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I have a mental list of extremely rare cars that I always look for when I'm prowling wrecking
yards , and it's always a big moment when one of those cars shows up among all the
dime-a-dozen junkyard stuff. My junkyard searching for an example of the Taurus MT-5, which
just about nobody bought, has involved many hours of bleary-eyed scrutinizing of the endless
rows of Tauruses and Sables in yard after yard, but my perseverance finally paid off with this
ultra-rare car, spotted in a Phoenix self-service wrecking yard last week. The MT-5 wasn't the
cheapest Taurus in , but it was the best bang-for-the-buck deal when it came to standard
equipment. The MT-5 came with the tepid 2. Most American buyers of midsize sedans wanted
nothing to do with manual transmissions, then and now. While the Taurus' predecessors cars
such as the LTD, Granada, and Fairlane , could be had with manual transmissions, nearly all of
their buyers paid what it took -- which could be plenty -- to get an automatic transmission. By ,
there were few Taurus shoppers who would even consider a manual transmission, even a
modern five-speed. In theory, you could get an MT-5 wagon, but those things must be
completely extinct by now if they ever existed. A few years later, Ford offered a
high-performance version of the Taurus, the SHO , complete with screaming Yamaha V6 engine
and at least at first mandatory five-speed manual transmission. The sort of car-enthusiast
shopper who preferred that kind of Taurus tended to have a more positive attitude about manual
transmissions than the ones looking for a midsize sedan for the drudgery of commuting and
shopping trips, though. Option package installed by a dealer? Customizing feature purchased
from Manny, Moe, and Jack? We may never know. Just as General Motors in the mids had a
thrashy, underpowered pushrod four-cylinder hurriedly based on a larger engine of s design in
the case of the Iron Duke , the Pontiac V8 , Ford developed a thrashy, underpowered pushrod
four-cylinder based on the ancient cubic-inch straight-six engine. Both engines got the job done
and were reliable enough, but they extracted all the joy from driving with surgical precision. The
original Taurus changed everything; within a half-decade, just about every car on American
streets owed something to the design of the Taurus and the Audi You'll still see the occasional
Taurus on the street today, given the vast production figures for those cars, but the MT-5 was
extremely rare when new and nearly nonexistent now. Car Life. Type keyword s to search.
Today's Top Stories. Murilee Martin. A very slight taste of performance, with just 88
horsepower. As far as I know, Ford never made a Murilee Martin. The HSC four-cylinder was
based on the venerable cubic-inch straight-six engine. This content is imported from YouTube.
You may be able to find the same content in another format, or you may be able to find more
information, at their web site. This content is created and maintained by a third party, and
imported onto this page to help users provide their email addresses. You may be able to find
more information about this and similar content at piano. Advertisement - Continue Reading
Below. More From Junkyard Treasures. Launched on December 26, , as a model, [4] the
front-wheel-drive Taurus was a very influential design that is credited with saving Ford from
bankruptcy , [4] bringing many innovations to the marketplace [4] and starting the trend towards
aerodynamic design for the American automakers in the North American market. Development
for the first-generation Taurus started in the early s to replace the Ford LTD , [4] at the cost of
billions of dollars , with a team led by the vice president in charge of car development Lewis
Veraldi dubbed "Team Taurus. The Taurus' development employed a strategy of teamwork and
customer communication that would prove very influential for the automotive industry, [4] as it
consolidated all of Ford's designers, engineers, and marketing staff into a group who worked on
the car collectively. After its release, the Taurus became a strong seller, as over , would be sold
in the model year, [4] and over a million were sold by This generation of Taurus continued with
only minor changes until it was replaced in by the second-generation Ford Taurus. When
production ended in , more than 2,, First-generation Tauruses had been sold. When Ford set out
to develop the Taurus, they employed a teamwork strategy that would be revolutionary in the
car development process. As a result, the interiors and exteriors of many American cars
seemed "mismatched. The Taurus went through many revisions throughout its development.
Original prototypes contained a full glass roof similar to that of the Subaru SVX , though it was
deemed "too radical" and abandoned. Ford resoundingly premiered the Taurus. In mid, Ford
gathered executives and the press for the unveiling of the Taurus and Mercury Sable. The
outlines of the cars glowed green through the curtain; as the curtain flew up, strobe lights
flashed, highlighting the cars. Many industry journalists, as well as executives at Ford and
Chrysler , believed the Taurus was going to be a failure. After being unveiled in , the Taurus
quickly became one of the most anticipated new cars of It went on to win many awards, most
notably being named Motor Trend's Car of the Year for , [13] as well as being named on Car and
Driver 's Ten Best List for It was also received very well by the public, as over , Tauruses were
sold for the model year. Most notably, the Taurus was prominently featured in the action film
RoboCop , where modified LX sedans are used as police vehicles driven by the titular character

; one of the Taurus sedans used in filming is on display at the Branson Auto Museum in
Branson, Missouri. The Taurus continues to receive positive press, recognizing its lasting
influence on the automobile industry. In , the Taurus was exported to Japan in limited numbers
and sold at Japanese auto dealerships called Autorama a joint venture with Mazda , where the
Taurus LX and the SHO were available in both sedan and wagon versions with left-hand driving
positions until To Japanese buyers, it was regarded as a luxury vehicle as the exterior
dimensions and engine displacement exceeded Japanese government regulations , and buyers
in Japan were liable for additional taxes. The engines offered to Japanese customers, both the
2. The exterior of the Taurus used an aerodynamic design, often likened to a ' jelly bean ' or
'flying potato,' [18] inspired by the design of the Audi and Ford's own Tempo. The Taurus is
credited with bringing many new design features into the mainstream marketplace. Originally,
the U. Ford had to convince them to change the rule to allow the headlights be any shape, as
long as they met federal lighting standards. The wheels were also pushed out to the ends of the
frame, and were flush with the fender, instead of being recessed into the fender. This not only
improved the car's aerodynamics, but it also improved handling as well. These design features
helped to make the Taurus one of the most aerodynamic cars of its time, with an aerodynamic
drag ratio of 0. Along with the exterior of the Taurus, its interior is credited with introducing
many innovations that were later adopted onto all cars industry wide. To further enhance this
"user friendliness", the dashboard was designed to have all of the controls in the central area,
within reach of the driver. The left side of the dash also curved slightly around the driver, to
make controls easily accessible as well as creating a "cockpit" feel. The interior of the Taurus
was highly customizable by the buyer to fit their needs, as it had a large number of options, as
well as being available in three different configurations. The most basic model, the L see below ,
came standard with just an AM radio and a front cloth bench seat, [21] while the LX, the highest
model, came with a large amount of standard equipment. The interior received a few major
upgrades during the first generation's production run. In , the model year Taurus got new door
panels that had built-in armrests and side speakers for the stereo. The L was the base model,
with only the most basic of equipment. The MT-5 was the second model, which was aimed at
Japanese imports, [21] as it was only available with a 4-cylinder engine and a five-speed manual
transmission hence the term MT In , the MT-5 wagon was dropped due to poor sales, and the
MT-5 was dropped altogether in Ford's 3. The 2. The Mercury Sable is a sister model of the
Taurus created and sold under Ford's near-luxury Mercury brand. Developed jointly with the
Taurus, the Sable shared most mechanical components but had a unique body and interior and
a longer length. These features later became a signature styling feature for all Mercury models
through the early s. Intended for a more upscale market, [4] it was available in two models, base
GS and high-end LS in sedan and station wagon body styles. Powertrain choices were the
same, though no manual transmission was offered. The first-generation Sable and Taurus were
produced concurrently through the model year. A prototype convertible Sable was displayed at
the North American International Auto Show , featuring a custom two-door body with a power
folding top that was built off a production sedan chassis. It never reached production, and the
convertible prototype was sold on eBay in Although it shared the same basic design of the
Taurus, it had a different drivetrain, [21] a different engine developed by Yamaha , [21] as well as
many cosmetic differences on both the exterior and interior. The SHO was not initially intended
to be produced when the Taurus was first developed; [26] it was produced after Ford shelved a
vehicle in development that was intended to compete with the Pontiac Fiero and Toyota MR2
replacing the Ford EXP , and needed to use up engines that were developed for this car by
Yamaha, which Ford was under contract to use. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. For a
complete overview of all Taurus models, see Ford Taurus. This article may require cleanup to
meet Wikipedia's quality standards. No cleanup reason has been specified. Please help improve
this article if you can. February Learn how and when to remove this template message. Motor
vehicle. Main article: List of First generation Ford Taurus models. Hemmings Motor News.
Retrieved Taurus Car Club of America. Archived from the original on December 1, Ward's
Autoworld. Chapter Taurus". Smart Fellows Press. Archived from the original on 5 February
Retrieved 18 December However, it was disassembled and examined in order to be able to
emulate the seat and interior design predominant in many German cars at the time. Motor Trend
March : 33â€” Popular Mechanics July : 71 and Motor Trend February : 23â€” Branson Tri-Lakes
News. USA Today. Archived from the original on Jack Telnack eventually convinced Ford's
board of directors to vote on whether or not to use the grill-less nose, on which they eventually
decided to use on the production version. Despite this, many initial publicity shots of the
Taurus showed it with the black front grille. Canadian Driver. However, models available with a
manual transmission were only available in one configuration: bucket seats with a center
console and floor-mounted shifter. Archived from the original on September 27, Jon Mikelonis

and Matt Wilder. Ford Motor Company. Ford Taurus. First-generation â€” Second-generation â€”
Third-generation â€” Fourth-generation â€” Fifth-generation â€” Sixth-generation â€”
Seventh-generation â€”present, China. HSC 2. Category Commons. Hidden categories: Articles
needing cleanup from February All pages needing cleanup Cleanup tagged articles without a
reason field from February Wikipedia pages needing cleanup from February Articles with short
description Short description is different from Wikidata Commons category link is on Wikidata.
Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn to edit Community portal
Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version. Wikimedia Commons. October
â€” [1] ;July Jack Telnack design chief: [2] Ray Everts sedan exterior: Jeff Teague wagon
exterior: [3]. FF Layout. Ford LTD for mid-size. Ford Taurus second generation. Wikimedia
Commons has media related to Ford Taurus first generation. LTD Crown Victoria. Crown
Victoria. Country Squire. Personal luxury. Sport compact. Escort ZX2. Fiesta ST. Focus ST.
Focus RS. Sports car. The Ford Taurus is an automobile that was manufactured by the Ford
Motor Company in the United States from the to model years. Introduced in late for the model
year, six generations were produced over 34 years; a brief hiatus was undertaken between and
From the to model years, the Taurus was sold alongside its near-twin, the Mercury Sable ; four
generations of the high-performance Ford Taurus SHO were produced â€”; â€” The Taurus also
served as the basis for the first-ever front-wheel drive Lincoln Continental â€” The original
Taurus was a milestone for Ford and the entire American automotive industry , being the first
automobile at Ford designed and manufactured using the statistical process control ideas
brought to Ford by W. Edwards Deming , a prominent statistician consulted by Ford to bring a
"culture of quality" to the enterprise. The Taurus had an influential design that brought many
new features and innovations to the marketplace. In the late s and early s, sales of the Taurus
declined as it lost market share to Japanese midsize sedans and as Ford shifted resources
towards developing SUVs. The Taurus was withdrawn after the model year, with production
ending on October 27, From to , the Taurus was a mid-size car, offering front-wheel drive.
Initially built on the DN5 platform renamed the DN platform in and the D platform in , the Taurus
became a full-size car in , adopting the Volvo-derived D3 platform , offering front or all-wheel
drive. The Taurus was produced as a four-door sedan through its entire production, with a
five-door hatchback station wagon offered from to All six generations of the Taurus were
assembled by Chicago Assembly. The Taurus was the first car resulting from introduction of a
new quality culture at Ford. Peterson initiated a new "team" approach to the design and
manufacture of automobiles at Ford, that eventually resulted in the creation of the Ford Taurus.
Edwards Deming to help jump-start a quality movement at Ford. Based on Deming's advice,
Ford management was charged with primary responsibility for automobile quality. Ford also
adopted a quality culture employing statistical process control across all aspects of automobile
design and manufacture. The Ford Taurus was the first Ford model resulting from this statistical
approach to manufacture. In a letter to Autoweek, Donald Petersen, then Ford chairman, said,
"We are moving toward building a quality culture at Ford and the many changes that have been
taking place here have their roots directly in Deming's teachings. This emphasis on quality was
used heavily in marketing of the Ford Taurus. The first-generation Taurus was launched in as a
model to strong fanfare and sales, replacing the slow-selling mid-size Ford LTD. The release of
the Ford Taurus was one of the most anticipated ever, mostly because it was a first in car
design and also the start of new quality standards for Ford. At the time of the Taurus's debut,
Ford had been producing mainly rear-wheel drive cars, and Chrysler and General Motors were
offering more front-wheel drive vehicles up to midrange including the Chrysler K platform and
A-body Chevrolet Celebrity. With the introduction of the Escort and Tempo , Ford was making a
transition to front-wheel drive. The Taurus displayed a rounder shape than its contemporaries,
often likened to a ' jelly bean ' or 'flying potato', [17] inspired by the design of the Audi and
Ford's European sedan, the Ford Sierra , an updated appearance of a styling approach used in
the late s to early s called " ponton " styling. The aerodynamic design of the Taurus made the
car more fuel efficient, allowing Ford to meet more stringent corporate average fuel economy
CAFE standard applied by the United States government. The first generation was available with
either a V6 or an inline four-cylinder engine and came with either a manual MT-5 [18] [19] or
automatic transmission. The Taurus's twin, the Mercury Sable , has never offered a manual
transmission in either of its incarnations. Like its exterior, the Taurus's interior was ahead of its
time, and many features originating from it are still used in most cars today. The left side of the
dash curves slightly around the driver to make controls easily accessible, as well as creating a
"cockpit" feel. The interior of the Taurus was customizable to fit buyers' needs, with a large
number of options and three different configurations. This means that the interior of the Taurus
can be spartan or luxurious, depending on the buyer's choice of options. On models with an
automatic transmission, the Taurus's interior was available in three different seating

configurations. The most basic model, the L see below , came standard, with just an AM radio
and a front cloth bench seat, while the LX, the more luxurious model, came with a greater
number of features as standard equipment. The Taurus was well received by both the public
and the press. It won many awards, most notably being named to the Car and Driver Ten Best
List and becoming the Motor Trend Car of the Year [21] Over , of the Taurus were sold during
the model year and the millionth Taurus was sold during the model year. The Ford Taurus
received its first redesign in late for the model year. Still based on the same chassis, every
exterior body panel with the exception of the doors was restyled. In spite of the extensive
changes, few modifications were made to the successful styling; in the marketplace, the
redesign was largely released as a mid-cycle facelift. The Taurus SHO made its return, with an
automatic transmission option joining the manual transmission. The interior was also
completely redesigned for As part of the redesign, the Ford Taurus gained a passenger-side
airbag as an option, which became standard in on models, becoming the first mid-size sedan
sold in the United States with standard dual airbags. The second generation sold just as well as
the first, becoming the best-selling car in the United States , a title it would retain for as long as
this generation was sold. For the model year, Ford debuted the third generation of the Ford
Taurus. Although not completely new, the chassis was heavily upgraded, becoming the DN
generation. In a break from the familiar styling of the previous two generations that chief
designer Jack Telnack had likened to a "pair of slippers" , [25] Ford had sought to again make
the Taurus stand out for buyers of mid-size sedans, giving the vehicle a much more extensive
restyling than its predecessor. Moving away from straight lines, the Taurus sought to include
rounded lines, moving past the cab-forward design of the Chrysler LH sedans. Alongside the
Ford Blue Oval emblem itself, the Taurus repeated the shape several places in its exterior; [11]
[26] in a controversial design element, the rear window of the Taurus was oval, as were the side
windows of the Mercury Sable. The interior saw a complete redesign. To simplify production, all
versions of the Taurus were fitted with bucket seats; six-passenger versions were fitted with a
flip-forward center seat cushion also meant for use as a center console; five-passenger
versions were fitted with a floor shifter and center console. Reaction to the third-generation
Ford Taurus was mixed; Ford found that customers disliked the oval-shaped exterior. For , the
Ford Taurus stayed the best-selling car in the United States. At the time, percent of all Taurus
sales for went to rental fleets, in contrast to the Honda Accord and Toyota Camry , of which
most sales were to private customers through retail outlets. The Taurus became the first
four-door sedan to be approved for competition. The Taurus received another redesign for ,
which replaced many of the oval-derived design elements of the previous model with sharper
creases and corners, an aspect of Ford's New Edge styling language. To reduce the car's price
and keep it competitive, Ford reduced costs on the car in , such as giving the Taurus sedan rear
drum brakes on ABS equipped vehicles previously, upgrading to ABS included the addition of
rear disc brakes , eliminating the dual exhaust on the higher end models, and trimming many
other small features. Ford designed the fourth generation with more conservative styling.
Instead of sloping back, the car's trunk stood upright, increasing trunk space by another two
cubic feet. The interior was also redesigned with features from the previous Taurus generations
were carried over. The dashboard was given a squarer design. The "integrated control panel"
concept was carried over but redesigned, with a bigger, squarer shape, and it was placed in the
center of the dash instead of being angled toward the driver. The flip-fold center console was
also carried over from the previous generation, although it was revised as well. When folded
out, it now rested against the floor instead of the dashboard, and had reworked cup holders and
storage areas. During its fourth generation, the Taurus saw a significant sales slump compared
to its predecessors. Production ended on October 27, , as Ford idled the Atlanta plant, as part of
its " The Way Forward " restructuring plan. The last Ford Taurus rolled off the assembly line
around am, [35] destined for delivery to S. Truett Cathy , owner of Chick-fil-A. Cathy's original
restaurant was located across from the Ford Atlanta plant. There was no official event or
function of any kind to mark the end of production. Alan Mulally, [38]. The discontinuation of the
Taurus sparked debate given its once-strong position in the market and Ford's well-publicized
financial problems at the time. Analysts, customers and some interviewed Ford employees
criticized the company for failing to invest in the car and keep it competitive, instead focusing
all of its resources on developing and marketing trucks and SUVs. Newly-hired Ford CEO Alan
Mulally expressed similar opinions, telling the Associated Press the decision "perplexed" him
when he learned about it; he recalled asking subordinates, "How can it go away? It's the best
selling car in America! They wanted us to keep improving it. Partially blaming the Five
Hundred's struggles on its name, Mulally decided that the revised vehicle should be marketed
as the Taurus, the name he believed the Five Hundred sedan should have used from the
beginning [38] as he believed Ford was better off continuing to use its older nameplates that

maintained decent brand equity rather than trying to build up new ones. The fifth generation 5G
Taurus entered production in as a model and was developed directly from the Ford Five
Hundred , chiefly with a mild exterior facelift and revised engine and transmission. Ford
designated the model as the Taurus, after the demise of the concurrently marketed fourth
generation 4G Taurus and to take advantage of its customer recognition and dealer demand. It
was determined that Ford's strategy to redesignate new cars in the lineup with new names
beginning with the letter F , as in Ford Focus , Ford Fusion , and Ford Freestyle , was not a good
marketing move, as some of the renamed cars had highly recognizable iconic names. Car
buyers in the U. The five-star rating given to the Taurus and the Sable is the highest safety
rating being given by the government agency. It was also the first Ford of America model to
come as standard with side airbags. The Ford scored well in test drives and the media was
pleased with some of the new features available in the Ford Taurus. However, others criticized
the lack of interior room and reduced sight lines despite its full-sized exterior, [55] and
Edmunds noted that the eighth-generation Honda Accord which competes in the mid-size
category had superior driving dynamics and a more efficient design and offered almost as much
interior space as the Taurus despite considerably smaller external dimensions. There was also
an available performance package which included upgraded brake pads, a 3. Options from the
Driver Assist option group, however, are unavailable simultaneously with the Performance
Package. However, enthusiasts of the SHO have found the vehicle to be extremely compliant to
power enhancing modifications; in many cases, with nothing more than a tune. The highest
power 4th generation SHO 6th gen Taurus currently stands at over horsepower at the wheels. A
stock SHO typically produces around wheel horsepower. First revealed at the New York Auto
Show , the Taurus received a mid-cycle refresh for the model year. The body featured a new
front fascia and slightly updated rear fascia with LED tail lamps, as well as all-new wheel
options. The SHO model featured revised styling elements. Refinements were made to the 3.
Power in the 3. There was a new engine option for non-SHO models, a 2. All models received
upgrades to the steering and braking systems to improve driveability, including standard
Torque Vectoring and curve control improving tracking at higher speeds. Updates to the
Instrument dials were added, which were fully digital, clearer, and more colorful. MyFord Touch
was added as part of Taurus's Sync system. This was in response to a shift in perceived
consumer demand towards SUVs and pickup trucks, and away from sedans. Serving as the
flagship of the Changan Ford joint venture, the Taurus is an extended-wheelbase variant of the
Ford Fusion Mondeo , differing primarily in its 3. Manufactured since November , Changan Ford
produces its version of the Taurus in its Hangzhou facility. Produced solely for the Chinese
market , there are currently no considerations towards export of the model line. The standard
engine is a 2. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Not to be confused with Ford Taunus. This
article is about the North American car. For the Chinese version produced since , see Ford
Taurus China. Motor vehicle. Main article: Ford Taurus first generation. Main article: Ford
Taurus second generation. Main article: Ford Taurus third generation. Main article: Ford Taurus
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Ford Encyclopedia. Taurus Car Club of America, Inc. January 11, These options were also
extended to the Sable and, beginning in MY , the Lincoln Continental as well. However, models
available with a manual transmission were only available in one configuration: bucket seats
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