Ensenes

The Jewish historian Josephus records that Essenes existed in large numbers, and thousands
lived throughout Roman Judaea , but they were fewer in number than the Pharisees and the
Sadducees , the other two major sects at the time. The Essenes lived in various cities but
congregated in communal life dedicated to voluntary poverty , daily immersion , and asceticism
their priestly class practiced celibacy. Most scholars claim they seceded from the Zadokite
priests. The Essenes have gained fame in modern times as a result of the discovery of an
extensive group of religious documents known as the Dead Sea Scrolls , which are commonly
believed to be the Essenes' library. Most scholars dispute the notion that the Essenes wrote the
Dead Sea Scrolls. The first reference to the sect is by the Roman writer Pliny the Elder died c.
Unlike Philo , who did not mention any particular geographical location of the Essenes other
than the whole land of Israel , Pliny places them somewhere above Ein Gedi , next to the Dead
Sea. Josephus later gave a detailed account of the Essenes in The Jewish War c. Claiming
firsthand knowledge, he lists the Essenoi as one of the three sects of Jewish philosophy [8]
alongside the Pharisees and the Sadducees. He relates the same information concerning piety ,
celibacy , the absence of personal property and of money, the belief in communality , and
commitment to a strict observance of Sabbath. He further adds that the Essenes ritually
immersed in water every morning, ate together after prayer, devoted themselves to charity and
benevolence, forbade the expression of anger, studied the books of the elders, preserved
secrets, and were very mindful of the names of the angels kept in their sacred writings. Pliny,
also a geographer , located them in the desert near the northwestern shore of the Dead Sea ,
where the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered. Josephus uses the name Essenes in his two main
accounts, The Jewish War 2. In several places, however, Josephus has Essaios , which is
usually assumed to mean Essene "Judas of the Essaios race"; [16] "Simon of the Essaios
race"; [17] "John the Essaios "; [18] "those who are called by us Essaioi "; [19] "Simon a man of
the Essaios race". Philo's usage is Essaioi , although he admits this Greek form of the original
name, that according to his etymology signifies "holiness", to be inexact. Gabriele Boccaccini
implies that a convincing etymology for the name Essene has not been found, but that the term
applies to a larger group within Palestine that also included the Qumran community. In medieval
Hebrew e. Sefer Yosippon Hassidim "the Pious" replaces "Essenes". Megillah [28] uses to
describe various sectarian groups. Another theory is that the name was borrowed from a cult of
devotees to Artemis in Anatolia , whose demeanor and dress somewhat resembled those of the
group in Judea. The followers of the first of which are the Pharisees; of the second, the
Sadducees ; and the third sect, which pretends to a severer discipline , are called Essenes.
These last are Jews by birth, and seem to have a greater affection for each other than other
sects have. According to Josephus , the Essenes had settled "not in one city" but "in large
numbers in every town". Pliny locates them "on the west side of the Dead Sea, away from the
coast Some modern scholars and archaeologists have argued that Essenes inhabited the
settlement at Qumran , a plateau in the Judean Desert along the Dead Sea, citing Pliny the Elder
in support, and giving credence that the Dead Sea Scrolls are the product of the Essenes. This
theory, though not yet conclusively proven, has come to dominate the scholarly discussion and
public perception of the Essenes. The accounts by Josephus and Philo show that the Essenes
led a strictly communal lifeâ€”often compared to later Christian monasticism. This communal
living has led some scholars to view the Essenes as a group practicing social and material
egalitarianism. According to the Community Rules, repentance was a prerequisite to baptism :
"They shall not enter the water Ritual purification was a common practice among the peoples of
Judea during this period and was thus not specific to the Essenes. A ritual bath or mikveh was
found near many synagogues of the period continuing into modern times. According to Joseph
Lightfoot , the Church Father Epiphanius writing in the 4th century CE seems to make a
distinction between two main groups within the Essenes: [27] "Of those that came before his
[Elxai, an Ossaean prophet] time and during it, the Ossaeans and the Nasaraeans. The
Nasaraeanâ€”they were Jews by nationalityâ€”originally from Gileaditis, Bashanitis and the
Transjordan They acknowledged Moses and believed that he had received lawsâ€”not this law,
however, but some other. And so, they were Jews who kept all the Jewish observances, but
they would not offer sacrifice or eat meat. They considered it unlawful to eat meat or make
sacrifices with it. They claim that these Books are fictions, and that none of these customs were
instituted by the fathers. This was the difference between the Nasaraean and the others After
this Nasaraean sect in turn comes another closely connected with them, called the Ossaeans.
These are Jews like the former Though it is different from the other six of these seven sects, it
causes schism only by forbidding the books of Moses like the Nasaraean. The Nasaraeans or
Nasoraeans may be the same as the Mandaeans of today. Epiphanius says that they existed
before Christ. That is questioned by some, but others accept the pre-Christian origin of this
group. Josephus and Philo discuss the Essenes in detail. Most scholars [ citation needed ]

believe that the community at Qumran that allegedly produced the Dead Sea Scrolls was an
offshoot of the Essenes. Golb's book presents observations about de Vaux's premature
conclusions and their uncontroverted acceptance by the general academic community. He
states that the documents probably stemmed from various libraries in Jerusalem, kept safe in
the desert from the Roman invasions. Another issue is the relationship between the Essaioi and
Philo's Therapeutae and Therapeutrides. He regarded the Therapeutae as a contemplative
branch of the Essaioi who, he said, pursued an active life. One theory on the formation of the
Essenes suggests that the movement was founded by a Jewish high priest, dubbed by the
Essenes the Teacher of Righteousness , whose office had been usurped by Jonathan of priestly
but not of Zadokite lineage , labeled the "man of lies" or "false priest". The Teacher of
Righteousness of the Scrolls would seem to be a prototype of Jesus , for both spoke of the New
Covenant ; they preached a similar gospel; each was regarded as a Savior or Redeemer; and
each was condemned and put to death by reactionary factions We do not know whether Jesus
was an Essene, but some scholars feel that he was at least influenced by them. Lawrence
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