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The Volkswagen GTI may not be top dog when it comes to performance numbers, but overall
it's one of our top picks when it comes to sporty hatchbacks. Mark Twain famously wrote,
"There are three kinds of lies: lies, damned lies and statistics. But that's a lie. In reality, the GTI
is a front runner among the competition. Sure, the Volkswagen GTI isn't as quick to reach 60
mph as the competition, nor can it weave through the slalom or cling to a skid pad as
tenaciously. How then, you ask, can the GTI rank so highly in such a sport-oriented segment?
The answer is two-fold: refinement and drivability. It's so nice, in fact, that it could be mistaken
for a cabin from sister company Audi, save for the plaid fabric seats. About those private school
uniform-patterned coverings -- it's a nod to the original GTI from more than three decades ago.
The GTI also boasts surprising amounts of rear legroom and useful cargo space considering its
compact overall size. Drivability is the other main advantage the Volkswagen GTI has over other
sport hatches. Output from the 2. Competitors like the Mazdaspeed 3 and Mini Cooper S suffer
from torque steer -- the sensation of the steering wheel tugging in your hands under hard
acceleration -- that many drivers find distracting. Certainly, there's a lot to like about all of these
cars. But if you're like Mark Twain and don't blindly go by the numbers, you'll find the GTI an
ideal pick -- the sum of its parts can't be quantified with statistics alone. The Volkswagen GTI is
a high-performance compact hatchback offered in both two-door and four-door body styles. The
base GTI's standard equipment includes inch alloy wheels, a rear roof spoiler, foglights, heated
outside mirrors, launch control with DSG only , a sport suspension, full power accessories, a
tilt-and-telescoping steering wheel, alloy pedals, a leather-wrapped steering wheel, steering
wheel-mounted shift paddles DSG only , cruise control, a trip computer, air-conditioning, heated
front sport seats, plaid cloth upholstery, split-folding rear seats with a center pass-through,
Bluetooth and an eight-speaker stereo with CD player, satellite radio, auxiliary audio input and
iPod integration. As the name suggests, the GTI with Sunroof trim adds a sunroof, but also gets
you a leather-trimmed sport steering wheel with multifunction controls, a touchscreen interface
for the stereo and an in-dash CD changer. The GTI with Sunroof and Navigation adds adaptive
xenon headlights and a touchscreen navigation system. The front-wheel-drive Volkswagen GTI
is powered by a 2. A six-speed manual transmission is standard, while a six-speed dual-clutch
automated manual called DSG is optional. The DSG transmission can be shifted manually via
the shift lever or paddles on the steering wheel, or it can operate as a standard automatic. In
testing, the GTI accelerated from zero to 60 mph in 7. It is also on the pokey side in terms of
handling, turning in a mph run through the slalom and pulling 0. Standard safety equipment for
the Volkswagen GTI includes antilock disc brakes with brake assist, stability control, front-seat
side airbags and full-length side curtain airbags. Last year's optional rear-seat side airbags for
the four-door have been discontinued. In government crash testing, the GTI sedan earned four
out of five stars for frontal crash protection of the driver and front passenger and five stars for
side impact driver protection. In performance testing, braking from 60 to zero mph required feet,
which is a full car length longer than the Mazdaspeed 3's impressively short foot halt. On paper,
the Volkswagen GTI isn't as quick or nimble as other sport hatchbacks, but unless you're
battling for the quarter-mile or shortest lap time, it provides a better overall driving experience.
Turbo lag is nearly undetectable and torque steer is apparent only when driven with reckless
abandon. Either transmission performs admirably, with rapid and smooth shifts from the DSG.
In everyday conditions the GTI feels solid and composed, though some enthusiast drivers will
likely complain that the suspension tuning is too soft for truly aggressive driving. The flip side,
though, is that the GTI also gets high marks for comfort and ride quality when compared to the
competition. At highway speeds, the cabin remains as quiet as some luxury cars, and bumps in
the road are smoothed over by the compliant suspension. All told, the Volkswagen GTI provides
enough sporting fun to satisfy most drivers. Among sporty hatchbacks, the Volkswagen GTI's
interior ranks at the top of our list. Plaid seat heritage aside, the overall cabin reflects a more
serious and mature design language, with hints of Audi's upscale trim and switchgear
throughout. Materials quality is as good as it gets in this segment, as are the well-shaped front
seats. Gaining access to the surprisingly roomy rear seats is naturally easier with the four-door
GTI, but ingress and egress to the two-door's rear seat is a relatively painless ordeal. Behind
the rear seats, the cargo area can hold up to When down, the split-folding rear seats bump that
figure up to 46 cubes. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds
also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to help you make informed
decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply research the type of car you're
interested in and then select a used car from our massive database to find cheap prew-owned
vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check
the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid
for the Used Volkswagen GTI. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll
probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true,

provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the
car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a
month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three
years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save. View
Photos. Appraise this car. Many competitively priced sport compacts are quicker and handle
better. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review.
Vehicle overview. For , Volkswagen has simplified the GTI's trim levels. Otherwise, the GTI
remains largely unchanged. Read more. Write a review See all 31 reviews. Not so good after 5
Months. Well I blame myself for not doing my homework, but reliability has been less than poor.
Like many state VW Customer Service is terrible. When its not in the shop its a great car.
Handles well, fuel consumption is also a big plus. I don't tend to keep cars long but this may be
a record even for me, may be gone for the first oil change. Read less. I am one of those types of
people that buy a new car every year. My GTI is by far my favorite. The look, the feel, the
performance.. I could go on for days. If you are thinking about getting one, take it for a test drive
and you will not regret it. Looking of something fun? I purchased my 4dr GTI Autobahn about 2
weeks ago. In this time, it has continued to surprise me in every way possible. I traded my
Infiniti G37s coupe on this, looking for something that was sporty, fun and bigger. It is a blast to
drive and has all the features most of us could ever need. Overall it's been a very likeable car.
Appearance is still very new with just over miles on it. No squeaks or rattles or any other
hickups in my year of driving. The interior is in great shape and I have become accustomed to
all the controls. I don't care for the round knobs on the sunroof control and climate controls,
more on that later. Also a feature I'm not fond of is the tiny rear-view mirror. I especially like the
bluetooth, very easy to use. Back seat access is fair. Write a review. Sponsored cars related to
the GTI. Sign Up. The newest VW Touareg offers an available gasoline-electric hybrid powertrain
and more passenger room, greater performance and higher fuel economy than its precursor. If
you don't need three rows of seats or class-leading cargo capacity, the Volkswagen Touareg
deserves a look. The Volkswagen Touareg represents the luxury SUV's first full redesign since
it debuted a decade ago. In a nod to the on-road preferences of most crossover SUV owners,
VW did away with the heavy and complex dual-range transfer case for off-roading. This
contributes to a weight loss this year of nearly pounds, which along with the new structure's
increased rigidity notably sharpens on-pavement performance. Under the hood, the new VW
Touareg offers a choice of three engines. Two are carry-over: V6 gas and V6 turbodiesel. But
rather than a gas-guzzling V8 at the top of the ranks, there is now a hybrid model sporting a
supercharged V6 along with a battery-powered electric motor. This powertrain has been
developed in conjunction with Porsche, and indeed it is the same hybrid powertrain that powers
the Porsche Cayenne Hybrid. Volkswagen's first-ever hybrid is as close as you'll get to a "cake
and eat it" experience, as it provides the performance of a V8 but with better fuel economy than
a V6. Along with a net output of nearly horsepower that allows the Touareg Hybrid to sprint to
60 mph from a standstill in just 6. That's 40 percent higher than the 15 mpg combined the V8
version offered a few years ago. A new eight-speed automatic standard for all trim levels also
helps improve the fuel economy of both the V6 gas and turbodiesel models. The Touareg's
exterior styling is taut and crisp, with more pronounced character lines and wheel arches. The
Touareg is still a midsize crossover with seating for five, but those in back are particularly well
served now, with more rear legroom and a backrest that reclines to three different positions.
With rich wood, metallic accents and high-quality materials throughout, the Touareg's cabin
gives nothing away in terms of luxury ambience to more prestigious nameplates. The Lux adds
inch wheels, a huge "panoramic" power sunroof, heated sideview mirrors, walnut cabin
accents, leather upholstery, way power front seats with power lumbar support for the driver ,
driver memory presets and power rear seat releases. The Hybrid comes loaded with all the
aforementioned along with a power-adjustable steering column, passenger memory presets,
passenger power lumbar seat support and metal door-sill plates. Options are few and include a
Towing package, carpeted floor mats and the Protection package which consists of rubber floor
mats, a rubber cargo area mat and mud guards. An eight-speed automatic transmission and
all-wheel drive are standard on every Volkswagen Touareg. The VR6 versions have a
narrow-angle 3. The TDI versions feature a 3. The Hybrid features a supercharged,
direct-injection 3. Properly equipped, the Touareg any trim level can tow 7, pounds, which is
more than most competitors. Every Volkswagen Touareg comes standard with antilock disc
brakes with brake assist , stability and traction control, hill hold assist to prevent roll-back when
you stop on a steep incline , front-seat side airbags and full-length side curtain airbags. In crash
tests conducted by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, the Touareg earned the agency's
"Top Safety Pick" award by acing all of the tests, including frontal-offset, side-impact and roof
strength. But even if you never venture off the beaten path, this is one satisfying SUV from

behind the wheel. Steering response is particularly sharp, though the effort level is perhaps too
light for some tastes. The VR6 engine is refined and adequately powerful, but the V6 TDI diesel
is well worth the extra cash, providing superior torque and fuel economy. Regardless of engine
choice, the eight-speed automatic transmission's shifts are barely noticeable. At speed, the
Touareg feels unflappable, devouring highway miles while cosseting its passengers in a cocoon
of quiet luxury. The Touareg's handling and ride dynamics are similarly refined, with a solid,
composed feel in the corners and over the bumps. Though the brake pedal feels somewhat
mushy with its long stroke, under hard braking, the brakes themselves are powerful enough. We
recorded a good foot stopping distance with the heaviest Touareg, the Hybrid. Most surfaces in
the Touareg's interior are soft-touch, and the hard surfaces feel smooth and substantial. The
navigation system boasts crisp graphics and an intuitive touchscreen interface. At higher trim
levels the Touareg is decked out like a Range Rover, what with the Dynaudio stereo and the
upgraded styling cues and interior materials. While many other midsize SUVs offer a third-row
seat, the Touareg does not, limiting passenger capacity to only five. However, the second row is
roomy enough, with a higher seat cushion than you'll find in the X5. Cargo capacity is 32 cubic
feet with the rear seats up and 71 cubic feet when they're folded. Sure, that's useful but not
particularly impressive given that a humble Honda CR-V has more maximum storage space.
Luxury vehicles are supposed to be our buffers from certain harsh realities, and the
Volkswagen Touareg Hybrid has a heft and gravitas that indicate it's more than up for this task.
It has a broad, handsome exterior that bears a passing resemblance to a slab of granite hoisted
wholesale from the darkest corner of the Black Forest. The doors feel reassuringly heavy, more
castle fortress than SUV, and the Touareg sails over gaping potholes with a battleship's smug
confidence. Looks and feel are so traditional and so classic that we find it hard to believe it's a
hybrid. But a hybrid it is, and from a performance perspective, the Touareg is one of the more
impressive examples of hybrid technology that you can buy. With the Volkswagen Touareg,
VW's engineering wizards set out to stir up an SUV that combines V8 performance with V6 fuel
economy, and we think their time spent toiling over that bubbling cauldron has met with
success. The Touareg Hybrid has adjustable drive modes, and in Sport mode, the SUV vaults
from a standstill with the bracing eagerness of a V8, without the same crippling showing at the
fuel pump. So yes, the Touareg Hybrid accelerates as if there's a V8 rumbling under the hood,
but the downside is it's priced accordingly. Relative to its two most direct rivals, the Lexus RX h
and Mercedes-Benz ML Hybrid , the Volkswagen feels more organic, tap-dancing between its
gas and electric motors with Savion Glover's seamless grace. It also offers far more towing
capacity than both of these picks, making the Touareg a stellar choice for those who don't mind
paying a little extra for brute force that wears a polished and relatively frugal face. Doing so
could save you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven
dealership sales and service reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to
buy and where to buy them. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select
a used car from our massive database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you.
Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle
history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for the Used
Volkswagen Touareg. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell
you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're
willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few
years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis.
It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Check out
Volkswagen lease specials Check out Volkswagen Touareg lease specials. Popular searches.
My notifications My Account. Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. No
third-row seat middling cargo capacity spongy brake pedal feel upper trims get costly. Other
years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle
overview. For the Volkswagen Touareg is redesigned and boasts notable improvements in
performance, fuel economy and rear passenger space. Read more. Write a review See all 26
reviews. I test drove the new Touareg last Thursday and drove it home that afternoon! It's like
you know when it's " right " It's everything that I have been looking for and more. Luxurious
appointments, comfortable, and a perfect vehicle for the mountains and city driving. It's
awesome. Read less. I've had my T-Reg Lux for several months now and I am blown away by
this vehicle. It meets all the expectations of a luxury SUV. I traded in my T-Reg V8 for the V6 and
had some concerns with the power and some of the previous glitches, however this is one
amazing SUV. Well worth the high 40's one pays in comparison. The back seating is far better
than most comps. For those that take it off road and on the beach it eases through the sand
beautifully. Always air down to about 20lbs A simply knob turn to off road. So much easier than
the Previously we had a Ford Explorer and a Toyota Highlander. When looking for our new car,

we looked and drove several, including the 4runner, Q5 and X5. The Touareg, hands-down
trounced our previous suv's when it came to handling, performance and comfort. Our '06
Highlander drove like a minivan compared to the tight feel and zippy performance from the
T-reg. Overall, this vehicle is fun to drive and gets good mpg for its class. Was in the market for
another SUV, yet wanted something different, not cumbersome nor boxy. Previously had an 07
BMW X5 - liked the car, yet did not like performance. As the car engine breaks in and I get my
foot off the pedal, I know mileage will improve. Seats are very comfortable, interior is well
designed and Navigation interface works very well. The LED headlights are distinctive and the
back end of the Touareg is in my opinion See all 26 reviews of the Used Volkswagen Touareg.
Write a review. People who viewed this also viewed 5 average Rating out of 4 reviews.
Sponsored cars related to the Touareg. Sign Up. A majority of all used US imports have either
been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded, salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are
subject to open recalls. For 30 years, CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from
thousands of sources and has helped millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting
stuck with a vehicle that has costly hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has
been helping millions of used car shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid
expensive hidden problems. In addition, CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world
to build trust with their customers and sell their American cars with confidence. With more than
14 billion records, CARFAX has built up its database with the help of its partners and sources,
including government offices, law enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car
dealerships, insurance companies and many more. In addition to publicly available information,
CARFAX has collected information from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the
service, the price was absolutely worth. Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in
10 minutes I ha
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d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to
detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the
selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

