Aztek pontiac 2001

As a 5-door crossover with a front engine with front-wheel drive and optional Versatrak
all-wheel drive, the Aztek featured a four-speed automatic transmission with a V-6 engine.
Marketed by Pontiac as a "sport recreational vehicle," the Aztek used a shortened platform
shared with GM's minivans e. The design employed conventional rear outswing doors rather
than sliding doors and a bi-parting rear tailgate, the lower section formed with seat indentations
and cupholders. Other features included a front center console that doubled as a removable
cooler, Optional rear stereo controls in the cargo area, optional sliding cargo floor with grocery
compartments and optional camping package with an attachable tent and air mattress. The
Aztek was noted for its styling, which was instantly controversial. Pulitzer Prize -winning
automotive critic and syndicated columnist Dan Neil , in naming it one of the 50 worst cars of all
time, said the Aztek "violate d one of the principal rules of car design: we like cars that look like
us. With its multiple eyes and supernumerary nostrils, the Aztek looks deformed and scary,
something that dogs bark at and cathedrals employ to ring bells. The shame is, under all that
ugliness, there was a useful, competent crossover. First shown to the public in , the Pontiac
Aztek concept car was well received. The Aztek went on sale in summer as a model. The
production edition of the Aztek was launched with the tagline "Quite possibly the most versatile
vehicle on the planet" in conjunction with CBS 's hit reality show Survivor in Ultimately, the
Aztek was criticized for its styling. Mickey Kaus described the Aztek as having "awkwardly
empty and square front wheel wells" and a "gratuitous, fierce animalistic snout, which may have
been what prompted incoming GM executive Bob Lutz to famously say that many of the
company's products looked like 'angry kitchen appliances. A poll in The Daily Telegraph in
August placed the Aztek at number one of the " ugliest cars" of all time. At launch, the Aztek
was available with either front-wheel drive or Versatrak, a full-time, fully automatic all-wheel
drive system which provided traction in the snow or rain and could handle moderately rough
off-road surfaces. The Aztek was able to carry within its interior a standard 4 feet 1. Extending
this image was a seat-back mounted backpack , and a number of specialty racks for bicycles ,
canoes , snowboards , and other such items. An optional 10 speaker Pioneer stereo system
provided a set of controls located at the rear of the vehicle for tail-gate parties as well as an
unusual 2-piece tailgate with built-in cup-holders and contoured seating area for added comfort.
However, they did not conduct a side-impact test. GM forecast sales of up to 75, Azteks per year
and needed to produce 30, annually to break even. Just 27, were sold in , which was the model's
best-selling year. Pricing of the Aztek was also an issue at launch: the vehicle was too
expensive for its intended " Generation X " audience and was priced significantly higher than
competing vehicles. After the model year, the GT model was dropped and pricing was slashed,
in addition to extremely generous rebates and cut-rate financing instituted by GM in the wake of
the terrorist attacks on September 11, Power and Associates , an independent consumer survey
organization which noted: "The Aztek scores highest or second highest in every APEAL
component measure except exterior styling. He praised GM for being daring and trying to create
an entirely new market in vehicles, rather than simply copying successful formulas. He argued
that the Aztek's failure is similar to the failure of the Apple's Newton and Mac Portable â€” two
failed products that revolutionized the computer industry and became the basis for later
successful products made by Apple. In its final model year, the Aztek gained hands-free
operation of its On-Star system. Exterior color offerings also changed. The Aztek was
discontinued after the model year, and was replaced by the Theta platform Pontiac Torrent. The
last Pontiac Aztek finally rolled off the assembly line on August 31, In the American Dad! He
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SUV. Compact MPV. Montana SV6. Personal luxury. Pontiac claims the Aztek was the product of
out-of-the-box brainstorming in an effort to create a truly unique vehicle. The result of this
creative thinking is a whole new SRV, or sport recreational vehicle, which takes the wide stance
and sporty ride of the Grand Prix, the versatility of the Montana minivan and traditional
character traits of sport utility vehicles, and blends them into a unique and polarizing alternative
to SUVs and minivans. The Aztek cuts a broad swath through the look-alike, humdrum SUVs on
the road with a boldly aggressive exterior that could have only come from Pontiac. With its
signature wide track stance, cat-eye headlamps, oversized fog lamps and protective side
cladding, the Aztek looks like something out of the movie Road Warrior. Mel Gibson not
included in base price. The Aztek is rated for pulling 3, pounds with the optional trailer-towing
option that includes heavy-duty engine cooling, a high-output alternator and an auto-leveling
rear suspension. With the optional Versatrak all-wheel-drive system, the Aztek will automatically
direct power to the wheels with the best grip when it's needed. Unfortunately, the driver has no
control over the system and a low range isn't available, which limits off-road capability. A
portable cooler is standard on the GT model, and latches to the center console. The fully
insulated container houses up to twelve ounce cans of your favorite non-alcoholic beverage.
The Aztek GT also features removable utility packs nestled in the front door bins for handy
portable storage of cellular phones, sunglasses or sunscreen. The Aztek has a wide, low and
flat cargo floor with A dozen cargo anchors, rear convenience net and storage areas built into
the side trim and tailgate help keep track of loose ends. While many SUVs look like they're cast
from the same cookie cutter, Pontiac cooked up the boldest - and the most controversial design to hit the streets so far. Sure, the styling is different and you can't do any serious
off-roading, but if you need the versatility of a minivan, and don't want to be labeled as another
soccer mom driving a Caravan, the Aztek may be right up your alley. Available styles include
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for the Used Pontiac Aztek. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll
probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true,
provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the
car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a
month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three
years or so. Check out Pontiac lease specials Check out Pontiac Aztek lease specials. Popular
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Pumbaa the talking pig from the "Lion King" into an interesting, if not different, offering. Read
more. Write a review See all reviews. The Aztek was recently chosen as one of the ugliest cars
ever built. I concur. It is also the most utilitarian car that was ever built. Parents always teach
that it's what's inside that counts. I have head room galore, unprecedented comfort, and radio
controls at my finger tips. Add a heads-up display nice for me, a pilot , a zip-in tent, sound
system controls at the tailgate, an ice cooler for a console, myriad other creature features, and
you have the best little house on wheels! I pity the man that looks only on the external
challenges of this fine automobile and misses its inner beauty. Read less. New buyer needs
help with quirk! Just bought for 15 yr old Son for him to drive in a 6 months, and wife now after
some brainless driver side- swiped her beloved Screeming Yellow mustang! Got from original
owner who has regularly documented maint hx and new guaranteed trans. SUV has intermittent
very loud intermittent rattle that seems to come from left front. Rattle comes on more when air
is on, maybe? At first I thought it was just plain ugly! Then I drove it and bought it, needing a
car NOW. Fun to drive, great U-turns, comfortable, enough features. Seating was good, even
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Sponsored cars related to the Aztek. Sign Up. All rights reserved. More on this:. Up Next. If you
search "ugliest car in the world," chances are that you'll end up with one of the videos by
YouTuber TheSketchMonkey. He specializes in trying to fix the unloved children of the
automotive world, and even before today's post, he's done three other videos on the Pontiac
Aztek. The Aztek may have been ugly, but it was ahead of its time, a pioneer of what it meant to
be a modern crossover. Also, while people go as far as to blame this vehicle for Pontiac's
demise, the problems that plagued the company were much deeper. Thus, we really don't see
the point of another Aztek redesign. Admittedly, it's not the best-looking thing in the world, but
it's already become an icon, and we think it would be collectible even without the Breaking Bad
connection. There are plenty of good, clean designs from that era that nobody even remembers.
Even so, there's a clear distinction between something quirky but good-looking, like the FJ C
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ruiser, and this thing. According to TheSketchMonkey , the thing that makes the Aztek so bad
is a lack of continuity, as the lines appear out of nowhere or aren't repeated enough. The
two-character lines seen in the profile are given as an example, but we don't agree with this. For
starters, people hate the Aztek with the black side cladding, not this version. However, we will
admit that the front end is a little too quirky, having no connection between the two headlight
units. And the back looks like it was improvised. Let's just call the Aztek an experiment that
almost worked out. The guy who designed it, Tom Peters, went on to design the Stingray
Corvette. So what do we think about this YouTube artist's makeover? Well, it certainly doesn't
make it worse. But with better lines, the Aztek becomes forgettable. The front end almost looks
like a second-gen Honda CR-V , which came out at roughly the same time. You will only receive
our top stories, typically no more than 5 per day yes no.

