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Inventory Terms Placing a Bid: Your bid constitutes a legally binding contract to purchase this
vehicle. Purposeful styling, fuel-efficient engines and an ideal ride and handling balance keep
the Mazda 3 among our favorites in the compact car class. When you're shopping for a compact
car, things like fuel economy, reliability and overall value are probably near the top of your
priorities list. Most modern compact cars meet those standards, though. So for a ride with all
that plus some extra personality, you'll definitely want to consider the Mazda 3. First and
foremost, the Mazda 3 is a great choice for any compact-car shopper who enjoys driving. Strong
acceleration, sharp steering and a well-tuned suspension make the 3 truly come alive when you
want it to, even if it's just zipping around town for errands. The 3 can seem special in other
ways, too. The exterior has a distinctive yet classy look to it, and Mazda offers many advanced
features that you can't get on other small cars, including adaptive cruise control,
collision-mitigation technology and a head-up display. What's most impressive about the Mazda
3, though, is that it does all this while being competitively priced and fuel efficient. But it might
not be for everyone, though. In our long-term test of a Mazda 3, we found that the highway ride
can be bumpy and noisy. This is especially true over choppy roads and if the 3 is fitted with the
larger inch wheels and tires. Interior space isn't exactly a strength, either, as both rear seat
room and trunk space are pretty average. Mazda does offer a hatchback version, however,
which does provide some extra versatility. Overall, we've given the Mazda 3 a top Edmunds. But
it is one of several excellent compact cars available today. The Ford Focus is also enjoyable to
drive and has a high-quality interior with many high-tech options. The stylish Kia Forte isn't as
entertaining, but it's hard to beat for value. The always dependable Honda Civic and high-end
Volkswagen Golf are also great picks worth considering. It's going to be hard to choose, but if
you want a car that covers the bases and does it with flair, we think the Mazda 3 is the way to
go. The Mazda 3 is available in four-door sedan and hatchback body styles. Both are available in
3i and 3s trims that are broken into sub-trims. All other Mazda 3 trims are available on both the
sedan and hatchback. The 3i Touring models lose the CD player but add inch alloy wheels,
foglights, heated side mirrors, a rear spoiler, keyless ignition and entry, a leather-wrapped
steering wheel, a rear-seat center armrest, a blind-spot warning system with rear cross-traffic
alerts and a rearview camera. The optional Touring Technology package adds a sunroof,
dual-zone automatic climate control, a navigation system, voice controls and a premium
nine-speaker Bose surround-sound audio system that further adds satellite radio. Those
features come standard on the 3i Grand Touring, along with leatherette premium vinyl
upholstery, heated front seats, an auto-dimming rearview mirror and a six-way power driver seat
with manual lumbar adjustment. The 3s Touring is equipped like the 3i Grand Touring but adds
a more powerful engine, inch alloy wheels, steering-wheel-mounted paddle shifters and a
head-up display for vital driving information. The 3s Grand Touring completes the lineup by
adding to the 3s Touring's equipment with adaptive bi-xenon headlights, automatic wipers, an
auto-dimming rearview mirror and leather upholstery. The Technology package for the 3s Grand
Touring includes the i-ELOOP regenerative braking system , active grille shutters, a forward
collision warning and mitigation system, a lane-departure warning system, automatic high
beams and adaptive cruise control. The Mazda 3i models are powered by a 2. It drives the front
wheels through either a six-speed manual transmission or an optional six-speed automatic. In
Edmunds testing of a Mazda 3i sedan with the automatic transmission, we recorded an 8.
EPA-estimated fuel economy is also excellent. On the mile Edmunds. Mazda 3s models get a 2.
With the 2. The 2. Available for the 3s is an optional " i-ELOOP " system that captures and
redistributes braking energy. Standard safety equipment on the Mazda 3 includes antilock disc
brakes, stability and traction control, active front head restraints, front side airbags and side
curtain airbags. A rearview camera and blind-spot monitoring system with rear cross-traffic
alerts comes standard on all trims other than the SV and Sport. The available Technology
package for the 3s Grand Touring includes a lane departure warning system, forward collision
warning and Mazda's Smart City Brake Support , which is a collision-mitigation system that can
automatically brake the car to a stop at low speeds if the driver doesn't react to an imminent
collision. In Edmunds testing, a Mazda 3i Grand Touring hatchback came to a stop from 60 mph
in feet, while a 3s GT did it in feet. Both are essentially average numbers for the segment. In
government crash testing, the Mazda 3 received five out of five stars for overall crash
protection, with five stars for total frontal crash protection and five stars for total side crash
protection. The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety IIHS gave the 3 the highest possible
rating of "Good" in its moderate-overlap frontal offset, side-impact, roof-strength and whiplash
protection seats and head restraints crash tests. It also received a "Good" in the IIHS's new
small-overlap frontal offset impact test, a test in which many vehicles perform worse. The base
2. Nevertheless, it's still tempting to stretch your budget for the larger 2. It's quicker, smoother

and slightly quieter, and there's a minimal impact to overall fuel economy. The automatic
transmission is a bright spot, offering shifts that are remarkably intelligent, quick, responsive
and smooth. The Mazda 3 is one of the most engaging vehicles to drive in its price range, as it
handles well and offers responsive and precise steering. And for the most part, the 3 has a
refined, substantial-feeling ride quality. The exception would be the 3s models, which can be
rather stiff and bumpy when driven over rutted roads due to their inch wheels and tires. Wind
and road noise are also more noticeable in the 3 than they are in other small cars. The interior of
the Mazda 3 is one of the best in its class. All controls are intuitive, and the driver-oriented
dashboard and console has everything within easy reach, so you aren't searching around
through button arrays or menu screens to accomplish basic tasks. Overall, the interior panels,
upholstery and switches have a surprisingly expensive feel. Most Mazda 3 trim levels come with
a color display mounted atop the dash and a knob-type controller on the center console, much
like those found in pricier cars like Audis. Mazda actually goes a step further by making that
display a touchscreen. This added level of redundancy helps make this electronics interface
easy to figure out and use on a daily basis. It's one of the better systems out there. The base 3
comes with radio-faceplate-type controls in place of the display screen. The front seats are
comfortable and supportive, and the sporty bolstering nicely complements the car's nimble
handling abilities. The rear seats also have some contouring to them, but all-around space is
pretty average. Competing sedans like the Toyota Corolla or Volkswagen Jetta offer more room
for adults to get comfortable or to install bulky child safety seats. The sedan's The hatchback,
meanwhile, offers Both are average figures. Popular searches. My notifications My Account.
More about the 3. View Photos. Write a review See all 4 reviews. Overall, I like this car. Excellent
gas mileage, and it manages that delicate balance of having good ride and good handling. Alloy
wheels, independent rear suspension, 4-wheel disk brakes There's always the 2. I don't. I love
the interior in this car. The big knob and flatscreen are pretty easy to get used to. Exterior
styling can be described in 3 words- Drop Dead Gorgeous. Update: After owning this car for a
year, I have only one complaint. The stock tires are worn out after 25, miles. Read more. Read
less. This car has alarm, navigation and Bluetooth issues. Alarm goes off while driving,
navigation turns off while driving and Bluetooth never works properly and often drops. Very
disappointed of the cost of this vehicle. Every time I walk by the car, I swear it's a Lexus or
Infiniti. It looks nothing like a compact car. It drives, handles, and looks like a mid-size six
cylinder. My Ford Focus SE wasn't a shabby car, but oh my goodness I would recommend this
car to the moon and back. It's perfect for me and also That's a lot of car for the money you pay
for. As soon as I test drove the Mazda 3 I had to have it. It feels so premium. Delighted With MY
Mazda 3. Bought my Mazda 3 at the end of July, and have been delighted. I'll start with the
single slight negative: the A-pillar is thick, and the rear view mirror is sort of big, low and close,
so that I have to move around a bit to get a good view, especially on left-hand turns. But I can
get used to this. Positives: awesome gas mileage of about 38 mpgs in combined driving, which
is twice as good as the Taurus I was daily driving. Noise, I agree, is subjec
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tive; the 3's road noise is greater than the heavy old Taurus,s, but way less than a rental Chevy
Spark I recently drove. I find it tolerable. Suspension is similarly in-between, and quite
adequate. Styling is pretty cool; not as cool as the RX-8, maybe, but close. I'm a '96 Miata owner
-- haven't tried to drive the 3 in a sporty way, but figure it would hold its own. I tried the mode
where you can manually shift the automatic transmission, but will need to practice that, as it
seems confusing in contrast to driving the manual Miata. I wish the display would tell you, when
driving in that mode, what gear you're in. Maybe it's there, but I don't know where to look for it?
See all 4 reviews of the Mazda 3 i Sport Sedan. Write a review. Stiff ride with larger wheels and
tires not as quiet as some other top rivals. Full Edmunds Review: Mazda 3 Sedan. Vehicle
overview. The Mazda 3s, with its larger 2. There are also minor adjustments to standard and
optional equipment availability. Sign Up.

