Chevy aerostar

The Ford Aerostar is a range of vans that was manufactured by Ford from the to the model
years. The first minivan powered exclusively by V6 engines, the Aerostar was also one of the
first vehicles to introduce all-wheel drive to the segment in North America. The model line was
sold in multiple configurations, including passenger and cargo vans, along with an
extended-length body. Sold primarily in the United States and Canada, a limited number of
vehicles were exported outside of North America. The Aerostar was replaced for the model year
by the front-wheel drive Ford Windstar ; Ford sold both model lines concurrently through the
model year. The role of the Aerostar cargo van was left unfilled, with the Ford Transit Connect
serving as the closest successor in terms of size and capability. For its entire production, the
model line was assembled by the St. Louis Assembly Plant in Hazelwood, Missouri. In total, 2,,
vehicles were produced across a single generation. Additional objectives for the vehicle would
include increased interior space over station wagons and more attractive styling over full-size
vans. Dubbed the Ford Carousel, a prototype was tested from to Along with restyled A-pillars
and a completely new front fascia, the Carousel received a wagon-style roofline with
wraparound window glass ; in a key indication of its future as family-oriented vehicle, the
Carousel wore a rear tailgate with a drop-down rear window with simulated exterior woodgrain
trim. Inside, it was fitted with two rear bench seats with interior trim similar to the Ford Country
Squire and Mercury Colony Park. While the Ford Carousel received a positive response by many
Ford executives for a potential introduction, it ultimately would not reach production. In , Lee
Iaccoca and Hal Sperlich both departed Ford and were hired by Chrysler; the Chrysler minivan
project was approved by the end of While adopting the basic "garageable van" concept of the
Ford Carousel prototype, the resulting Dodge Caravan and Plymouth Voyager were far different
vehicles in terms of layout and engineering. During the early s, as the American automotive
industry learned of the development of the Chrysler minivans, Ford commenced development of
its own vehicle in response. The energy crises of the late s had made fuel economy a high
priority of vehicle design; as such, producing the Ford Carousel downsizing the Ford Club
Wagon to a lower height would not be a competitive option for Ford. While using the 6-foot
height of the Carousel as a starting point in concept, the s Ford "garageable van" was a
completely clean-sheet design. In a major shift, the new design shifted mechanical commonality
from full-size trucks and vans to the compact Ford Ranger in an effort to reduce weight. In what
would be a major break from the Chrysler and GM minivans, the Ford minivan received a
distinct chassis with model-specific front and rear suspension. In , the Ford Aerostar name was
first used as Ford unveiled a concept vehicle previewing the final production minivan. The Ford
Aerostar used the rear-wheel drive Ford VN1 platform , developed specifically for the model line.
The first Ford light truck designed with a unibody chassis, the VN1 chassis the first Ford
chassis given an alphanumeric designation was reinforced with full-length integrated frame
rails. The first Ford light truck to shift away from Twin I-Beams, the front suspension of the
Aerostar more closely matched Ford full-size sedans, including unequal-length A-arms and coil
springs. The rear suspension was a live rear axle fitted with a three-link configuration with coil
springs similar to the Panther-platform cars of the time. A hp 2. For , coinciding with the
introduction of the E-4WD option, a hp 4. For , a 5-speed overdrive automatic transmission was
introduced for the 4. Using a Dana TC28 transfer case with a center differential regulated by an
electronically controlled electro-magnetic clutch , all four wheels were given traction at all
times. To accommodate the added weight and friction losses, the option was paired with the
higher-torque 4. Distinguished by its sloped-nosed design, the Ford Aerostar utilized a
"one-box" design similar to the Renault Espace and the Ford Transit ; in contrast to its
European counterparts, the Aerostar had much shorter overhangs with the wheels placed at the
corners. In an effort to further improve its fuel efficiency and aerodynamics and lower its curb
weight, several plastic body parts bumpers, rear hatch that were utilized in the concept car were
adopted for production. As a response to the Dodge Grand Caravan and Plymouth Grand
Voyager, an unnamed extended-length version of the Ford Aerostar entered production for
Sharing the inch wheelbase with the standard-length version, the extended-length Aerostar
added 14 inches to the rear body. During the s, the extended-length Aerostar would become the
most popular version of the vehicle. While the Ford Aerostar would never see a full redesign
over its year production run, it would see a number of detail changes to bring it in line with
other Ford trucks. For , the nameplate badging was changed, moving it from each fender to the
tailgate; it was changed from chrome to silver in color. In , the chrome grille was replaced by a
black-trim grille; the bracketed towing mirrors were replaced by integrated powered sideview
mirrors. In , an extensive facelift redesigned the grille, bumpers, wheels, and replaced the
sealed-beam headlights with replaceable-bulb composite units the amber turn signal lenses
were changed to clear-lens units. As it was becoming a federal requirement, a center brake light
was added for As the Aerostar had been slated for discontinuation after the model year, few

visible changes were made afterwards. For , the amber rear turn signal lenses were deleted; XLT
models were given optional 14x6" seven-hole alloy wheels. In contrast to its radical exterior
design, the interior design of the Ford Aerostar adopted many industry-standard features. For
example, the seven-passenger Aerostar was configured with the seating layout popularized in
both Chrysler and General Motors minivans. Borrowing features from full-size conversion vans,
XLT-trim versions were available with second-row bucket seats; another option allowed both
rear bench seats to fold down to make a bed; both rows of rear seats were removable. However,
the interior also featured several European-influenced designs: the Aerostar was fitted with a
floor-mounted shifter for both automatic and manual transmissions and was equipped with a
handbrake which would become a feature in all US-market Ford minivans ; in a fashion similar
to the Volkswagen Vanagon , the second-row windows slid open. While cupholders were
relegated to an optional armrest in the third-row seats, the Aerostar could be specified with up
to six ashtrays and two cigar lighters; the interior may have been designed with a smoker in
mind. In , coinciding with the exterior updates, the interior also saw a major upgrade. Along with
the addition of a driver's side airbag and three-point seatbelts for all six outboard seats, the
dashboard was redesigned with improved controls many shared with the Econoline and a new
instrument panel. In , integrated child safety seats were introduced as an option. Along with a
cargo van distinguished by its available double rear doors and lack of side windows , the
Aerostar passenger van called the Wagon came in two trim levels: base-trim XL and deluxe-trim
XLT in keeping with the Ford truck line. Many features standard on the XLT were available as
extra-cost options on the XL, such as power windows, mirrors, and locks, air conditioning, and
privacy glass. Introduced during the model year, the Aerostar was one of the first Ford vehicles
to feature the outdoors-themed Eddie Bauer brand as a trim package. The Eddie Bauer trim
combined the interior convenience features of the XLT trim with two-tone exterior paint tan as
the accent color on the rocker panels and wheel trim and a tan outdoors-themed interior. As on
the XLT, cloth seating surfaces were standard; as part of the update, leather seats became an
option. A standard feature of the trim package an option on the XLT was a feature allowing the
second and third row bench seats to fold flat into a large bed across the rear half of the interior.
Following the introduction of the extended-length wagon in , the Eddie Bauer trim was available
in both body configurations. After , the option package came with the 4. After the model year,
the Eddie Bauer trim was discontinued as the Aerostar trim line was consolidated to the cargo
van and the Aerostar XLT. Distinguished by their silver-accented paint and "Sport" pinstriping,
the Sport featured integrated running boards with a color-matched front air dam and
color-matched rear mud flaps. On darker colors, the front grille and chrome was painted body
color. Ford engineers chose the front-engine layout for a variety of reasons. In terms of safety
and engine access in comparison to German and Japanese imports , the company found that
potential buyers preferred the configuration over rear and mid-engine vehicles. In the change
from concept to production, very little of the exterior design would change, except for the
window glass, headlights, and grille. Two running prototypes were built from the collaboration
of Ford and Ghia; [11] both used the stock 3. The HFX concept borrowed some features used in
other Ford vehicles, such as four-wheel air suspension and electronic climate control. From
there, some of the technologies showcased in the HFX had never before been seen in a
minivan; this included run-flat tires, adjustable pedals, power-sliding side doors, electric power
steering, ABS, traction control, seatbelt pretensioners, and movable grille shutters. While the
Ford Aerostar had proven successful in the minivan segment, by the end of the s, Ford sought
to gain a part of the significant market share held by the Chrysler minivans. In , the company
commenced design work on a successor to the Aerostar for a planned introduction. To compete
more directly against Chrysler, in its new minivan, Ford adopted the form factor of the
long-wheelbase Chrysler minivans. To further match Chrysler, what was to become the Ford
Windstar adopted front-wheel drive sedan underpinnings, developed alongside the Ford Taurus.
As the Ford Windstar was being readied for a model-year introduction, was set to be the final
year for the Aerostar. In a fashion similar to the planned replacement of the Fox-platform Ford
Mustang with a Mazda-based coupe in the late s, Ford received a negative reaction from its
dealers and the public. In response, Ford announced it would sell both the Aerostar and
Windstar vans for the upcoming future. Louis assembly line on August 22, ; a total of 2,, were
produced over 12 years. The Ford Windstar and later Ford Freestar was offered in a cargo van
configuration, but the first direct successor to the Aerostar Van, in terms of size and capability,
is the Ford Transit Connect. Imported into North America since , the front-wheel drive Transit
Connect is also offered in passenger configurations; a redesign led to the first seven-seat Ford
minivan since From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor vehicle. Front-engine, rear-wheel
drive Front-engine, all-wheel drive â€” Ford Windstar Ford Transit Connect for cargo van. Main
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older cars are cheaper to insure. You probably already knew that, or could have guessed, but do
you know which old car is the cheapest to insure? You will soon, thanks to Insurify, which
recently released its list of the 10 cheapest vehicles to insure in Based on data, the list is full of
model names from the automotive past, none of which are still being built today. While repairs
and maintenance are often more expensive when dealing with older cars, at least the insurance
savings might let you put away a bit of money for those costs. There are plenty of other factors
that affect how much you pay for your insurance, including education level the more you know,
the less you pay is the general rule, Insurify found and where you live four of the 10 places with
the highest average costs are in southeastern Michigan, followed by three cities in Maryland
and three in Florida. The states with the cheapest average car insurance prices in the U.
Insurify's numbers represent the average for a spread of model years for its list of 10 cheapest
cars, with the older vehicles unsurprisingly costing less than newer ones. Insurify also did not
have enough data on the newest models that are currently sitting at dealerships, but if you're
looking for cheap, that's not where you're shopping anyway, most likely. So, with some pennies
in your pocket and the nostalgia glasses ready, here are the 10 cheapest to insure in The dollar
amounts you'll see on each page are the average cost per year to insure these oldâ€”in some
cases classicâ€”vans, minivans, and sedans. Mercury's first minivan earned itself a spot on our

list of the 10 weirdest minivans of all time well, the Nissan Quest rebadge did, anyway. The
Villager was sold from to before being replaced by the Monterey in There were three
generations of these classic Chevy vans built over three decades, and examples from the s are
not difficult to find today in case you want to drive a large family around in conversion van
style. There's a bit of a trend in growing in this list, and it's this: if GM made a lot of a particular
model for many decades, there's a pretty good chance it doesn't cost much to insure today. The
Buick Riviera certainly fits that description, as it was built almost continuously from to The
Riviera comes with the added bonus of classic good looks, depending on your point of view and
the vehicle generation, and the name is being kept alive at GM through concept vehicles now
and again. Coming in at just about the same annual insurance cost as the Riviera, the
Oldsmobile Cutlass Ciera didn't have quite as long a life span it was built from until , but it has
found a solid home in the LeMons circuit , in case you buy one and want to spend the insurance
money on funky accessories and fun modifications. From Cutlass Ciera at LeMons. Chevy sold
this small sedan with both a three-speed automatic transmission and a three-cylinder engine as
options thankfully, you couldn't get them both in the same car , so it's clear this was never
going to be a powerhouse. But you can still find warm nostalgia for the Metro today, like this
heartwarming story from when a teenager traded some video games and labor for a Metro for
his mom because she needed a car. Vintage Reviews of Subcompacts. The minivan segment
would not have happened were it not for the ultra-popular Chrysler minivans. But if you're
looking to save money, one of the old versions should do you just fine. And if you thought the
Metro still had its fans, just read our comparison test between the Plymouth Voyager and the
Chrysler Pacifica. Built between and , the high-end Tracer took the Mazda and made it more
American, while still selling it for a reasonable price back in the day. It costs a lot less today,
and has an insurance price to match. From Tracer vs. Golf, Civic, More. The Ciera was offered
as both a wagon and a sedan and shared a platform with a number of GM vehicles, including the
Buick Century, Pontiac and Chevrolet Celebrity. The low annual estimated insured cost does
not apply, we assume, to the last Ciera ever built, a model year version that was auctioned off in
for an undisclosed amount. Introduced in , this mid-sized sedan was good enough to be
considered one of the best vehicles in and The model was successful enough to keep on going
until when Chrysler did away with the Plymouth name, and if you can find one today you'll be
driving the second-cheapest vehicle to insure in Finally, we come to the best of the best. Or,
actually, the cheapest of the cheap. Instantly recognizable, the Aerostar was Ford's first
minivan. Originally sold between and , the Aerostar managed to snag Motor Trend' s Truck of
the Year award in Snap one up now and show your friends who knows how to save money on
the best of from three decades ago. Weirdest Minivans. New Cars. Buyer's Guide. Type keyword
s to search. Today's Top Stories. Specs Detailed. Yellow Dog Productions Getty Images.
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been prepped for a stackable washer and dryer, three additional closets, and a storage cabinet
with a 24" LED TV above. On the opposite side starting in the rear there is a king size bed with
nightstands on either side, plus overhead cabinets for more storage. A side aisle bath features a
30" x 36" shower, toilet, and sink. A 32" LED TV is mounted on the outer bath wall and can
easily be viewed from the sofa or booth dinette comfortably. Next is a pantry, refrigerator, three
burner range with microwave oven, and double kitchen sink making cleanup a cinch. There are
also overhead storage cabinets throughout for all of your things. And you will love the full
basement storage beneath with aluminum side-hinged compartment doors for even more
storage. There is also an overhead bunk that drops down for added sleeping space above the
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minivan similar to that of the Chevy Astro, the Ford Aerostar was also built on a truck platform.
This gave the Aerostar minivan the ability to perform the rugged heavy duty tasks that Ford
trucks could do, while comfortably carrying up to 7 passengers. Starting in , Ford offered an
electronic all wheel drive option to provide the Aerostar with more traction. Combining that with
a four speed automatic transmission and 4. The Ford Aerostar has been discontinued and
finding new maintenance parts is important. All of 1A Auto Parts Ford Aerostar aftermarket
parts are available in 3 clicks on our user friendly website. Our product development staff
conducts over 8, hours of research each year to get you the correct Ford Aerostar parts. We
display on average 4x more information per par than our closest competition. Have a question
about your Ford Aerostar aftermarket part? Our friendly customer service reps have the fastest
response in the industry, For top quality parts and customer service, buy your aftermarket Ford
Aerostar parts from 1A Auto Parts. We have the industry's only 'No Hassle' return policy for in
stock Ford Aerostar parts. Orders ship same day when ordered by 2pm ET. Need your part
faster? Choose expedited shipping at checkout. Providing you the highest quality, direct fit
replacement auto parts enforced to the strictest product standards. Exceeding customers'
expectations every day, our team of passionate auto enthusiasts are here to help. Thousands of
how-to auto repair videos specific to year, make and model guide you step-by-step through
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your repair. This part will only fit a vehicle with these options. If your vehicle isn't listed, close
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Kits. Headlight Assemblies. Shocks and Struts. Tail Lights. Ford is a registered trademark of
Ford Motor Company. See all trademarks. Guaranteed To Fit Providing you the highest quality,
direct fit replacement auto parts enforced to the strictest product standards. USA Customer
Support Exceeding customers' expectations every day, our team of passionate auto enthusiasts
are here to help. Instructional Video Library Thousands of how-to auto repair videos specific to
year, make and model guide you step-by-step through your repair. Terms of Use Privacy Policy.
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