2009 jeep commander review

I have had it since April and have had not one problem with it. We are a Military family, so its my
Husband and I, 2 kids, 2 dogs and 2 cats when we move which is a lot! I am upset they stopped
production on these. I love it. We bought this Jeep in Oct new with 3 miles on it. In Nov we
began having problems with the drive train. In a highway passing situation the RPM would red
line but the transmission would lose power causing the Jeep to slow. This has happened at
least 5 different times. It has been to the dealer every time. Each time they say they can't find
the problem and that all the codes are correct. The first time we were told it was still in the
break-in period, next they told us to turn off the traction cont but it happened again. Twice this
issue has caused a near collision. We have contacted Chrysler and so far have not had any
help. Chrysler has a problem. Good thing we got the warranty because we have had to replace a
cylinder head, a transfer case, a differential, the power steering hoses, and rain has a massive
leak to the interior thought the windshield area. Sounds great with the warranty, right? Chrysler
and the dealer just make up what they want to cover under their bumper to bumper warranty as
they go along. If you don't like it then hire an attorney and go sue them. This Jeep is like
maintaining an old Mercedes. The Hemi engine is nice, but not very smooth due to the 4
cylinder mode at light throttle. The Jeep has excellent traction in bad conditions and on Forest
Service roads. The seats are comfortable but could use a tilt adjustment on the lower seat
cushion and possibly a thigh cushion adjustment if they really wanted to go first class. The rear
seats are short on leg room unless the front seat passengers cooperate. You cannot drive long
distances with four tall people in the car, however if the rear seat passengers are children or
smallish women there is no problem. The air conditioning is weak and if I lived in south Texas
or Florida I would not buy this car for that reason alone. It is fine up to 95 degrees but struggles
after that. My gas mileage is 12 mpg in city driving and 16 mpg on long trips driving 75 mph.
Frankly, this warranty issues sour me on Fiat-Jeep-Chrysler. I have had similar issues with my
Fiat warranty where the issue is obviously covered but they want to charge me anyway. The
constant fighting with warranty costs and the lack of reliability will having me switching brands
with my next purchase. Too bad because the car is fun to drive. This car has been perfect for
me. I live in a rural area with LOTS of snow and drive 50 miles round trip a day to work.
Dependable and safe. It's been a great SUV! Popular searches. My notifications My Account.
More about the Commander. View Photos. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Filter
by: All ratings 5 stars 4 stars 3 stars 2 stars 1 star. I love this Jeep! Items per page:. Write a
review See all Commanders for sale. Sponsored cars related to the Commander. Sign Up. Poor
rearward visibility, hard-to-read gauges, and uncomfortable rear seating have made many wary
of Jeep's Commander when shopping for an SUV. Jeep will stop producing its Commander after
this year, so if you want one, get a Buy a Sport, and hand-pick your options. The Commander is
a full-size SUV, seating five or seven, depending on options, available in three trims with three
engines, all mated to a five-speed automatic transmission. Capable of towing up to 7, pounds,
all trims and engines are available with either rear- or all-wheel drive. For , the Commander gets
a power upgrade for its largest engine, which increases to hp, a hp increase over Each of the
three trims has its own standard engine, with optional upgrades available for the Sport and
Limited trims. Sports come standard with a 3. Optional in the Sport and standard in the Limited
is an Efriendly 4. Finally, the top-tier Overland boasts a brutal hp from a 5. This engine is also
available as an option on the Limited and produces lb-ft of torque at 4, RPM. Still, all three
engines perform with compliance, with only the 3. Particular praise should be awarded to the
five-speed automatic transmission mated to all three engines, which has been noted as
responsive and smooth in all situations. Available with all- or rear-wheel drive, the Commander
even comes with a low gear specifically for off-road situations. Continued improvements in
structural integrity across the industry continue to blur the line between truck and car, and this
is particularly evident here. The tall, boxy structure, while iconic, lends to excessive body roll
and lean in turns, abysmal fuel efficiency, and a particular weakness to crosswinds. Solid
braking and pedal feel are complimented by sturdy, responsive steering and one of the quietest
rides of any SUV available. It should be noted however, that engine noise from the two V8s
intrudes into the cabin, especially during hard acceleration, and some have found this less than
pleasant. Long-distance driving is severely hampered by a trifecta of tribulations, namely an
almost total lack of rearward visibility, uncomfortable seating, and gauge markings that leave
older drivers straining. Other than those complaints, the controls of the Commander are
well-placed and intuitive, and the styling has been well-received by both reviewers and
consumers in years past. The third row should be left to children and other pets, but the
theater-style seating is a novel feature. Cargo room, both in the rear and the cabin, is quite
plentiful, although hampered by the optional third row of seating. The Commander is tall, and
that makes loading from the rear a chore, but not obstructively so. Sports come standard with a
tilt and telescoping steering wheel with radio controls, rear privacy glass, an eight-way powered

driver's seat, power and heated mirrors, remote entry, satellite radio, and more. Limiteds
additionally enjoy dual climate control, a navigation system and rearview camera, a leather
steering wheel and upholstery, heated first- and second-row seats, a memory system with
power-adjustable pedals, a four-way power passenger seat, power sunroof and glass roof
panels, an upgraded sound system, Bluetooth, and countless other amenities. Overlands enjoy
a wood and leather steering wheel and a powered liftgate in addition to the features on the
Limited. All Jeep Commanders come standard with dual front, side, and side curtain airbags,
rollover deployment, four-wheel antilock disc brakes with brake assist, anti-skid and traction
control, as well as a tire pressure monitoring system and a rear obstacle detection system.
NHTSA crash test results scored five stars for both driver and passenger front impacts, but
have not been released for side impacts in Rollover and rollover resistance both scored three
stars. Smooth suspensions and transmissions are marred by uncomfortable seats, an almost
total lack of rear visibility, and hard-to-read gauges. Still, the Commander is quiet, refined and
dignified, with more than enough power to haul personnel, parcels, and playthings. Since then,
his journalistic travels have taken him from NY to Boston to CA, completing a cross-country
tour on a restored vintage Suzuki. While his preference is for fine German automobiles - and the
extra leg room they so often afford - his first automobile memories center around impromptu
Mustang vs. Corvette races down the local highway, in the backseat of his father's latest
acquisition. Clyde I am 70 years old and find the gauges very easy to see and read, the seats are
exceptionally comfortable especially on long trips, and rear visibility is fine if you use your
mirrors and backup camera. I have really enjoyed my Commander. Hello I have a Jeep 3. I have
a Jeep Commander that's just over K miles, and it went into safe mode and had to get towed
home. Can my car be saved? I recently bought this Jeep commander and I absolutely love it
shortly after buying it a chickens and light came on. I have a commander 4. Due to the cost, can
I replace the upper 8 plugs and then the lower 8 at a different time? Average user score. Based
on 9 reviews. I Love My Jeep!!! Best Vehicle Ever! The Bad Poor rearward visibility, hard-to-read
gauges, and uncomfortable rear seating have made many wary of Jeep's Commander when
shopping for an SUV. The CarGurus View Jeep will stop producing its Commander after this
year, so if you want one, get a Updated Oct 27, What's your take on the Jeep Commander?
Report Clyde I am 70 years old and find the gauges very easy to see and read, the seats are
exceptionally comfortable especially on long trips, and rear visibility is fine if you use your
mirrors and backup camera. Have you driven a Jeep Commander? Rank This Car. Cars
compared to Jeep Commander. Have questions? Ask a question. Browse questions. Favorite
Favorite. Jeep Commander Experts. Know more, shop wisely Search. Related Models For Sale.
Other Years. Used Cars for Sale. Compare Jeep Commander to Related Models. Select Year
Whoever gave the green light on the original Jeep Commander project must have been
compelled by the thought of advertising a Jeep that could seat seven. But when Jeep
introduced the Commander in late as a model, SUV buyers yawned, causing leadership at
DaimlerChrysler to gulp, swallow hard, and wonder if the vehicle was worth the investment. The
Commander is closely related to the Grand Cherokee mechanically but introduces a boxier body
and reconfigured interior over similar components. The boxy shape takes after Jeep tradition,
especially following the styling cues left off the last Cherokee, and has a large, muscular
appearance, which is what many SUV buyers still want. Jeep styled the cabin of the Commander
in a straightforward fashion. The comfortable and supportive front seats contradict the cramped
legroom of rear seats in the Jeep Commander. The optional third-row seat suffers a similar lack
of legroom made worse by the limited headroom. Children will find it comfortable, until they hit
a growth spurt. If anybody is sitting in the way back, get used to your exterior mirrors, as
rearward visibility is virtually nil. Performance for the Jeep Commander has improved with the
introduction of a new 5. Other available engines include the base 3. However, that's not enough
power for this big Jeep, even with a standard five-speed automatic. The larger 4. Three separate
four-wheel-drive systems are available, including part- and full-time units, and each for different
types of off-roading. The truth is, the Jeep Commander gets lousy mileage regardless of which
engine you choose the 3. Safety features abound and include side curtain airbags, stability
control, and anti-lock brakes. These features add peace of mind to the Jeep's excellent
performance in frontal crash testsâ€”five stars in government trials. The Commander, though,
has a three-star rollover rating. Although retail sales remain unimpressive, the Jeep
Commander is considered by several editors from TheCarConnection. It certainly contains two
fundamental cues sought out by SUV shoppersâ€”a big and strong appearance. In many ways
the Jeep Commander strikes a close resemblance to the old Cherokeeâ€”the loss of which Jeep
lovers have long lamented. With its squared-off styling and tall stance, it maintains Jeep's
rugged, simple design aesthetic. According to Kelley Blue Book, the Jeep Commander "bears a
striking resemblance to the formers beloved and boxy design. The Jeep Commander's interior

styling is straightforward. Consumer Guide reports that the "Sport's cabin is more rugged than
rich, appropriate for a vehicle with off-road pretensions," adding that the Limited's "extra trim
and leather upholstery creates a more upscale ambiance. The various engine options, as well as
drivetrain choices, control which wheels transfer power to the ground. The big news for is the
introduction of the new 5. Along with more power, the new engine is also more fuel-efficient.
The smaller of the other two engines is a 3. A step up from that is a 4. Reviewers give mixed
opinions of the various engines, with Edmunds remarking, "The base Jeep Commander Sport
gets its pep from a standard 3. Consumer Guide lists the Commander as being able to tow 7,
pounds. Consumer Guide also notes that all engines "team with a five-speed automatic
transmission," which Cars. A trio of four-wheel-drive systems is available, including part- and
full-time units. Fuel economy is a bit counterintuitive with the Commander. None of the engines
provide fuel-efficient operation, but the powerful HEMI rates 13 mpg city, 19
highwayâ€”compared to 14 mpg city, 18 highway for the base V ConsumerGuide points out that
the 4. The Jeep Commander is not a true luxury SUV, and it never let occupants forget that;
however, it still retains sturdy construction and off-road prowess. When the third-row seat is
lowered, storage space becomes a strong suit of the Commander. To this regard Consumer
Guide comments, "Generous space is made more useful by a wide, flat floor and large hatch
opening," but notes that with the third-row bench in the "up" position, "available cargo space
shrinks to negligible. Although the Jeep Commander is a definite upgrade compared to the old
Cherokee, reviewers' opinions are mixed. Edmunds calls the interior materials "lackluster" and
cites "too much hard plastic for an SUV in this price range," while Cars. When tested by the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration NHTSA , the Commander scored three stars in
the rollover test and received the best rating of five stars for frontal impact crash tests. All Jeep
Commanders includes four-wheel-disc anti-lock brakes, traction control, and an electronic
stability system. The Web site also states that the "stability system uses Chrysler's Electronic
Roll Mitigation, which attempts to intuit an imminent rollover and trigger preventative braking
measures. Although a rearview camera is available on the Commander, rear visibility is certainly
an issue. Each ascending trim level of the Jeep Commander offers a wider variation of standard
features both inside and out, while optional equipment includes even more gadgetry. The Jeep
Commander is available in Sport, Limited, and Overland trim levels, with optional rear- or
all-wheel drive. Power windows and door locks, a power driver seat, air conditioning, and a CD
player are standard equipment on all Jeep Commander models. Edmunds reports that the
Limited model adds "a power sunroof with twin skylights for those ensconced in the second
row, satellite radio, rain-sensing automatic wipers, power-adjustable pedals and an automatic
dual-zone climate control. Among them are Sirius Satellite TV, which debuted in Chrysler's
redesigned minivans not long ago; it streams mobile content from Nickelodeon, The Disney
Channel and Cartoon Network to the Commander's rear flip-down screen. A navigation system
can be coupled with it, and the system includes real-time traffic monitoring, provided you
subscribe to Sirius Satellite Radio, which streams the data in. Other Jeep Commander features
include inch aluminum machined-face wheels with painted pockets standard on Sport models ;
inch, five-spoke aluminum machined face wheels with painted pockets standard on Limited
models, optional on Overland models ; and inch, seven-spoke aluminum chrome-clad wheels
standard on Overland models. Subaru Tesla Toyota Volkswagen Volvo. Research By Category
Body Style. Start a Loan Request Form Today! Used Cars. By Make. New Cherokee Compass.
Gladiator Grand Cherokee. Renegade Wrangler. Used Commander Liberty. Used By Year.
Reviews Specs Photos Inventory. Dislikes Unsettling ride on broken pavement Cramped
second- and third-row passenger seats Limited rear visibility Low mileage with any engine.
While not a great people mover, the Jeep Commander is a trail-capable Jeep. Used Jeep
Commander for sale near change location. Review continues below. Continue Reading. Rate
and Review your car for The Car Connection! Tell us your own ratings for a vehicle you own.
Rate your car on Performance, Safety, Features and more. Rating breakdown on a scale of 1 to
10? Compare the Jeep Commander against the competition. Used Honda Pilot cars. Used Ford
Explorer 4, cars. Used Nissan Pathfinder cars. Used Toyota 4Runner cars. All Rights Reserved.
Stock photography by izmo, Inc. Read our Cookie Policy. Though it provides plenty of power
and impressive off-roading ability, the Jeep Commander is hampered by its compromised cargo
capacity and poor fuel economy. A luxury off-road family vehicle -- now there's an interesting
concept. Now in its fourth year in production, the Jeep Commander was created to provide the
seven-passenger seating of a family crossover, the amenities of a luxury SUV and the
endearingly blocky styling of the long-departed Cherokee. The Commander mostly meets these
individual goals, but we're not sure they come together in a way that best meets the needs of
consumers. For , the Commander's top-shelf 5. This is made possible by a revised variable
valve timing system, which also improves fuel economy. The vigorous and smooth Hemi now

churns out 52 more horses than the available 4. This obviously makes the Hemi the engine of
choice if your heart is set on buying a Commander. However, we think most consumers would
be better served by looking elsewhere. The Commander's passenger and cargo space pale in
comparison to that of full-size crossovers like the Ford Flex, GMC Acadia and Mazda CX-9, while
its fuel economy and driving dynamics also trail these class leaders. The loaded Limited and
Overland models offer plenty of creature comforts, but there are luxury-branded vehicles that
provide a more upscale image and ambience for similar cash. Few can challenge the off-road
prowess of the Commander in this segment, yet we don't know many families that go trail
busting in their large SUVs. The Jeep Commander does what it's designed to do, but for the
most part, the competition does it better. Seven seats are standard in the latter two trims and
optional in the Sport, which comes standard with only two rows of seats. Adding the third-row
seat nets foglamps and rear climate controls. The Popular Equipment Group tacks on remote
ignition, heated front seats, power-adjustable pedals and upgraded speakers. The Luxury Group
adds auto headlamps, a power passenger seat, an auto-dimming rearview interior mirror and a
universal garage opener. An upgraded stereo system is also available, featuring touchscreen
control, digital music storage, an iPod interface and a back-up camera. This is included with the
optional navigation system. The Limited adds all the Sport's option groups plus auto-dimming
exterior mirrors, heated mirrors, automatic dual-zone climate control, higher-quality interior
surfaces, heated second-row seats, manual front seat lumbar control, driver memory functions,
leather upholstery, a leather-wrapped steering wheel optional on the Sport and Bluetooth. The
Overland adds to all this inch chrome-clad wheels, a towing package, a power liftgate,
auto-leveling xenon headlamps, a wood and leather steering wheel, leather and faux-suede
upholstery and special Overland badging. The headlamps are a stand-alone option on the
Limited, while both lower trims can be equipped with the power liftgate and towing package.
Each Jeep Commander model is offered with either rear- or four-wheel drive. The Limited has
the latter standard. Optional on the Sport and Limited and standard on the Overland is the more
advanced Quadra Drive II system, which includes hill start assist, hill descent control, and front
and rear electronic limited-slip differentials. Under the hood, the base Commander Sport comes
standard with a 3. Like all Commanders, the Sport gets a five-speed automatic standard.
Optional on the Sport and standard on the Limited is a 4. Optional on the Limited and standard
on the Overland is a 5. Properly equipped, the Commander can tow 3, pounds with the V6, 6,
pounds with the 4. All Commanders come standard with antilock disc brakes, stability control
with rollover mitigation, and full-length side curtain airbags. In government crash tests, the Jeep
Commander achieved a perfect five stars for frontal collision protection. It hasn't undergone
side impact testing. The Jeep Commander has a comfortable, serene ride. Some drivers might
find its undulating body motions excessive when driven over bumps, however. In off-road
applications, the Commander's ample wheel travel, sophisticated 4WD systems and decent
ground clearance enable it to conquer some pretty rugged terrain. That said, we'd opt for a
more compact Jeep if off-roading is a frequent activity -- the Commander is just too large for
optimal trail busting. The Commander's interior exhibits clean, functional instrumentation and
controls that are consistent with Jeep's user-friendly interior designs. However, the
touchscreen controls that come with the available navigation system and upgraded stereo are
poorly executed, with small touch buttons, too many menu pages and unresponsive navigation
map controls. The front seats are superbly comfortable. The second-row theater seats provide a
good view of the road, but they unfortunately provide only average legroom, and larger
occupants will find third-row accommodations decidedly cramped. Cargo space behind the
third-row seat is only 7. Maximum cargo capacity with all rear seats folded is 69 cubic feet for
models with the third-row seat; for comparison, most competitors in this class usually provide
80 cubic feet or more. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds
also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to help you make informed
decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply research the type of car you're
interested in and then select a used car from our massive database to find cheap prew-owned
vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check
the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid
for the Used Jeep Commander. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll
probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true,
provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the
car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a
month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three
years or so. Check out Jeep lease specials Check out Jeep Commander lease specials. Popular
searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car.
Small third-row seat, lackluster fuel economy, poor base V6, unimpressive cargo space,

irritating touchscreen navigation and audio controls. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code.
See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. The Jeep Commander's optional 5.
Interior materials are improved on Limited and Overland trims, and an iPod interface is now
included with the optional navigation system. Read more. Write a review See all 19 reviews. I
have had it since April and have had not one problem with it. We are a Military family, so its my
Husband and I, 2 kids, 2 dogs and 2 cats when we move which is a lot! I am upset they stopped
production on these. I love it. Read less. It can't be trusted. We bought this Jeep in Oct new with
3 miles on it. In Nov we began having problems with the drive train. In a highway passing
situation the RPM would red line but the transmission would lose power causing the Jeep to
slow. This has happened at least 5 different times. It has been to the dealer every time. Each
time they say they can't find the problem and that all the codes are correct. The first time we
were told it was still in the break-in period, next they told us to turn off the traction cont but it
happened again. Twice this issue has caused a near collision. We have contacted Chrysler and
so far have not had any help. Chrysler has a problem. Quite Expensive to Maintain Despite
Warranty. Good thing we got the warranty because we have had to replace a cylinder head, a
transfer case, a differential, the power steering hoses, and rain has a massive leak to the interior
thought the windshield area. Sounds great with the warranty, right? Chrysler and the dealer just
make up what they want to cover under their bumper to bumper warranty as they go along. If
you don't like it then hire an attorney and go sue them. This Jeep is like maintaining an old
Mercedes. The Hemi engine is nice, but not very smooth due to the 4 cylinder mode at light
throttle. The Jeep has excellent traction in bad conditions and on Forest Service roads. The
seats are comfortable but could use a tilt adjustment on the lower seat cushion and possibly a
thigh cushion adjustment if they really wanted to go first class. The rear seats are short on leg
room unless the front seat passengers cooperate. You cannot drive long distances with four tall
people in the car, however if the rear seat passengers are children or smallish women there is
no problem. The air conditioning is weak and if I lived in south Texas or Florida I would not buy
this car for that reason alone. It is fine up to 95 degrees but struggles after that. My gas mileage
is 12 mpg in city driving and 16 mpg on long trips driving 75 mph. Frankly, this warranty issues
sour me on Fiat-Jeep-Chrysler. I have had similar issues with my Fiat warranty where the issue
is obviously covered but they want to charge me anyway. The constant fighting with warranty
costs and the lack of reliability will having me switching brands with my next purchase. Too bad
because the car is fun to drive. This car has been perfect for me. I live in a rural area with LOTS
of snow and drive 50 miles round trip a day to work. Dependable and safe. It's been a great SUV!
See all 19 reviews of the Used Jeep Commander. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating.
Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. See full safety scores. People who
viewed this also viewed 4 average Rating out of 1 reviews. Sponsored cars related to the
Commander. Sign Up. The Jeep Commander commands its brand only in name. It is among the
youngest nameplates in the Jeep lineup, and its sales figures command little more than an
exasperated groan. From a high of over 88,, yearly sales fell to 28, in You can still get a Jeep
Commander with the Hemi V-8, but the responsible choiceâ€”as far as seven-passenger,
V-8â€”powered SUVs are concerned in a gasping economyâ€”is the smaller, 4. Oh, wait. Never
mind. The 4. Could Custer have used a few more soldiers that fateful day? Zero to 60 mph took
8. Highs: Limited trim standardizes lots of features, anybody can find his or her ideal driving
position. Top speed is limited to mph, plenty fast for something so tall and boxy, although high
speeds are not as frightening as its proportions would suggest. The high roof, the narrow width,
and the floppy tire sidewallsâ€”which, at the end of our testing, showed landmark
shoulder-block featheringâ€”combine for relentless understeer at the limit and truly unsettling
transient behavior. The electronic stability-control system is well calibrated, though, only
intervening when things get really hairy and doing so in a smooth, controlled manner. Should
this Commander find itself deployed on pavement patrols, occupants will have much to
celebrate. Lows: Does nothing particularly well, nobody but the driver is comfortable. Movies
might placate the kids in almost any circumstance, but adults relegated to middle- or back-seat
duty will be begging for more territory. The second-row seats recline individually, but the
seatbacks are narrow enough to strand the inboard shoulder on the middle seat, which only
folds forward. Free up some shoulder space by flipping down the center section, though, and
the narrowness of the bottom cushion forces those of ample bottom to ride knock-kneed. The
third-row perches are about 25 percent wider but come with their own compromise, namely, the
positioning of the seat only eight or so inches off the floor. Imagine sitting on a pair of
phonebooks with your knees in your face, and you have a pretty good sense of it. At least the
power-adjustable pedals, the tilting and telescoping steering wheel, and the eight-way
adjustable seat mean the driver can get perfectly comfortable. Although Custer was caught off
guard by the musket balls passing through his chest and temple, the Jeep Commander knows it

is entering its last stand. With its sales constricting and its parent company and the entire home
market backed into a corner, the Commander is scheduled to be axed after the model year. If
you want one, time is short, but there are deals to be had. New Cars. Buyer's Guide. Type
keyword s to search. Today's Top Stories. The Best Sedans of Best EVs and Hybrids of Best
Pickup Trucks of Best Minivans and Vans of Best Station Wagons of View Photos. Best SUVs.
Expand Collapse. This content is created and maintained by a third party, and imported onto
this page to help users provide their email addresses. You may be able to find more information
about this and similar content at piano. Advertisement - Continue Reading Below. More From
From the Archive. While the British car buying public may recognise Jeep models like the
Wrangler and the Cherokee, the Commander is one that, rather gallingly for its importers,
remains resolutely beneath the popular radar. Introduced to combat the threat of seven-seater
Volvo XC90 and Land Rover Discovery models, the Commander is big, blocky and a bit of a
bargain, in the used market at the very least. If you can track one down, you'll get a whole heap
of capability for a lot less than the going rate for its key rivals. For a company that has such a
long and illustrious history of building 4x4 vehicles, it's perhaps a little surprising that Jeep
seemed to be caught on the hop by the surge in popularity in this country of seven seat 4x4s.
The market started germinating in , helped by the runaway success of the Volvo XC90 but really
took off in when the Land Rover Discovery 3 started to dominate the marketplace. Jeep needed
to respond and given that the Grand Cherokee was a little too compact to seat seven sensibly,
the company used the Grand Cherokee platform and added a little more overhang and roof
height at the back so that another pair of seats could be incorporated. While the Commander
could never be accused of being a proactive product, it is a pragmatic one and one that makes a
lot of sense as a used buy. Introduced with both the 5. The military surplus styling of the
Commander takes a little getting used to. With its tacked on wheelarches and heavy duty scuff
plates, it looks like something that should be touring Fallujah looking for insurgents rather than
collecting the kids from school. It is, therefore, perfect for the burgeoning quantity of buyers
who prefer a little presence to get ahead in the traffic. Jeep never expected to sell too many,
importing just cars to the UK annually, so there's set to be a measure of exclusivity to boot. The
seating system is interesting insofar as Jeep have allowed every passenger a decent view out of
the car. It's easy to miss the subtle step-up in roof height half way along as the eye is diverted
by the roof rails, but this increase in headroom means that each successive row of seats sits
higher than the one in front. Five six-footers will fit easily into the first two rows of seats
although the back two seats are best left to the kids. Squeeze seven passengers on board and
you'd better hope they've packed light because that'll leave a mere 6 cubic feet of luggage
space available. Seat five, fold the rearmost pair of seats down and you'll have a more
satisfactory Drop the middle row as well and you'll have a massive Although the Commander is
a mere two inches longer than the Grand Cherokee and shares that model's The track is half an
inch wider so the Commander is big but not of behemoth proportions. That's important when
you're trying to slot it down a city street without depriving every other motorist of their door
mirrors. Please fill in the form here for an exact up-to-date information. As with any used 4x4,
check for signs of heavy off road use. Few Commanders will have done much more than climb a
grass verge but you can never be too careful. Oil leaks and worn rear shock absorbers have
been known. The wheels are easy to scratch during enthusiastic off-roading. Otherwise this is a
pretty tough vehicle that has few reported gremlins. Don't pay top dollar from a buyer who
claims to have paid full list price from new. As you might expect for a car of American origin,
parts are not particularly cheap. However, there is a well-established dealer network so it should
be reasonably easy to track spares down. The 3. The 5. The diesel car gets to 60 in 9 seconds
and will return just over 26mpg. The Commander's beefy five-link solid rear axle combines with
an independent short-and-long-arm front suspension which Jeep have designed to give a better
than class average ride and steering feel. The rack and pinion steering system is a revelation if
you've only ever driven a previous generation Grand Cherokee model. In short, it turns the car
from a bit of a lumberer into something a whole lot sharper and the Commander benefits hugely
from its inclusion. Like all Jeep products, this means that there's not a great deal of roll when
cornering hard. Get a little too enthusiastic with the cornering and you'll feel grateful for the
standard fit electronic stability control, antilock brakes with BrakeAssist, and side curtain
airbags that cover all three rows. Like most Jeeps, the Commander has a relatively high
waistline, but you don't get the feeling you're that far off the ground. The front seats are rather
flat in the cushion, but otherwise they'll fit most bodies without offering too much in the way of
lateral support. The instrument panel will hold no surprises to anybody with a passing
familiarity with Jeep products either. The Commander is unlikely to be anyone's first choice to
tackle really rough off-road terrain, but Jeep gamely insists that the Commander, appropriately
equipped, is "Trail Rated. When slippage is detected, percent of the power can be sent to an

individual wheel with traction. It'll get you out of some seemingly unsalvageably sticky
situations. The Commander might not be the
race car toggle switches
76 celica gt
residential hvac wiring diagrams
most obvious choice amongst luxury 7-seater used 4x4s but then the smart buys never are.
For the price of an entry-level Zafira, you could pick up a low mileage Jeep Commander with a
Mercedes-sourced 3. Sound tempting? It does to me. By clicking subscribe you are adhering to
our terms and conditions. Please see our privacy policy for more details. Personal Business.
Sales enquiries: Personal Breakdown Cover. How to pass your driving test Car insurance
guides. RAC Drive. Greater London Change location. Your location is currently set as Greater
London Update location. Use my location. Search RAC Drive for news, reviews, advice and
more. Jeep Commander - used car review. Get covered. Join now. Get our best motoring
stories, delivered. Get the latest news, reviews and offers to help keep your motoring costs
down. You might also like. Sign up for our newsletter Get the latest news, advice, reviews and
offers to help keep your motoring costs down. Privacy policy Accessibility Cookie policy.

