternator is important: Your alternator
charges your battery, which powers the electronics in your vehicle, such as the radio and the air
conditioning. Number of Ford Focus Alternator Replacement services completed.
Yourmechanic was featured in. Popular Ford Jobs. Auto service in Your City. Meet some of our
expert Ford mechanics Real customer reviews from Ford owners like you. Excellent Rating.
Rating Summary. Rashad 0 years of experience. Request Rashad. Focus - Alternator - Hampton,
GA. Appreciate your knowledge and ability to get the job done Gustavo 15 years of experience.
Request Gustavo. Gustavo is thorough and explains everything so well! Totally recommend and
will use his services again! Junard 5 years of experience. Request Junard. Focus - Alternator Merchantville, NJ. Excellent service as usual. All repairs done in a timely manner. Thank you.
Jeffrey 14 years of experience. Request Jeffrey. Focus - Alternator - Clearwater, FL. Showed up
on time. Estimated time of job was perfect. Great service. Replaced alternator. Car on the road
again. Definitely recommended. How can we help? Read FAQ. Service type Alternator Repair.
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Showing 1 - 7 of 7 results. Featured Brands. Reviews Questions, Answers. Jun 14, Good
product, appearance and performance. Worked first time, out the box. Purchased on Jul 28, Jun
13, Good Value. It took a couple of months before I was able to have this alternator installed. My
friend who did it had no problems, and it works great. Thank you. Purchased on Nov 05, Helpful
Automotive Resources. Bad Alternator vs. Bad Battery The battery, on the other hand, supplies
electrical energy to your car when the engine is off. Also, the battery provides the current
needed to energize the starter, which then cranks the engine to get it running. Automotive
professionals break down no-start situations into two separate categories: crank-no-start and
no-crank-no-start. The alternator accomplishes these tasks through electromagnetic
inductionâ€”a phenomenon that generates electrical current from a magnetic field. P Code:
System Voltage Low All electrical components in your car need a power source in order to
work. When the engine is off, the battery is responsible for supplying the car with the electrical
current it needs to power certain functions. Why are My Headlights Flickering? If your headlight
keeps going out while driving, here are the most common reasons why: Failing Bulb. Contact
Us. Phone Number Shop with Confidence. All Rights Reserved. Terms of Use. Privacy Policy.
California Supply Chain Disclosure. Accessibility Statement. The secret to a well-performing car
engine is the alternator. No matter how great your vehicle is or whether it's the latest
manufactured automobile or one coming from the early s, the engine will operate better with an
alternator. Among the cars that have a great engine is the Ford Focus. It comes with a
responsive steering, comfortable seats, and a fun character that will surely attract owners.
However, to be able to keep your engine performing better, you should have a functioning Ford
Focus alternator installed in case your old one gets damaged. The Ford Focus is a great
compact car that's really easy to drive and is fuel efficient, ideal for city use. It also has
comfortable seats that ease your stress whenever you're stuck in traffic. It also has simple
controls that aren't difficult to get used to. With all these features, a good Focus must have a
Ford Focus alternator functioning to help the battery become more efficient. Of course, you
wouldn't want you car engine to fail at any time, so better be prepared and have one mounted
under the hood. Alternators are utilized in modern vehicles to be able to charge the battery and
to provide power to the electrical system when the engine is in use. A Ford Focus alternator
replacement is very durable and ideal for your car. Plus it's made to fit your Focus, which
assures you that it will work really well and that chances of it failing are less. Besides, what's
the purpose of all the features that are equipped with the Ford Focus if the engine and car
battery don't operate properly? With a new Ford Focus alternator, you'll surely keep your
vehicle running for a longer time. And that's the secret to a well-performing automobile engine.
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in a year how good quality is that alternator. Purchased on Nov 03, Ford Focus Alternator
Guides. Helpful Automotive Resources. Plus, the alternator charges the battery at the same
time. Bad Alternator vs. Bad Battery Are you confused yet? Alternator Voltage Regulation
Explained with Wiring Diagrams Some classic cars have electromechanical regulators, while
modern production vehicles use either an electronic regulator or a computer sometimes both.
The design of the regulator affects the entire layout of the charging system. How The Alternator
and Charging System Work The alternator charges the battery whenever the engine is running
while also. Contact Us. Phone Number Shop with Confidence. All Rights Reserved. Terms of
Use. Privacy Policy. California Supply Chain Disclosure. Accessibility Statement.

