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The Audi S4 is the high performance variant of Audi 's compact executive car A4. All
subsequent S4s since have been based on the Audi A4 ; and as the A4 has evolved from one
generation to the next, so has the S4. A more powerful internal combustion engine , larger
upgraded brakes, firmer suspension , larger wheels, and distinctive sheetmetal, styling clues
and badging have always been amongst the many upgrades the S4 receives over its
mainstream and A4 siblings. In markets where the even higher-performance Audi RS4 is not
offered, the S4 is the top-of-the-line trim of the A4 family. Like its regular A4 counterpart, all S4
variants have had longitudinally oriented , front-mounted engines. A single turbocharged 2. The
B6 and B7 versions shared a common 4. The B8 generation uses a supercharged 3. All versions
of the S4 have their transmission mounted immediately at the rear of the engine in a
longitudinal orientation, in the form of a transaxle , and like all Audi "S" cars , are only available
as standard with Audi's quattro all-wheel drive AWD system, using a Torsen -based centre
differential system. A two-door four-seat Cabriolet convertible S4 variant was introduced as part
of the B6 and B7 generation A4 lineups. The B8 Cabriolet has now been built off the A5 coupe
body style and the "S" variant is marketed under the Audi S5 nameplate. Factory production of
the original Audi S4 Typ 4A , usually known as Audi S4 , began in August to serve as the
performance version of the newly updated C4 platform four-door, five-seat saloon. It was
designed to replace the outgoing C3 based Audi quattro turbo, which had been Audi's first true
sports-saloon and had been discontinued at the end of Audi mildly updated the C4-based model
line in and dropped the nomenclature; all variants of the former Audi line were now re-badged
as the Audi A6. In line with the switch in model name, Audi temporarily discontinued the use of
the S4 name and began selling an updated but fundamentally identical version of the car, based
on the "new" A6 and badged as S6. Despite the change in name, differences between the
outgoing S4 and incoming S6 were primarily cosmetic. A more powerful, more expensive and
more exclusive variant known first as the S4 Plus and later as the S6 Plus was available from
October through to July An all-new C5 -based Audi A6 debuted for , after which the S4 and S6
became distinctly separate models based on very different platforms. The C4 variant S4 ended
factory production after less than three years in July One of its most renowned owners was
Ayrton Senna who owned a silver Avant, [8] not least because he was the Audi distributor for
Brazil. In standard form, the powertrain detail of the C4-based S4 was available with only one
engine, a single turbocharged and intercooled version of Audi's 2. Both five- and six-speed
manual transmissions parts code prefix: 01E, identification codes: five-speed: CBD, CET,
six-speed: CBL, CMG were offered to European customers, but a five-speed manual was the
only transmission available in North America; a four-speed automatic transmission parts code
prefix: 01F, identification code: CBF was available as an option worldwide. All C4 S4s' came
equipped as standard with a conventional fixed-assistance rack and pinion power assisted
steering PAS system. An electronically controlled ' servotronic ' system, which varied the level
of assistance in accordance with the road speed, was available as an option. There were two
different types of high performance brake systems on offer for the C4 S4. A Bosch
three-channel operation four-channel sensing Anti-lock Braking System ABS with a mechanical
load sensing valve for the rear brakes was standard throughout production. For wheel options,
the standard five-arm "Fuchs" forged alloy wheels were 8. Several other tyre and wheel designs
were optionally available: a 7. The second generation S4 Type 8D , now correctly titled Audi S4
quattro debuted in , with factory production commencing October , [5] as part of the facelifted
B5 platform Audi A4 line-up, although it wasn't available in North America until late In addition
to the saloon sedan , an estate version wagon â€”the Audi S4 Avantâ€”was introduced into the
lineup from Production of the B5 S4 ceased in September , [5] although it was still sold together
with the next B6 platform generation through in North America. Examples produced July to end
of production are Model Year cars, the 10th digit of the VIN being the number "2". Several years
after it was sold new, the B5 S4 remains a potent enthusiast car, and as featured in the
December issue of Sport Compact Car magazine, a Torque Factory tuned S4 won a comparison
test against several other extreme performance cars. The powertrain details [5] of the B5 S4
feature a 2. Details of the powerplant include a cast iron cylinder block with two lightweight
aluminium alloy cylinder heads. The valvetrain includes 30 valves five valves per cylinder , [10]
[11] twin hybrid-driven timing belt and roller chain double overhead camshafts and variable
valve timing for the inlet valves. The intake air is pressurized by two parallel water-cooled
BorgWarner Kseries turbochargers; the charged air is cooled by two side-mounted air-to-air
intercoolers SMICs. It displaces 2, cubic centimetres As in the previous S4, a six-speed C90
manual transmission parts code prefix: 01E, identification code: DSY, gear ratios : 1st: 3. Final
drive parts code prefix: 01H, identification code: DQA ratio is 4. A five-speed ZF 5HP19 tiptronic
automatic transmission parts code prefixV became available for the first time as an option. The
B5 S4 is fitted with 4-wheel independent suspension. The front suspension is a multi-link design

with four individual control arms per wheel. The rear suspension is an unequal length double
wishbone design; the lower control arms are mounted to a subframe which also carries the
differential housing. Shock absorbers , coil springs , and anti-roll bars are fitted front and rear.
Two-piston Lucas HP2 brake calipers at the front with four pads per caliper , with Lucas
single-piston sliding brake calipers at the rear. Standard wheels [5] were Audi's die-cast
aluminium alloy six-arm 'Avus' 7. The last two colors were exclusive to the S4 model. Interior
leather was available in Onyx or Silver. Available options included:. The Sport Package replaced
the wood-grain belt line trim with silver aluminum trim, and the wood grain finish around the
shifter with black plastic. The Alcantara seat inserts were silver on Onyx leather. With the black,
white, or blue exteriors, the inserts were also available in blue Alcantara. On the early models,
the Alcantara inserts in the rear seats did not fully extend forward to the front edge of the seat.
Of note, one of the S4's, racing against true GT cars, even ran as high as second place in the
rain at Barber Motorsports Park. Despite having moved to an entirely new platform, one of the
S4's most publicised new features was its new engine - a 4. The B6 S4 saloon and Avant
variants ceased factory production in December , with the Cabriolet ending twelve months later
at December Replacing the 2. C, identification code: BBK , with chain-driven double overhead
camshafts , roller-finger rocker arm cam followers , and included variable inlet camshaft timing.
It also used a strengthened alloy crankshaft bedplate for the five main bearings , and a two-part
baffled oil sump, and a light-alloy variable intake manifold VIM , containing the fractionally
sequentially actuated fuel injectors. This petrol engine, based on the unit from the Audi A8 ,
displaces 4, cubic centimetres Ignition timing is a mapped direct ignition, with cylinder-selective
knock control with the aid of four knock sensors. The exhaust system includes
vacuum-operated valves in the twin rear silencers mufflers , finished with chrome plated
tail-pipes. Final drive parts code prefix: 01R, identification code: EXZ ratios are 3. The B6 S4
came equipped with electronically controlled, variable assisted ' servotronic ' rack and pinion
power assisted steering PAS as standard. B6 S4 brakes [5] consisted of radially ventilated disc
brakes front and rear. Standard wheels [5] were 'Avus-III die-cast aluminium alloy, 8. Discrete
lower door trims, along with the now trademark Audi 'S' model vertical-emphasis line grille, and
solid aluminium later replaced with plastic covered by aluminium exterior door mirrors , and S4
badging front and rear are all that visually distinguish the S4 from its related A4 brethren. In the
interior, front and rear Recaro seats fronts fully electric with the option of heated seats , as well
as S4 logos in the instrument panel and door sills complete the detail. Although Audi classifies
it as a new car, the differences between it and the outgoing B6 S4 casually appear to be
primarily cosmetic, and is still classified by the internal designation: Typ 8E although with
revised sub-designations - saloon: 8EC, Avant: 8ED, and Cabriolet: 8HE. The new trapezoidal
single-frame grille, Bi- Xenon high-intensity discharge lamp HID headlamps, L-shaped
tail-lamps, quad exhaust tail pipes, and discrete V8 badging below the side repeater indicators
help distinguish the B7 from the previous B6 model. In June , [5] Audi announced a limited
edition run of special edition S4 saloon cars, celebrating 25 years of quattro four wheel drive.
This exclusive model was called the Audi S4 25quattro. Available only in the United States, the
exterior has unique front and rear bumpers, a carbon fibre boot lip spoiler and lower front
splitter, a rear functional red tow hook, and a high gloss Phantom Black painted grille with the
"quattro" emblem. Black and grey contrasting interior leathers, along with "quattro" embossed
into the Recaro seats, together with a "1 of " exclusive quattro gear shift knob for the
manual-only gearbox define the interior changes and act as a subtle reminder of the exclusivity
that the limited numbers command. On the mechanical side, the S4 25quattro was the second
Audi, after the B7 RS4 to be fitted with the latest Torsen T-3 asymmetric ATB centre differential
for its quattro permanent four-wheel drive system. The final drive ratios are 3. From November ,
the latest generation of the 'Audi S4 quattro' [14] Typ 8K entered factory production. The
sport-performance two-door four-seat Cabriolet convertible mantle is now taken by the current
Audi S5 Cabriolet and new Coupe. Unlike previous generations of the S4, only the sedan will be
imported to the United States and Canada. The 3. The S4 now compares more closely with the
BMW i. Previously unavailable enthusiast driver aids are now optional, such as Audi's Sport
Rear Differential, active steering and adaptive damping suspension part of the Audi Drive Select
Package. The front axle was moved by 6. Combined with the Sport Rear Differential Audi was
able to greatly improve the weight balance and dynamics of the S4 over previous models. A new
designed wheel is included on the B8 S4, an 8. The S4 along with the other B8 models received
a facelift in early This included a revised front-end with new headlights and grille, an updated
interior, and upgraded MMI options. Mechanically, the facelift B8 known colloquially as the B8.
At the heart of the B8 S4 powertrain is an all-new, all aluminium-alloy 3. This petrol engine
displaces 2, cubic centimetres It is mounted on top of the engine, within the 'Vee', pumping air
directly into the inlet manifold, and incorporates two separate water-cooled intercoolers. This

new design of supercharger is said to reduce the noise, vibration, and harshness NVH of the
engine. The 'Audi quattro Sports differential' fitted in the rear axle final drive unit is available as
an option. With figures like these, the B8 S4 accelerates more quickly than its V8-engined
predecessors. The B8 S4's 3. Audi announced the B9 S4 in , with the official unveiling of the
European-spec model at the Frankfurt Motor Show. Noticeable changes to the B9 included a
modern, more angular exterior, newly designed wheels, and a new turbocharged V6 engine.
Unlike the pre-facelift B8 S4, the announced European-spec model is only available with an
eight-speed torque converter automatic ZF 8HP55a. Like other Audi models, the notable feature
in the new S4 is Virtual Cockpit which has Classic Layout and Sports Layout in displaying
speedometer and tachometer. The B9 S4 features standard inch 5 double-spoke wheels with
summer tires, or optional inch 5 V-spoke wheels. The B9's brakes use multi-piston calipers,
replacing the single-piston sliding calipers of earlier models. LED headlights are standard while
a flat-bottomed steering wheel, "S" embossed seats, and quad tailpipes differentiate the S4 from
the B9 A4. The current generation S4 is powered by a 3. In European markets, the facelifted B9
S4 - launched in - is now powered by a 3. For outside of European markets, however, it still
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8K. A4 allroad quattro 8W. A6 allroad quattro 4F. A6 allroad quattro 4G. A6 allroad quattro 4K.
Mini SUV. Q2 GA. Compact SUV. Mid-size SUV. Q5 8R. Q5 80A. Full-size SUV. Q7 4L. Q7 4M.
Sport Quattro. Compact car. S4 8W. Mid-size car. Full-size car. TT Roadster 8N. TT Roadster 8J.
TT Roadster 8S. RS6 5G. A4 allroad 8W. A6 allroad. Q3 8U. Q3 F3. Q5 FY. The Audi S4 is a luxury
sedan that is the sport version of its cousin, the A4, which has been a bestseller for almost 30
years. Available in either the Prestige or Premium Plus trim level, this marvelous piece of
machinery is beautiful inside and out. Drivers get the satisfaction of exceptional performance,
good drivability, and a ton of convenience features, all contributing to a joyful experience
behind the wheel. Passengers are able to appreciate a pleasant ride with lots of room to
maneuver. Combine these benefits with the availability of the latest and greatest technology,
and the S4 is a compelling choice in a class filled with superstars. The A4 gets a mild refresh,
with a new front fascia featuring a revised grille; new headlights with redesigned LED daytime
running lights; and reshaped fog lamp units. Skinnier taillights and a revised lower bumper
highlight the changes out back, while the interior gets a new steering wheel and simplified
buttons. Replacing the A4 Avant is the A4 Allroad, which boasts rugged looks and higher
ground clearance. The Audi S4 has approximately a inch length, inch width, inch height, inch
wheelbase, and pound curb weight. It has an all-around sporty appearance that is stylish and
attractive. In front, curvy lines on a sloping hood blend seamlessly into a massive chrome grille.
A pair of thin headlights are placed on either side of the grille. Below are the air dams on the
corners attached to LED daytime running lights. A side view portrays a thick character line that

goes from back to front wheel. Also standing out are its sparkling inch wheels. A rear view
shows a body-colored bumper, taillights that are identical to the headlights, and a cameo of the
Audi logo. Exterior features include a power sunroof, fog lamps, and optional inch wheels. The
interior of the Audi S4 is grandiose, from comfort and style to technological features and
electronics. Only the finest materials are found on the doors, panels, seats, and consoles. In
front, there are way, heated, power-adjustable leather seats, divided by a fold-down armrest.
The driver gets to lay his or her hands on a three-spoke leather steering wheel, which has the
audio controls built into it. An interior trunk release opens up 12 cubic feet of cargo space. The
S4 features a host of intuitive features that satisfy the cravings of entertainment junkies and
give pleasure to all occupants. It is equipped with Audi's Multi Media Interface, which includes
connectivity to iPods and other Bluetooth compatible devices. This allows easy streaming of
audio from Pandora Internet Radio and other sources, which is heard through a speaker sound
system. Additional features include tri-zone climate controls for enhanced comfort, remote
keyless entry for increased convenience, satellite radio, a wireless cell phone link, and a
navigation system with voice recognition to make travelling more efficient. The Audi S4 is
loaded with an array of safety features, helping it earn good scores from the IIHS for front, roof,
rear, and side-impact crash protection. It has anti-lock brakes on all four wheels, along with
emergency brake assist and electronic brake force distribution. It is equipped with stability and
traction control for improved handling on slippery surfaces. There are dual front side-mounted
airbags. Also, overhead airbags are included to protect occupants during rollovers and side
collisions. Rear-seat airbags are optional. All seats have height-adjustable head restraints to
protect passengers from whiplash-related injuries. Rear seats have child seat anchors that
assist people in carrying around their little ones. Seatbelts have pre-tensioners that
automatically tighten to help restrain passengers in the event of an accident. Rear doors are
built with child safety locks to prevent children from exiting the vehicle. Additional features
include an anti-theft alarm system to protect against crime, an engine immobilizer, and a
post-collision safety system. The Audi S4 is powered by a superb, supercharged, 3. It is mated
with either a six-speed manual or seven-speed automatic transmission. Acceleration is swift,
smooth, and powerful, giving drivers the ability to cruise easily on the highway and pass
effortlessly on two-lane roads. It is capable of sprinting from zero to 60 mph in less than five
seconds, which is amazing to say the least. Ride quality is smooth, thanks to a solidly-built
independent multi-link front and rear suspension with a stabilizer bar and coil springs. Handling
is agile, giving drivers the ability to take sharp corners easily with minimal body roll. Electric
power steering is responsive and predictable, allowing for sharp moves in city driving and easy
parking. When testing the brakes, stops were made from 60 mph in feet, which is about the
same as competitors in its class. All-wheel-drive models handle dirt roads and snowy
conditions with grace. Watch Originals. Join MotorTrend. Other years: Fair Market Price:? The
actual transaction price depends on many variables from dealer inventory to bargaining skills,
so this figure is an approximation. See All Specs. Audi S4 Expert Review motortrendauthor.
Expand All Sum Up. All Model Years At the end of , Audi presented an updated version of the
Audi S4 model year. Externally, the changes touched the head optics, which received new diode
navigation lights, taillights, forms of the radiator grille, front and rear bumper. In the interior of
the restyling Audi C4 there was a new steering wheel, new materials were added and the
controls of the MMI system changed. It develops power in hp. At the same time, the Audi C4
engine consumes Audi S4 model year is no longer equipped with mechanics: now in addition to
the motor is available only 7-speed robotic S-Tronic box. The system of all-wheel drive has not
undergone any changes: the differential Torsen distributes traction along the axes in a ratio of
In addition, optional for the Audi C4 rear differential is offered, which transmits a greater
moment in the turns to the outer wheel. The list of basic equipment installed on the Audi S4 in
includes 6 airbags, as well as inch wheels, a rain and light sensor, bi-xenon headlights and rear
parking radar. As an option, you can order an adaptive suspension, a rebuilding assistant,
which informs about the car that has fallen into the dead zones of the mirrors, the lane
maintenance assistant and the adaptive head light. AUDI S4. In Europe, where we sampled the
new A4, Audi offers four gasoline engines and six diesel engines in the A4 lineup; the U. While
the entry-level hp, 1. This supercharged V-6 replaces the former naturally aspirated 3. It feels
nearly as quick as the S4, and the less ostentatious A4 wrapper makes for more-convincing
camouflage for speed junkies. We drove the EU-market S4 extensively in southern Europe, and
it delivers the same poise and well-balanced ride-and-handling package that helped it vanquish
the previous-gen BMW i in a comparison test. Unfortunately for Continental-types, it is offered
there only with a seven-speed dual-clutch automatic. The U. The refresh also brings a switch
from hydraulic to electro-mechanical steering, a technology that carmakers are finally beginning
to tune properly. The steering on the A4 is linear and nicely weighted; it feels similar to the

steering on the new BMW 3-series, which is to say not overly talkative, but good nonetheless.
Other minor updates include recalibrated rear dampers. The cosmetic changes benefit the A4
and S4 alike. Up front, there are new headlamps with redesigned LED daytime running lights,
the grille is restyled, and the front air intakes have been reshaped, and the car now looks more
like the newer A6. The changes apply to the Avant wagon as wellâ€”the U. New Cars. Buyer's
Guide. Type keyword s to search. Today's Top Stories. Specs Detailed. View Photos. This
content is created and maintained by a third party, and imported onto this page to help users
provide their email addresses. You may be able to find more information about this and similar
content at piano. Advertisement - Continue Reading Below. More From News. Audi's S4 is a
close competitor to the BMW M3 series worldwide, and a popular compact executive sports
sedan. The uprated S4 is the performance peak of the line not including the exclusive RS series
and is packaged with a more powerful engine, bigger brakes, a more capable suspension and a
bit more luxury. The first generation of the S4 predated the A4. It was the performance package
for the Audi , and was sold from to In , they came to the North American shores and have been a
favorite ever since. All S4 cars feature a gas engine longitudinally mounted. The original was
powered by an in-line hp five cylinder, with a choice in North America of a 5 speed manual or 6
speed automatic. In all cases, the S4 package included the Quattro four-wheel drive system,
which gave appropriate power to the wheels that needed it. The next generation S4, on the B5
platform did not come to the US until late as a model, two years after it was introduced in
Europe. Still available as a four door sedan or five door Avant wagon, at its heart beats a twin
turbocharged biturbo V6 putting out hp and ft-lbs of torque. Emissions controls on the US
version cost 10 hp off of the Euro cars. The sedan and Avant were joined in with a four seat, two
door cabriolet, still showing off all of the Audi S4 parts. The B7 platform continued the S4
marque from into The B8 platform car featured advanced technologically and better
performance for the Audi S4. It premiered in showrooms in This current car is down 10
horsepower from the V8, but uses it more efficiently, powered by a Roots-style mechanical
supercharged 3 liter V6, offering horses and ft-lbs of torque, up 22 over the V8. Whatever you're
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