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first compact crossover SUV; [1] it made its debut in Japan and Europe in , [2] and in North
America in , being launched in January Although not all RAV4 models are four-wheel drive,
RAV4 originally stood for "Recreational Activity Vehicle: 4-wheel drive", this has been changed
to "Robust Accurate Vehicle: 4-wheel drive", [4] because the aforementioned equipment is an
option in select countries. For the third generation model, Toyota offered both short- and
long-wheelbase versions of the RAV4. Short-wheelbase versions are sold in Japan and Europe;
long-wheelbase versions in Australia and North America. Design and development commenced
in under code-name T, with design approval and start of production development in the second
half of on the 3-door version and in for the 5-door version. In March , the 5-door was launched
and introduced to the US in January , with standard dual airbags. The XA10 series was available
in both three and five door versions. In the US, a 2. Both front-wheel drive and all-wheel drive
were available, and the RAV4 could be had with either a five-speed manual or four-speed
automatic transmission. It was named the Automobile of the Year by Automobile Magazine. The
model years had headlamps with a bracket push in type, dual filament bulb. The rear used
round socket type bulbs as well. In for the model year, the RAV4 was slightly restyled on the
front and rear fascias, and a soft top three-door was made available. In June , the two-door
hardtop was dropped from the American lineup, leaving the five-door and soft top models. The
models used a single filament headlamp, with two different beams per housing low and high
beam opposed to the original single beam with dual filaments. In Japan, the 2. Some models
were manufactured without a digital clock but a plastic cover instead. However the wiring for
the clock is still behind the dash, thus a clock can be installed in models sold without. Produced
from to for fleet lease, this "zero emission" model was only offered for public sale for seven
months in , in very small quantities in California. Like the previous model, the XA20 was
available in three- and five-door configurations and was constructed on a platform that shared
Carina and Corolla elements. Development began in , with a design freeze in the first half of
Some RAV4s came with anti-lock braking system , electronic stability control , air conditioning ,
a height-adjustable driver's seat, cruise control , a six-speaker CD stereo and power windows ,
mirrors and seats. A sport package added a mesh grille, bonnet scoop, color-keyed door
handles, a roof rack, silver sport pedals, heated mirrors, gray-painted bumpers and fender
flares, and sport fabric seats. Other options included alloy wheels, heated seats, a sunroof and
keyless entry. The main differentiation between the two models was in appearance. Edge
models came with unpainted grey bumpers and side cladding, mirrors, and door handles, and
featured steel rims. Cruiser models gained body-colored painted bumpers and moldings,
mirrors, and door handles, alloy wheels, and ABS brakes. All models came equipped with a
brand-new 2. Permanent all-wheel-drive was a feature. Options were ABS brakes on the Edge ,
and air conditioning on all models. In late , the model RAV4 was given a styling update,
improved equipment, and, in certain markets, a new engine. The RAV4's 2. Other countries got
mostly 5-door models with the 2. Automatic electric air conditioning also became available.
European models got a new catalytic converter because of the new European emission policy.
The new model also got an electric throttle. In Australia, for the facelift, the base Edge was
renamed CV, and gained standard air conditioning previously an option. The CV also received
painted bumpers, which came in either silver or body-colored shades, depending on the body
color. In addition, the model range was given a subtle facelift, consisting largely of a new front
bumper with circular fog lights and white turn signals instead of the older orange lights. In , a
new "CV Sport" model was added to the range in Australia, which included a non-functional

bonnet scoop, giving the RAV4 a more aggressive appearance. The CV Sport model was
short-lived, lasting only a year, and was introduced primarily to stimulate sales until the new
model arrived in early The second generation RAV4 had the highest proportion of female drivers
among all makes and models in the United States, with the possible exception of the
Volkswagen New Beetle , according to â€” registration and survey data. The Toyota RAV4 was
redesigned for the model year, using an all-new platform, and was first unveiled at the Frankfurt
Motor Show. The third generation RAV4 is offered in two versions: a short- or a long-wheelbase
model. Since , the extended-length RAV4 is also sold alongside its shorter counterpart in Japan
as the Toyota Vanguard , albeit with a revised front-end body work incorporating a revised
grille, bumper, bonnet and headlamps. As the RAV4 continued to grow, it became expensive to
own in Japan due to the exterior dimensions and engine displacement placing it in the upper tax
bracket as defined by Japanese government dimension regulations and annual road tax
obligations. It is also the first generation of RAV4 to be offered in regular for Asian and
European markets, dropping the spare wheel from the rear and extended for North American
and Australian markets versions. The RAV4 can still be had in either front-wheel-drive or
all-wheel-drive in North America and Japan; however most countries only sell the
all-wheel-drive version. In for the model year RAV4 was given a mid-cycle refresh in some
markets, featuring a number of changes, including an all-new four-cylinder engine, and a
redesigned front end and tweaked rear end. The Limited model gets a different front grille and
bumper cover from other models. The Sport model features a bigger spoiler and red badging
along with an option on the V6 model to have a rear door without the externally mounted spare
tire run-flat tires are used on this model. Much of the interior remains as before. In , it was also
the first time for the Canadian market to have a 2WD model sold in Canada. The Sport model
with over fenders is AWD only. It is sold in five- and seven-passenger versions and slots
between the regular RAV4 and Kluger. As it is often the case in Japan-only vehicles, the
Vanguard comes loaded with high-tech gadgets, including steering-assisted stability control,
keyless entry and satellite navigation. The Toyota Vanguard was facelifted in The V6 was
available from In Malaysia, the 2. The output for the 2. North American models include choices
of 2. Either four-cylinder engine came equipped with a four-speed automatic transmission. This
was already an outgoing generation but still sold pretty well and both came in 2WD only and
both models had, as standard equipment inch alloy wheels and a roof rack. The new generation
RAV4, which is the current model, had more features as standard equipment. Base and Limited
trims continue to be available, but on the Limited trim 4WD became an option and the Base
model now added inch steel wheels but the roof rack was still standard in both trims. For the
refresh of the roof rack in the Base model was eliminated as standard equipment and the Sport
trim was added to the line-up. Up to MY all RAV4s in Mexico had four-cylinder engines but for
the Sport model became available with the V6 engine, although the four-cylinder engine was still
available. The Limited trim was only available with the V6 engine and 4WD traction. For , the
RAV4 in Mexico has been simplified again to two trims but now the Limited trim was dropped
and consequently killed the 4WD option, while the Base and Sport trims remained unchanged
from The RAV4 in Mexico has experienced good acceptance since its introduction. Trim levels
were the 2. The 2. The RAV4 had different styling compared to the RAV4 in other counties where
there was a black strip that was placed in between the radiator and license plate like a
moustache. It also had chrome bars below the front and rear bumpers. The license plate was
also moved to the bottom bumper area to make way for the RAV4 logo and a rear foglamp. Front
and rear parking sensors are also standard. The RAV4 no longer used the V6 from the previous
generationâ€”all engine choices were inline four-cylinder engines. Also, unlike the dual
wheelbase strategy employed by the previous XA30 model, the XA40 was only sold in a single
wheelbase corresponding to the long wheelbase XA The full hybrid system combined a 2. RAV4
Hybrids were available in both front and all-wheel drive variants. The rear's electric motor
operates independently from the hybrid system front's electric motor, driving the rear wheels
alone. For the Japanese market, the previous generation in short-wheelbase length remained on
sale in Japan until instead of the newer, export only, XA The Harrier replaced the
long-wheelbase model in Japan, previously badged as the Vanguard. Engine choices included a
2. The UK model went on sale in Early European models included a choice of a 2. Taiwanese
models included a 2. Production in China commenced in August and was sold alongside the
XA30 model for a short time. Seven trim levels were available with prices ranging from , to ,
yuan 25, to 38, USD. Production in Russia started in August In , for the model year, Toyota
released a facelift for the XA40 series. The facelift included redesigned LED front and rear lamps
and updated speedometer dials with full color TFT multi information display. The RAV4
Adventure is a concept vehicle that accentuated the car's look to reinforce its off-road
capabilities. It included dark red body color, extended wheel arches, inch alloy wheels and

matte painted front and rear bumpers. The RAV4 Premium is a concept vehicle with Deep
Bronze body color, bumpers in Deep Bronze, chrome-finished spoiler, chrome inserts in the
rear bumper, brushed aluminium skid plates, integrated tailpipe at the rear bumper, inch wheels,
leather interior upholstery designed by Toyota's Kansei design department, seats with black
piping and V-shaped outline, two-tone double stitching and grey and black leather on the
instrument panel and door panels. Both vehicles were unveiled in March at the Geneva Motor
Show. Modifications were made starting in the model year which increased the small overlap
front rating to "good". Since its adoption, the IIHS has noticed several automakers making
non-symmetrical modifications to their vehicles, including the RAV4. Another small overlap test
was conducted on a number of vehicles, including a RAV4, but was conducted on the
passenger side instead. Both 4-cylinder gasoline-powered and gasoline-electric hybrid Hybrid
Synergy Drive variants would remain available. The engine is a 2. It has Multi Terrain Select
providing operators an ability to maximize traction when driving on sand, mud, rock, or dirt. A
7-inch multi-touch screen is available standard with Entune 3. Like most concurrent Toyota
models, it has Toyota Safety Sense 2. Ireland was the first market to release the Hybrid version
of the fifth generation RAV4 with delivery in late December In the United Kingdom, the fifth
generation RAV4 is available exclusively in its hybrid version, either front-wheel drive or with
all-wheel drive. It is available in four gradesâ€”Icon, Design, Excel and Dynamic. The RAV4 was
revived for the Japanese domestic market in , after almost three years of hiatus. The Edge trim
is available with 8-speed automatic transmission. It is produced and sold by FAW Toyota. It is
powered by a differently-tuned 2. It is only sold in Europe. The front fascia harkens back to the
Chevrolet K5 Blazer and the rear is similar to the Cadillac cars of the s. Engine options are 2.
The testers noted "dangerous behavior" on the cone course, and that the electronic stability
control "engaged very late", causing both vehicles to hop up on their outer tires multiple times
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rundown on how used vehicles are holding up in 17 potential trouble spots, ranging from the
engine, transmission, and brakes to power equipment and the electrical system. Learn more
about car Reliability. The owner comments describe problems respondents experienced with
this vehicle. Bluetooth , voice control commands, steering wheel controls, portable music
device interface e. Dealer checked and said they turned up brightness but the brightness was
already max before they checked it. We were told it was a gps moving map display by salesman,
but found otherwise after purchasing. Seems antiquated compared to Google Maps. Software is
slow, and not efficient. Voice direction comes too late, or after the fact. It's hard to use, not
intuitive, and frankly should be an embarrassment to the Toyota design teams. The GPS is even
worse. In fact, the Entune navigation systems requires the use of the GPS on my phone. The
resulting interface is a very sloppy, slapped together pathetic solution. In fact, the phone based
GPS does not correctly find the shortest routes on long distance trips. The Entune GPS showed
it to be over 1, and routed way out of the way. Road noise is still a big issue and the passenger
door leaks. This car is a disappointment, too much cheap plastic, it feels clumsy on the road,
the engine hesitates when i need to pass other cars and the fuel mileage is much worse than
expected. The driver display console is very confusing and most of it is unreadable when
driving. I'm over 65 and wear bifocals I've been a Toyota customer for over 20 years. This is the
last one that I will own. I'm truly disappointed. Sometimes the map or directions do not appear
and half of the screen stays blank. Dealer says it works when they use it. Took in for a check
and dealer replaced radio under warranty. Did not affect driving". It is cumbersome to use. Had
a better one in previous car that was 6 years older a Hyundai. Paint fading, chalking, cracking,
or peeling , loose interior and exterior trim or moldings, rust. We have some severe winter
conditions. The plastic trim on the bottom of the doors collects ice and snow during winter
driving. The trim pulled off due to heavy ice on it and was replaced under warranty. Plastic trim

around passenger side while was broken". Paint was not too heavily applied. Shopping center
"rashes" became major through to the prime! I am not happy and am going round and round
with Toyota as we speak". The dealer said it was done chips until I showed him rust developing
on sheltered surface of the car. Then he said it was due to the low VOC paints they use today.
They are softer and do not protect as well. Furthermore, microscopic bits of metal will get stuck
in the paint from the air and over time will start to rust. My car is white and he said dark cars
just don't show these areas for a much longer time. I was not happy with the answer and took
my car to a local repair shop to correct the problem. They, in turn, kept questioning Toyota's
response to the rust on a car that is in Florida most of the year! Muffler, pipes, catalytic
converter, exhaust manifold, leaks. I had the service department demonstrate how the PSC
works. I was not convinced by them that it worked! People step off the street in front of the
vehicle, as well as behind, and their is no warning of these events. I become aware that the
cruise control is off only when the car has slowed down more than any automatic Forward
Collision Warning would cause. This has been a recurring problem and a source of safety
concerns, for my instinct when I perceive the car to slow is to pull onto the shoulder. Only when
the car has stopped have i had the presence of mind to think the problem might be that I have
inadvertently turned of the cruise control. Pulling onto and remaining for moments on the
shoulder is unnerving, as is rejoining the traffic on the highway. Even the tech at Toyota that
worked on it told me they have problems with these not working well. The dealer indicates that
there are codes but they replaces the spirial cable and its still happening. They have called
Toyota and as of now, it keeps happening but no solution has been provided. Alternator, starter,
hybrid battery and related systems, regular battery, battery cables, engine harness, coil, ignition
switch, electronic ignition, distributor or rotor failure, spark plugs and wires failure. Since it
happens randomly, it is hard to replicate when at a mechanic. When the issue arrises, the high
beams turn off and will not come back on even when switching to the manual high beam. In
designing this car's headlights, Toyota has put form over function. It has packed the RAV4 with
all kinds of safety features, including numerous airbags. They are needed, since one cannot
safely see to drive at night. The IIHS rates the headlights as marginal, and states that on curves
the high beams are inadequate in all 4 tests conducted. This is way too high a rating for unliit
rural roads. At night with the headlights on, the lack of illumination is dangerous. The top half of
the windshield appears dark as if it has black frost on it. You can see through only the lower
half of the windshield, which has limited visibility through which you can see straight ahead, but
have little peripheral visibility. Going down hills cuts the visibility considerably, at times to as
little as 50 feet. Sharp turns to the left or right are blind. Toyota refuses to fix the problem, since
the headlights are working as designed. Too bad we can't drive the car at night. Too bad we
didn't have an opportunity to test drive the car at night. We loved the three Toyotas we bought
before this one. Brighter dash panel lighting would help resolve this situation. Antilock system
ABS , parking brake, master cylinder, calipers, rotors, pulsation or vibration, squeaking, brake
failure or wear. This is our second Rav4 where the front rotors and brakes had to be replaced at
about k. The door seals are poorly designed and they fill around the edges with dirt or snow
slush causing at one point for the doors to freeze shut. It got progressively worse. It was
diagnosed as a warped rotor. This occurred relatively early in the life of the car, disappointing. It
would keep making a noise while driving and braking. It was often in consistent, but would
happen on a daily basis. I had brought my car in for service twice and I was told there was no
issue with the brakes. During the quarantine, I was in another state and while driving to that
state and in that state I was having the same problem but it was getting worse. I brought the car
back in for service and they quickly found the problem. It was the rotors. The rotors were
rusting, so they fixed the problem and they are no longer making a grinding noise. Toyota fixed
them immediately. Noises include sounds like marbles in a can, metal balls bouncing off each
other, loose parts or parts that don't fit together well lots of free play. Dealer said he has seen
other Rav4s with similar noises. Dealer wants to removed the entire headliner and dash to track
them down. Dealer is certain his solution will work. Seems to be a high risk process since the
noises seem to be concentrated in the seats and under them. Engine noise is the same as my
Rav 4, not much improvement at all. Power or manual windows, locks and latches, tailgate,
hatch or trunk, doors or sliding doors, mirrors, seat controls, safety belts, sunroof, convertible
top. I hate slamming doors". Very hard to lift or push up tailgate due to resistance since gears
don't work". Shocks or struts, ball joints, tie rods, wheel bearings, alignment, steering linkage
includes rack and pinion , power steering pumps and hoses, leaks , wheel balance, springs or
torsion bars, bushings, electronic or air suspension. So they changed the air bag in steering
wheel and aligned the steering because when l was driving straight the steering wheel was
straight. It started around April of , sounding like I hit a major pothole anytime I went over any
bump or the road was uneven. It became a daily issue. Went to the dealership and they said it

was fine. Ended up paying the mechanic locally to replace it even though it was under warranty.
Problem was resolved with new shocks in May of by my local mechanic shop. The seats don't
help either since they are particularly Thin and don't provide much cushioning,support nor
comfort. The comfort is more Punishing on long rides. I also would have opted for electric ,multi
adjusting seats Driver and passenger but this was not offered on this model and I would have
had to Buy up to obtain these features. I didn't buy up because I would have been required to
purchase features that I didn't want nor needed. IE;Sun roof Cruise control, clock, warning
lights, body control module, keyless entry, wiper motor or washer, tire pressure monitor,
interior or exterior lights, horn, gauges, 12V power plug, remote engine start, alarm or security
system. Dealership replaced it under warranty". Accessory belts and pulleys, engine computer,
engine mounts, engine knock or ping, oil leaks. This forced the car to revert to two wheel drive
until the filter was replaced. Gear selector or linkage, leaks, transmission computer,
transmission sensor or solenoid, clutch adjustment, rough shifting, slipping transmission.
Radiator, cooling fan, antifreeze leaks, water pump, thermostat, overheating. Transmission
rebuild or replacement, torque converter, clutch replacement. Engine rebuild or replacement,
cylinder head, head gasket, turbo or supercharger, timing chain or timing belt. Reactivate now
to get the information you were looking for! If you feel you have received this message in error,
please view our customer care FAQs or access your account information here. Sign In. Become
a Member. Remember Me. Not a member? Need further assistance? Please call Member
Services at Unlock Ratings. New Used Not only has it pioneered the genre, but the Toyota RAV4
has been one of the better compact SUVs, consistently among the top-ranked models in the
class. But competition in the small-SUV class has never been stiffer, so to maintain its position
the freshened Toyota RAV4 underwent a number of changes. There are 2 recalls on this vehicle.
Learn More. Overall Reliability. Most Common Trouble Spots. Common Trouble Spot. See all
Potential Trouble Spots. View Recalls. Worse Better. Overall Reliability Verdict. Engine Major.
Engine Minor. Engine Cooling. Transmission Major. Transmission Minor. Drive System. Fuel
System. Electric System. Climate System. Body Integrity. Body Hardware. Power Equipment.
In-car Electronics. Show More Trouble Spots. Show Fewer Trouble Spots. Based on information
received from our latest subscriber survey for about , vehicles, our reliability history charts give
you a rundown on how through vehicles are holding up in 17 potential trouble spots, ranging
from the engine, transmission, and brakes to power equipment and the electrical system. NA
indicates that we did not receive a large enough sample size to provide data for a specific year.
An X indicates that the vehicle was not manufactured for a specific year. What Owners Say. Did
not affect driving" Curtis H. Loose exterior trim or moldings "We live at feet elevation in
Wyoming. I am not happy and am going round and round with Toyota as we speak" Darlene R.
Gauges "Guage lighting is not adequate while the sun is at a low angle, or when I am wearing
sun glasses. Squeaks or rattles "Loud noises, rattles, squeaks have been present since auto
was about two months old. Doors or sliding doors "For the doors to close properly I have to
slam them. I hate slamming doors" Mike A. Alignment "drifting" Richard H. Battery not hybrid or
electric "At mile Toyota Care visit, battery was tested and was not holding a full charge.
Dealership replaced it under warranty" Michael C. Problem s fueling the tank "There is a filter at
the gas filler cap that failed and had to be replaced. See All Trouble Spots. Compare Models.
Similar Cars. Hyundai Tucson. Mazda CX Subaru Forester. Toyota RAV4. This score shows
whether the model had more or fewer problems overall than the average model of that year,
calculated from the total number of problems reported by subscribers in all 17 trouble spots. An
incorrect label may lead to unintentionally overloading the vehicle, increasing the risk of a
crash. Read Recall Details. The load carrying capacity modification label may be incorrect. What
should you do:. SET will notify owners and provide a corrected label for placement over the
inaccurate label, free of charge. The recall began August 23, Owners may contact Toyota
customer service at Potential Number of Units Affected: Hide Recall Details. An incorrect load
information label can result in the operator overloading the vehicle and increasing the risk of a
crash. These vehicles may have incorrect load carrying capacity modification labels. Toyota will
notify owners and provide them with corrected labels, free of charge. The recall began on
January 23, Check Vehicle for Unrepaired Recalls. Recall Look-up. Change Vehicle. Ready to
Shop Local Inventory? Select Another Vehicle. More From Consumer Reports. Make a Donation
Newsletters Give a Gift. You no longer have digital access to ratings and reviews. You can save
this vehicle to My Garage by simply signing in or creating a new account. Find your Toyota or
Scion model so that we can personalize your experience. Dealerships for Puerto Rico can be
viewed on an external site. Select your vehicle to uncover all you need to know about your
Toyota, from warranties on replacement parts to manuals for unique vehicle needs. No Owner's
Manuals were found for your. No Accessories, Audio or Navigation manuals were found for
your. No warranty information was found for your. But it doesn't stop there. Emissions

Coverage 1 Coverages vary under Federal and California regulations. For Toyota hybrid
vehicles beginning with model year , the hybrid HV battery is covered for 10 years from original
date of first use or , miles, whichever comes first. Coverage is subject to the terms and
conditions of your New Vehicle Limited Warranty. See Owner's Warranty and Maintenance
Guide for details. We are proud to announce a significant enhancement to our Hybrid Battery
Warranty. Starting with the model year, every Toyota hybrid battery warranty is being increased
from 8 years or , miles, to 10 years from date of first use, or , miles whichever comes first. This
enhancement serves as an indication of our confidence in the quality, dependability, and
reliability of our products. The HV battery may have longer coverage under emissions warranty.
Toyota Genuine Parts are built to the highest standards of quality, durability and performance.
Most have month coverage, and there aren't many, if any, companies that offer a longer
guarantee. For accessories purchased after the new vehicle purchase, the coverage is 12
months, regardless of mileage, from the date the accessory was installed on the vehicle, or the
remainder of any applicable new vehicle warranty, whichever provides greater coverage, with
the exception of car covers. Car covers are warranted for 12 months from the date of purchase
and do not assume any coverage under the Toyota New Vehicle Limited Warranty. Every Toyota
Certified Used Vehicle is put through a point quality insurance inspection, with each Used
Hybrid tested to a point standard. Every new Toyota comes with ToyotaCare 2 , a no cost
maintenance plan with hour roadside assistance. Learn more about features and functionalities
for your vehicle. From audio to optional exterior components, we've got you covered. We've got
the perfect parts and accessories made to fit the exact specifications of your Toyota. Keep your
Toyota a Toyota. Find service centers and dealer offers near you. Toyota Owner manuals and
warranty information are the keys to quality maintenance for your vehicle. No need to hunt
down a separate Toyota repair manual or Toyota service manual. From warranties on Toyota
replacement parts to details on features, Toyota Owners manuals help you find everything you
need to know about your vehicle, all in one place. Detailed Toyota manuals and Toyota warranty
information help with questions about your vehicle specifications and maintenance schedules.
Plus, learn more about what your Toyota warranty coverage includes. What's more, Toyota
warranty information helps you identify your unique vehicle needs as well as plan future service
visits. Or, get the Toyota Manual for your Toyota ride free of charge using our Toyota Owners
manual free download option. Toyota Owners. Sign in Join now. Select A Vehicle. Sign in Join
now Select A Vehicle. You're almost there. Select Your Vehicle. View PDF. Show Less. More To
Explore. ToyotaCare Every new Toyota comes with ToyotaCare 2 , a no cost maintenance plan
with hour roadside assistance. How-To Videos Learn more about features and functionalities for
your vehicle. Learn More. Toyota Genuine Parts We've got the perfect parts and accessories
made to fit the exact specifications of your Toyota. Service Centers Keep your Toyota a Toyota.
Keys to Quality Maintenance. Read More. Additional Resources. Countless reasons to join.
Create an account and get the most out of your Toyota today. The Toyota RAV4 is one of the
best-selling passenger vehicles today. It's easy to understand why: This small SUV has a
smooth ride, plenty of space for passengers and cargo, and many standard advanced driver
safety features. No doubt the RAV4's long-running status â€” it debuted all the way back in as
one of the first crossover SUVs â€” and Toyota's name recognition help too. But this popularity
doesn't necessarily mean it's the best. They are more powerful and easily justify their higher
initial cost. All come with a horsepower four-cylinder engine paired to an eight-speed automatic
transmission. Front-wheel drive is standard on most of the trim levels, and those offer all-wheel
drive as an option. The Adventure and the TRD Off-Road come standard with an upgraded
all-wheel-drive system that can enhance traction on loose and slippery surfaces. The Adventure
trim goes without the sunroof and power liftgate but adds some off-road appearance and
mechanical elements that include:. Some features are available as options on supporting trims.
Other notable options are dependent on trim level and include:. Yesterday we took the RAV4 on
a long distance drive to checkout the features. I like the road sign and lane sway warning
feature however we observed the car was swaying and appeared to be difficult to control while
traveling around mph when LTA and Cruise Control were on. I did not use cruise control during
the remainder of the trip. This seems to be a known issue.. I have owned so many cars in my
lifetime but never a Toyota. I have bought used cars, cars that were just junk and I have bought
new cars and most of them have let me down and failed prematurely. My background in the
Military required an immense ability for attention to detail and trust me when I say that when
something wasn't right with my vehicle, I knew it. Everything from the steering, to braking, to
subtle noises and even distinctive smells that should not be coming from under my engine
compartment that certainly hinted at trouble to come. That being said, I can honestly say that I
was thoroughly impressed with the workmanship and quality that was noticeable immediately
when inspecting the exterior and interior of my new Rav4. You can feel it when you are driving

in the response of the vehicle the way it handles, the way the steering feels in your hands and
the purr of the motor you feel under your feet. You just get the sense that this car is going to
last and is a worthy investment of safety and peace of mind. If you are considering a Rav They
are truly amazing vehicles. Vehicle is too lite for snow covered roads. Looks nice but too many
low price parts result in noisy ride and low quality feel. The added safety features are nice but
actual feel and ride are not impressive. I would rate the feel and ride at 1 star. Based on this
over priced vehicle I would not recommend it over other market AWD. I hate the sound this
years Rav makes when it first excels. It sounds like a truck straining. I loved my other 2 Ravs ,
neither sounded like this. I wish it was quieter. I hope they change the way it sounds when you
start off. Write a review. See all 24 reviews. Join us for this ultimate SUV comparison test and
find out which of these compact SUVs is the right choice for you and your family. But it remains
wildly popular with buyers, as does the Nissan Rogue, which was just redesigned-- I mean, so
recently, seconds ago-- brand new. And also visit Edmunds. Each one of the vehicles here has
gone through our rigorous and exhaustive ranking process. That includes a standardized road
loop, performance and static measurements, and evaluations from professionals who do this
for a living. There are a few exceptions. But we'll address those as it's relevant. But we have
logged thousands of miles in various versions of most of the vehicles here. So think of them as
ambassadors from their respective model lines. We've ranked it number one among small SUVs
for the past few years now. We validated that decision by buying one and running it in our
long-term test fleet for 40, miles. And we liked it. In our rankings, it came in just below the CR-V.
While that SUV got high marks for interior space and usability, the CX-5 focuses more on driver
experience and material quality and overall style. While the CX-5 is not available in a hybrid, it
does offer a horsepower, turbo-charged, four-cylinder engine, which is more powerful than any
of the rest of these. The trade off, of course, is fuel economy. In its most efficient offering,
you're only gonna get 28 MPG combined from the Mazda. And if you get that turbo engine,
Personally I think it's worth it. Now, historically the Rogue's been a favorite-- not through the
attributes of the vehicle itself, but due to the pricing. That's all changed for this year. The
pricing hasn't. But the interior is much nicer and newer and has more modern features. What
hasn't changed though is the engine and transmission, or at least they haven't changed much.
They're still behind the rest of the field when it comes to power and fuel economy. Fuel
economy and price ranges vary accordingly. But the regular version hovers around 30 MPG.
And the hybrids are around We've evaluated most versions of the RAV4. In fact, the Edmunds
team once drove a RAV4 nonstop through all the lower 48 states, which was very fun and meant
that we spent a lot of time with it. Through all that, we found most parts of the RAV4 agreeable.
It's a solid choice that has received continuous improvements. It's just that some of its
competitors put together a package that we like better overall. CARLOS LAGO: When we're
looking at the cargo areas of these vehicles, we're considering the actual cargo space, how
easy it is to load, how functional that area is; is it easy or difficult to lower the second row; are
there power ports back there; and things along those lines. When it comes to cargo space, this
is really the CRV's biggest bragging right. It has the most space here, and some clever features
to go along with it too. What really makes the space usable though is this low lift-over height.
On the other side of that, you actually have a height adjusting floor that buys you additional
space. But I think most of the time, you would just drive around in this position anyway. Why
would you have it higher up? And then the second row folds down really easily. If you can reach
these levers, that's one way to do it. But if you can't, there's also levers on the side that flip
them down just like that. The only thing that's missing back here is a power port. But otherwise,
this is a really nice cargo area. It has considerably less cargo space than the other three SUVs
in this test. And the load floor is high, with a lip that you have to lift things over. It's just not
super-convenient. Plus it doesn't have very many of those cool cubbies like the other guys do.
Well, that's not totally true. It does have these little winglets in the corner. I don't even know why
they're hidden. It doesn't make sense to me. But I will say that it has very convenient handles
for putting the seats down. And it's the only one that lets you put the middle down. Which
means-- say you're taking two kids and the family skiing, put the skis in the middle, hit the
bunny slopes. And that's the Divide-N-Hide system. The load floor is split into two pieces. So
you can raise and lower one section at a time. And you can also flip this one up like that to have
a space set up like that for groceries on either side. It's pretty nice. One thing I will call out
though, because I am sensitive to having a clean car, is there are a lot of crevices up here that
dirt and Cheerios and little Goldfish crackers will inevitably populate. Folding the second row is
really easy as well, because you have releases that drop it just like that. And there's also a volt
power port right here. One thing about the RAV4 is there are no easy, convenient handles for
lowering the rear seat, which means if you're short like me it's really annoying. Also the seats
don't fold all the way flat, which is also annoying. It's fine. It's just not gonna win cargo hold of

the year. We're not just looking at the overall interior space here either, but how functional that
space is. As far as the interior goes, in terms of functionality, the CR-V is our favorite. Getting in
and out is really easy thanks to large door openings and a low step-in height. And it's really
helpful from the back, when you're getting kids in and out. As far as interior measurements go,
the CR-V is generally above average in all measurements. And that makes for an overall
large-feeling, roomy interior. You can easily sit four adults back here. As for storage options,
you have a ton. The door cubbies are massive. You can fit a big water bottle and a bunch of
other stuff all at the same time. And the center console remains one of our favorites. Not just
because of the space, but because of the adjustability. You can have it in this configuration,
which leaves a ton different room. You can also slide this guy down and out if you want to
secure stuff underneath. Now, this is slightly less functional than previous versions of this
generation. But it's still among the best. Really, the downside of the CR-V is the feel of the
materials. This is the top level trim of the CR-V. And it doesn't have the richness that you'll find
in other vehicles here, like the Mazda and the Nissan. It's simple. It's clean. It's classy. I like it.
Everything about it is very driver-focused, from the way that all of the controls are slightly
angled over towards the driver, as they should be. The seats are comfortable, a little bit firm.
But again, that's that whole driver thing. You want to stay in place. One of the things I really like
is the shifter in the Mazda. It's kind of old school. It has a manual transmission feel, with the
leather surround. Headroom is good for tall people-- I mean, I assume. And seating position is
highly adjustable for tall and short folks. One place where the CX-5 is kind of weak sauce is in
small-item storage. There just isn't very much of it. There's an angled pocket up here for a
phone. But it's kind of hard to reach. And there's a fairly large pocket here on the side. I mean, it
will fit my regulation size capybara succulent planter. But the console, oh, not so much. I mean,
you really need to be able to carry these sort of things with you when you've got a car like this.
The backseat has plenty of room though. You could fit several of these back there. Overall, I'm
gonna give the interior of the Mazda high marks, just for being easy. But first we'll talk about
getting in and out. What's nice is that the second-row doors in this open to basically 90
degrees. So that's gonna be really helpful if you're loading bulky items or kids or car seats. It
gives you a lot of space to do so. Also the privacy shades in the second row are a really nice
feature to have. When it comes to overall space, the Rogue gives an impression of being a
much larger SUV than it actually is. There's an impression of roominess that's really nice to
have. In terms of interior measurements, they generally fall on the larger side. So this is an
interior that feels spacious. Now, this is again a fully-loaded Rogue. And you really sense that in
the type of materials used throughout the interior. This, you could say, over-delivers on design
and style. And that's really the strength. You sense that your money is going further in this to
get these materials than it is in some other examples in this segment. When it comes to interior
functionality, that's where things are not as great as some other vehicles in this segment.
Specifically, the door pockets aren't as big as the CR-V, for example. It's something you can live
with. But just be aware. The center console also follows a different strategy, where you have
this floating top layer where your cup-holders is. And your storage is underneath the arm rest
right there. On the bottom though, you have this open pad that has a rubberized and texturized
floor that's gonna prevent things from sliding around. But it isn't big enough to accommodate
even a medium-size handbag, as I found out with my wife. Overall though, the appearance and
feel and spaciousness of this Rogue is really the highlight. Because there isn't very much I
don't like, so we'll be done with it quickly. Basically it has to do with the seats. They're
comfortable. They're nice and soft. But they don't have very much adjustability. In fact, this is as
low as the seat will go. And it kind of feels like driving while sitting on a barstool. If I were a tall
person, I think this would bother me. The only other negative, and that's really depending on
how much you like to caress your interior, is that most of these materials are kind of rubbery
and plastic. On the plus side, it makes them very easy to clean. Overall I really like the RAV4
interior. I think it's so unique. It has all of these cool details like rubber knobs and patterning in
all the shelves and cup-holders. And you can see by my t-shirt matching the seats that I'm kind
of down with the fashion they've got going on here. When it comes to small-item storage, the
RAV4 has little shelves, very clever. And it has a nice big console that absolutely fits my
regulation capybara plant and planter. It doesn't even squish the leaves. Unfortunately these
side pockets-- oh, that's like half a capybara. So, all right, not as good there on the side. But
he's nice and comfortable right in here. Your friends and children will be comfortable in the
backseat as well, because there's lots of room there too. Whether you call it an infotainment
screen or a center touchscreen, this area of a vehicle is becoming rapidly more popular and
more important for our evaluation process. Because outside of driving, this is the part of the
vehicle that you're going to interact with the most. And that takes away all of the frustrations
you may have with the systems that automakers generally have in these vehicles. But what

happens when you don't have cell phone service? How do these systems work? When it comes
to higher trim levels of the CR-V, you do get additional connectivity. There's two USB ports in
the back, two up front. There are no USB-C ports. There are just the older style. But they do
have the amps of each port written right above them. And that's nice if you have a phone that's
really sensitive to that kind of thing when it comes to charging. You also have a wireless
charging pad that you can turn on and off for reasons. The entertainment center touchscreen
itself is where the CR-V begins to show its age relative to the other vehicles here. It's slightly
small. The resolution is low. And the graphics just look dated. Functionality is a touch
cumbersome too, especially when it comes to the voice commands. And the long-term CR-V we
had in our fleet and put 40, miles on it had a number of glitches that were pretty frustrating.
Overall this is a system that you just want to ignore. Also when it comes to cameras on the
exterior-- you have this backup camera, which has a wide-angle view, but also looks fairly dated
relative to other vehicles here. It's pretty simple. It's pretty basic. Most of that I find actually a
plus on the CX-5 because it's really easy to figure out how to use. But there are just some
things where it's sort of lagging behind some of its competitors. For example, the backup
cameras-- they do have multiple different views, which is very helpful. But the quality of those
views is kind of fuzzy. So if you were planning to use this to record your student film, it's going
to be pretty low quality. Now, this is a touchscreen, but only when you're parked or you're at a
stop. So right now, while we're parked, I can touch it. But if I was driving, it would no longer
work when I touch it. Although it won't tell you that it won't work. It just won't work. And you
actually have to know that from the owner's manual. And then you can use the controls down
here to scroll through and pick things. But I don't understand why this down here is any safer
than just reaching across and touching it. So if someone at Mazda wants to call me and explain
that, I would really appreciate it. I think control should work the same all the time. Otherwise it's
confusing. And when I get confused, I get angry and it just ruins my day. A lot of the in-car
things, like Nav aren't really that important anymore because everybody's using their phones.
And there are a lot of places to charge that phone up. There's no wireless charging. And there's
no wireless Apple CarPlay. One minor complaint about the charging is that the ports are all here
in the console, which means you got to do that whole "all the way over with the cord" thing. And
it takes a while to get your phone to read to the screen. There we go, 3, that's not too bad.
Anyway those are pretty minor things. And like I said, overall, it's simple. It's responsive. And if
you're not the kind of person who wants the latest, you're going to be perfectly satisfied. For
USB ports, you have four-- two in the front, two in the back. One on each side is USB-C. So if
you have a phone that takes advantage of it, that's a really helpful thing too. Another thing is
you get not only wireless charging, but wireless Apple CarPlay is available. And that's
something you don't get in any other SUV in this group. The screen itself is the larger 9" screen
that's available on higher-end Nissan Rogues. And from the perspective of graphics and
resolution, it looks good. It's fairly modern and crisp. It's not as responsive as some other
screens that you can get among small SUVs. But it generally works well if you need to use it.
The only thing we'll call out is the voice commands. They require you to use specific prompts in
order to get stuff done. And in , we expect a bit more-- a lot of other SUVs do that. But because
this is the newest one on the block, we would prefer more natural language. The screen is nice
and attractive until you put on polarized sunglasses. And then it gets really weird and splotchy.
And that's kind of unfortunate. But you can live with it. I'll also point out too, the exterior camera
system is really strong. Not only does it give you a view of everything that's happening around
you, but the individual cameras the Rogue uses are really crisp. And when somebody moves, or
something moves next to you, it actually highlights and beeps at you and highlights that portion
of the screen. Really nice stuff, I think the best of the vehicles here. Well, we've got a
touchscreen. It works all the time, unlike the Mazda. And it also has all the buttons that run
alongside of it. They're tiny little buttons. But they're there. And buttons are great. In general,
the controls in the RAV4 are easy. I mean, everything is separated. So it's like, oh, this is climate
control. It's got its own little island. That's great. And, oh, their modes are here for changing
things. This button says "push normal. So I think it's broken. We've got Apple CarPlay. We've
got Android Auto. We have a wireless charging port, which is cool. And you can turn it on and
off. And it has a sort of no-slip surface, although it's still a little slippy. USB port right here next
to the phone resting pad, conveniently placed. And you've got a volt as well. I would say the
Toyota system looks a little behind the times. I mean, just the layout looks old school-- and not
in the cool way. But it all works. And it's all easy to understand. The best thing about the RAV4's
infotainment system and technology is that it has a lot of buttons. And they're very clearly
marked. You don't have to figure out what any symbols mean. It just straight up tells you-"Audio," "Menu," "Home. What we're most interested in is if any of these vehicles do anything
particularly good or bad when it comes to on-road refinement and comfort. When we talk about

driving impressions, yes we aren't expecting the sports car-like behavior from small SUVs. But
what we feel is important is how they blend ride and handling, steering field, and how their
drivetrains react to the needs of normal day to day driving. Do they do anything particularly
good or bad? Where the Honda CR-V excels in my mind is how it marries ride comfort, handling,
and steering. They make this thing pretty pleasurable to drive around town. Yeah, you're not
going to get a lot of fun out of the driving experience. But the steering goes where you point it
and feels good doing so in the process. When you take this thing around a freeway off-ramp or
a highway interchange, you don't have to search on the wheel to find your ideal line. You just
can intuit it pretty easily. Ride comfort is another area where the CR-V feels really strong. It's
not super-plush. But it isn't overly brittle either. It relays appropriately the texture of the road
and impacts you drive over. The engine is a turbo 1. And it's married to a continuously variable
transmission. Power is adequate. Where you may sense some slowness or delay in acceleration
is mostly attributable to that continuously variable transmission. It doesn't have traditional
gears. So you don't get traditional feeling gear-changes. It just blends from one ratio to the next.
Now, in theory that should make for smooth shifts. But when you step on the gas pedal, it can
make for a sensation of acceleration that's a little bit slurred and less than ideal. Overall though,
you have enough power in this car to maneuver around traffic, get away from a stop sign or a
stoplight, and make a pass on a two-lane road. This CR-V is equipped with adaptive cruise
control, lane keep assist, and so on and so forth, also frontal collision warning. Our experience
with our long-term CR-V that we had for 40, miles-- we learned to really dislike the frontal
collision warning system. We actually turned it off because it was overly sensitive. The adaptive
cruise control worked generally as you'd expect. So just keep that in mind when you're
considering the safety features of the CR-V. Overall when it comes to driving the CR-V, this
does an appropriate job at everything you might expect on the road. Its real strengths are its
steering and its ride. So not to get anywhere, not to listen to the radio, not to haul stuff-- just
because I enjoy being in it and driving. When car reviewers talk about driving enjoyment,
handling, steering, sometimes it ends up sounding sort of snobby. And if you're just looking for
a daily driver, you might be, like, why do I even care about that? But even if you don't want to be
a racecar driver, the things that the Mazda does well, like changing lanes-- see, it's just so
smooth. And accelerating, at least with the optional turbo-charged engine-- hecks yeah. That's
the kind of stuff that's going to make passing on the freeway easier. It's going to make
on-ramps and off-ramps or curvy driveways up mountain roads just feel better. You may not
want to drive the car like a racecar driver. But you're going to feel more confident no matter how
you're driving. I think visibility has gotten better in crossovers in the last few years. This front
pillar tends to be more narrow now. So you can see around it when you're turning. And they
don't lock in the back quite as much as they used to in the designs. But all of that almost
doesn't even matter because there are so many driver aids that can help you with backup
cameras and blind spot monitoring. So even if you didn't have any windows, you could
probably almost drive this car. Oh, God, that would be so depressing. Automakers, do not do
that. That would be sad. All of the things that I like about the CX the steering, the braking, the
way it goes around corners, that applies no matter which engine you get. But I do recommend
the upgrade to the turbo-charged one, even though you'll take a hit in fuel economy. Because it
is just so much more satisfying. Get some. Yeah, that's a lot better. The base engine is kind of
sluggish. And you'll really have to plan ahead if you want to overtake someone. Go for it. Get
that horsepower. You deserve it. Everything about this CX-5 design is really about the driver.
Everything's just laid out in front of you, simple. You're in the car to experience the road. You
don't need to have a whole bunch of distractions. It's really no surprise that Mazda's SUV is a
good handling machine. I mean, after all, have you ever heard of a little car called the Miata?
Yeah, Mazda knows how to make a car that's fun to drive. I don't recommend getting the CX-5 in
place of a sports car. But out of the crossovers on our list, it's definitely the sportiest one. And
it's not just sporty by default. It's genuinely fun to drive. The other one does. The one that
doesn't matter is the shifter. Instead of rocking back and forth when you shift a gear, the whole
thing moves front and back. And that's just strange. It doesn't change anything, but you should
know. Also whoever thought it was a good idea to put heat conductive material on the window
up and down switches should rethink that decision. It's not a good one. As for the way the
Rogue drives, here's the thing. It does everything just fine. If you genuinely do not care about
how a car drives, you can disregard everything I'm about to say. If you do find enjoyment in the
experience of driving, particularly with regard to steering, the Rogue is going to let you down.
Not that there's anything bad per se. And it's one of those things that's hard to put language
again to describe why. But when we drove these vehicles back to back, each one of us got out
of the Rogue asking, what's the deal with the steering? My particular complaint was with the
way it returned and behaved on-center, when the steering wheel's straight. It's a little loose, a

little vague. It behaves in a way that made me have to pay extra attention to the steering wheel
in order to keep the wheel straight. Not ideal. Let's talk about driveability. In the Rogue, you
have a 2. The engine is slightly outgunned in this group when it comes to power. Although you
don't really sense it on the road. It doesn't become that apparent. It's mostly apparent in the
figures themselves that we got when we test these vehicles. The continuously variable
transmission, much like the Honda CR-V, can feel somewhat strange when you really step on
that gas pedal hard. Like the CR-V, you don't have specific gear ratios to shift from one to the
next. So you just have this surge of acceleration that doesn't really turn into anything that you
might expect. It's just different. Let's talk about safety equipment, because the Nissan Rogue
comes fully featured, like many of these vehicles, with auto emergency braking; with front
collision warning; adaptive cruise; and so on and so forth. The adaptive cruise in the Nissan
works fairly well. It accelerates and slows down naturally, in a way that doesn't make you want
to step on the gas pedal yourself or the brake pedal yourself. And the lane-centering generally
works pretty well too. The version that we're driving actually incorporates navigation
instructions into that system. So it will, in theory, adjust speeds before approaching a corner if
your navigation is programmed. Neat idea, but kind of wonder how often people will experience
it. Overall the Rogue, I say, is about average when it comes to the driving experience,
particularly because of how that steering feels. There's really nothing extremely bad here. But
you could find a better experience elsewhere. And it's so disappointing to drive. The steering in
the RAV4 is both falsely heavy and vague. You know when you're talking to your kids or a
co-worker and you ask them to do something, and they're like "yeah, no, OK? Does that mean
you're going to do it or you're not going to do it or when you're going to do it? It's sort of the
same in the RAV4. It's like sometimes the steering feels really like it's going to take a lot of
effort. And then when you're at slow speeds, it feels super-light. It doesn't always come back to
center exactly. And it's, like, are you paying attention to me or not? Of course, it is. I mean,
there's no problem driving this car. It just doesn't give you the feeling that it's going to do what
you asked. Pay attention to me. Now, the hybrid is probably one of the better drivetrains you
can get in the RAV4. But it's still not a horsepower monster. And if you get the base engine, it is
really slow. It's also loud. I mean, they're all loud. It doesn't really bother me. But you're
definitely going to know it's there. Visibility in the RAV4 is great because it has these little wing
windows, which I love because they give you a little extra bit to look around between the mirror
and the A-pillar. And I think that's a great idea. It's also got a big back window and big side
windows. So even if it didn't have driver aids, which it does, you'd still be able to see out all
around you. And the visibility is probably one of the reasons why people like the RAV4 so much
for camping and off-roading. Because when you can really see where you're going, you're not
going to drive off a cliff or run over a bush. I find the gauge display disappointing in the RAV4,
especially here in the hybrid. It's got this huge digital center screen. But there's really nothing
very pretty happening on it. And there's also nothing very interesting to put on it. And the actual
gauges are off to the side. And they're little tiny things. And I don't know. It just doesn't really do
anything for me emotionally. There are a lot of easy to use controls on the steering wheel. But
the controls in the console and screens over here are actually a little bit far away. I mean, I'm
sitting pretty close up. And I can't really reach the tuning knob. And even the shifter is a little bit
of a stretch. The overall complaint I have about driving the RAV4 is just that nothing seems very
well-matched. The steering, I already talked about, feels heavy. The throttle is a little laggy. And
it just sort of feels like-- all right, you know when you're hungry and there's not really anything
to make a good meal-- nothing that really goes together? So you end up eating Ritz crackers
and some dried fruit and a half of a cold piece of pizza. And you're, like, OK. It was fine. But it
wasn't really a well-matched meal. I'm not going to put that on Instagram. That's what driving
the RAV4 is like. It's not bad. It's just outgunned. The RAV4 does many things well. It's a simple,
easy car to live with. And it deserves praise for that. It's also got a lot of personality, which
might seem like a silly reason to buy a car. But it's actually really nice to feel like your vehicle
represents what an interesting, outgoing, outdoorsy person you are-- even if you're just running
errands. The reason the RAV4 doesn't rank higher is because everything that it does-- haul
stuff, offer driver aids, connect to your phone-- its competitors do just a little bit better, or with a
little more style. It over-delivers on features and qualities. I mean, just look at the quilted leather
inside. It's really attractive. OK, we were disappointed with a couple of things with regard to
interior functionality and driveability, especially the steering. But if you really don't care about
how a car drives-- I mean, if you really don't care-- the modern and plentiful features in this
make it worth consideration over basically any other vehicle here. By most of the metrics we
use to measure things, it falls short. It doesn't have the most cargo space. It doesn't have the
best tech. It's not the most options for the money. So why do we rank it so highly? Well, at its
core, at the true spiritual center of cardom-- that would be driving enjoyment-- the Mazda is in a

different league than its competitors. It drives well on curvy roads. It drives well on straight
roads. It looks good standing still. It doesn't have very many gimmicky options, useful or
otherwise. But it just drives great. I mean, it's fun to drive. And we'd be remiss as automotive
enthusiasts if we didn't reward Mazda for taking that road, when most of the segment focuses
on utility. First the bad, and primarily it's with to do with age. The CR-V feels old, especially with
regard to the infotainment system and the technology inside. And also, at this top trim level,
you really don't see your money in the interior like you do in the Rogue and the CX But then
there's everything else. And the CR-V does everything else really well. From the pleasant
on-road experience, to that really nice pleasurable steering too, to the interior, which is massive
but also highly functional and easy to use. Combine that all together and you end up with a
vehicle that remains a really easy recommendation for most shoppers. Stay up to date with the
latest SUV rankings by going to Edmunds. The current Honda CR-V has been a top pick since it
was introduced in It may not be all that exciting, but it is significantly better than the RAV4,
which suffers with a comparably weak engine and numb steering. The Mazda CX-5 is a bit of a
counterpoint to the Honda CR-V in that it's more visually appealing and enjoyable to drive, but it
sacrifices ride comfort and cargo space in the process. It's a great choice for shoppers who
want something a bit more special. It's positively luxurious and upmarket compared to the
RAV4, even though they're similarly priced. Read Edmunds' long-term road test of the Mazda CX
The Hyundai Tucson, like most vehicles in the Hyundai stable, gets you a lot of features for the
money. Add in the standard year warranty and it makes a lot of sense for the long haul. We like
its smooth ride and intuitive infotainment system, but it could move up the rankings with more
cargo space and better fuel economy. The Tucson's base engine is comparably weak against
the RAV4's, but at least there's a more powerful option. Consumer ratings and reviews are also
available for the Toyota RAV4 and all its trim types. Overall, Edmunds users rate the RAV4 3.
Edmunds consumer reviews allow users to sift through aggregated consumer reviews to
understand what other drivers are saying about any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating
breakdowns including performance, comfort, value, interior, exterior design, build quality, and
reliability are available as well to provide shoppers with a comprehensive understanding of why
customers like the RAV4. Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and
reviews for the Toyota RAV4 and all model years in our database. Our rich content includes
expert reviews and recommendations for the RAV4 featuring deep dives into trim levels and
features, performance, mpg, safety, interior, and driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings,
road test and performance data, long-term road tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and
more. This review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers.
Our team drives every car you can buy. We put the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating
how they drive and comparing them in detail to their competitors. We're also regular people like
you, so we pay attention to all the different ways people use their cars every day. We want to
know if there's enough room for our families and our weekend gear and whether or not our
favorite drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors want to help you make the best decision on a car
that fits your life. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a car from
our massive database to find cheap vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Toyota RAV4. Edmunds has deep data on over 6
million new, used, and certified pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and
specs information like: MSRP, average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and
maintenance , features upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise
control, parking assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires,
wheel type, tire size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to
compare vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior
features, specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating,
and color. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that
car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to
make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years.
Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also
good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches.
My notifications My Account. Select year - Upcoming - New - New. Other years. Pros Quiet
interior and comfortable ride quality Abundant cargo and passenger space Easy-to-use controls
Cons Lackluster power from powertrain Uncomfortable front passenger seat Vague steering
What's new No significant changes for Part of the fifth Toyota RAV4 generation introduced for
The RAV4 is a pleasant SUV that rides smoothly, has a roomy interior that's easy to live with,
and offers plenty of utility. It brakes and handles in a confident way, and it's fuel-efficient. The
merely satisfactory engine and indifferent steering, however, prevent it from being a top choice

for a small SUV. The RAV4 doesn't impress here, unfortunately. The engine is willing around
town, and passing and merging are drama-free. But if you're in a huge rush, you might notice
the engine's ultimately modest power delivery. Another gripe we have is with the steering,
which is vague at the center point and doesn't have appropriate levels of feel and heft. As such,
it's easy to misjudge your level of input. In better news, the RAV4's optional upgraded
all-wheel-drive system includes rear-axle torque vectoring and more advanced traction control
systems with selectable terrain settings and hill descent control. The RAV4's suspension is
tuned to strike a good balance between control and softness. The body doesn't bound or float
when you drive over bumps, and small to moderate impacts are absorbed without much drama.
As for the front seats, they are nicely sculpted and padded appropriately, but the seat bottoms
begin to feel flat on longer drives. The passenger side's lack of adjustment can also make it
difficult to find a comfortable position. At highway speeds, the RAV4 is generally quiet. The
exception is when you hit the gas for a burst of speed, at which point the engine sound gets
rather coarse. We do like the climate system's performance. Air distribution is ideal, with
forward vents that can be closed off completely and vents for the rear seat. The driving position,
roominess, and ease of entry and exit are all good. But the RAV4 would score higher if the front
passenger seat wasn't set so high or could be adjusted down. The driver's seat and steering
wheel have a good range of adjustment, but tall drivers might want a smidge more of each.
Outward visibility is praiseworthy. The control layout is intuitive with large, easy-to-read
labeling. The audio system and climate system controls are islands unto themselves, and
everything else is right where you expect it to be. The big rubberized climate control knobs are
nice too. Our only gripe is that the touchscreen is too far away from the driver. The tuning knob,
in particular, requires a reach to twist. The RAV4's interface has a mix of touchscreen and fixed
buttons that are easy to learn without consulting the owner's manual. But even though the
RAV4 is relatively new, the touchscreen's graphics look dated. The sound system works well
enough, but it's nothing special. It's a good thing too since Toyota's native Entune software
remains clunky. The standard suite of driver aids is impressive. It includes adaptive cruise
control that works down to 0 mph, automatic emergency braking, drowsy driver detection,
automatic high beams, lane keeping assist and something called Line Tracing Assist, which is
an active but not hands-free steering aid. The RAV4's cargo hold is nearly the biggest in its
class. You get The RAV4 is also easy to load thanks to a low cargo floor. Up front, the cabin has
numerous shelves and bins to handle assorted road-trip paraphernalia. If you're planning on
towing, certain versions of the RAV4 can pull up to 3, pounds, which is above average for a
small SUV. Parents with young kids will appreciate the RAV4. It's easy to locate and connect
safety seats to the lower car seat anchors. Likewise, tethering to the three upper anchors is
straightforward. Forward-facing seats and boosters fit readily, but installing a rear-facing infant
seat on the passenger side will likely require scooting the front seat up. The too-high front
passenger seat is the issue. We drove an AWD Adventure carrying three people, equipment and
luggage for more than 7, miles. And over a variety of road and weather conditions, we averaged
Our best tank was The RAV4 is well built inside, with nice layered materials and seams that are
invisible because they're built into the styling. It has tactile touches such as rubberized grip
surfaces on the interior door pulls and the radio and climate knobs. The RAV4's optional
simulated leather upholstery feels soft and pliable, and the stitching is tidy. Driving a RAV4 isn't
a chore, but it's not particularly memorable either. The advanced torque vectoring
all-wheel-drive system, capable traction control system with multiple terrain settings, and
styling that's a little more rugged help the RAV4 stand out a little more. It has enough features
and interior upgrades to make it look and feel nicer than supporting models, and delivers it all at
a sensible price. Other notable options are dependent on trim level and include: Surround-view
camera system Panoramic sunroof Heated steering wheel Heated and ventilated front seats
Wireless charging pad. Read more. Find savings on the RAV4 for sale near you. ZIP Code. See
Pricing. See all RAV4 lease offers. Sponsored cars related to the RAV4. Nissan Rogue vs.
Toyota RAV4 vs. Mazda CX-5! Blind-Spot Monitoring Monitors your blind spots for other
vehicles, illuminating a warning signal on the outside mirrors. Side Impact Test Good. People
who viewed this also viewed 3. Related RAV4 Articles. The Edmunds experts tested the RAV4
both on the road and at the track, giving it a 7. What about cargo capacity? When you're
thinking about carrying stuff in your new car, keep in mind that carrying capacity for the RAV4
ranges from And then there's safety and reliability. Learn more. To determine whether the
Toyota RAV4 is reliable, read Edmunds' authentic consumer reviews, which come from real
owners and reveal what it's like to live with the RAV4. Look for specific complaints that keep
popping up in the reviews
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, and be sure to compare the RAV4's average consumer rating to that of competing vehicles.
There's a lot to consider if you're wondering whether the Toyota RAV4 is a good car. Edmunds'
expert testing team reviewed the RAV4 and gave it a 7. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo
capacity and feature availability should all be factors in determining whether the RAV4 is a good
car for you. What do people think of the Toyota RAV4? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds
experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Toyota RAV4 and all model
years in our database. Our Review Process This review was written by a member of Edmunds'
editorial team of expert car reviewers. Which Toyota RAV4s are available in my area? Can't find
a new Toyota RAV4s you want in your area? Consider a broader search. Why trust Edmunds?
Check out Toyota lease specials. Sign Up. Get price. Our verdict. How does the RAV4 drive?
How comfortable is the RAV4? How economical is the RAV4? Is the RAV4 a good value?

