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The Pontiac Grand Am is a mid-size car and later a compact car that was produced by Pontiac.
The Grand Am had two separate three-year runs in the s: from to , and again from to It was
based on the GM A platform. Production of the Grand Am was canceled in when it was replaced
by the Pontiac The Grand Am was reintroduced in when it replaced the Pontiac Phoenix. It
became Pontiac's best selling car and was later replaced by the Pontiac G6 , so named as it was
intended to be the 6th generation of the Grand Am. Notably, the American sports car was
usually without luxury features, and the luxury car without sport features. Foreign makes mixed
these features. The original Grand Am was introduced in the fall of as a model. The GM A-body
platform had major design revisions in that included the elimination of pillarless hardtops due
to proposed Federal rollover standards, but with frameless windows similar to that of a hardtop.
No convertibles were produced due to the rollover standards that were not enacted. The oil
crisis caused a dichotomy of buyers: total luxury or total economy. Since Grand Am was an
"in-between", its sales declined and the model was discontinued in All engines were available
with a Turbo-hydramatic automatic transmission as standard equipment. The Pontiac Grand Am
style had a unique flexible urethane front fascia center nose known as the 'Endura' nose that
was squeezable and could return to its original shape following a minor collision [7] [8] along
with the new energy-absorbing bumpers, [9] [10] a total of six grille openings with vertical bars,
round front turn signals with a cross-hair design, horizontal rear taillights, and chrome rear
bumper. Additionally, Grand Ams featured a Radial Tuned Suspension RTS as standard
equipment that included radial-ply tires, Pliacell shock absorbers, and front and rear sway bars.
The springs were advertised as being computer selected. Also included were an instrument
panel from the Pontiac Grand Prix featuring a Rally gauge cluster with fuel, oil, water and volt
gauges a tachometer or fuel economy gauge was optional, and on cars so equipped, the clock
was moved to a space on the lower instrument panel under the radio , three-spoke padded
steering wheel with brushed-stainless spokes, and Genuine Crossfire African Mahogany trim on
the dash facing, radio and clock surrounds, as well as the center console between the front
seats. Pontiac also produced a single Grand Am station wagon as a feasibility study. This was a
LeMans wagon converted to a Grand Am. A functional ram-air induction system was developed
for the Pontiac A-bodies utilizing twin NACA openings in the hood, but the option was dropped
due to the inability to pass federally mandated drive-by noise standards. A few functional Ram
Air systems were sold over the counter. Described as "The mid-sized Pontiac with Foreign
Intrigue American Ingenuity" on the front cover of the four-page Grand Am brochure that
featured a green four-door sedan, only minor styling changes highlighted this year's model
including a redesigned nose and grille with 12 openings with horizontal bars. Engine and
transmission offerings were the same as , but four-speed manual transmissions were no longer
offered in California, where only the Turbo Hydra-matic automatic was available. Inside, the
genuine African crossfire mahogany trim on the instrument panel was replaced by a simulated
material due to delamination problems on the models but the real wood was continued on the
center console, optional console clock, and radio bezel. Sales were down more than 50 percent
due to the oil crisis , and while the recession continued, prices increased for all model cars.
Only 17, Grand Ams were built. The Grand Am looked the same as the model, but had vertical
front grille bars, a body-colored rear bumper, and a catalytic converter single-exhaust, which
mandated the use of unleaded fuel, along with GM's High Energy Ignition and other items
promoted as part of Pontiac's maximum mileage system. Inside, the Strato bucket seats
received revised vertical trim patterns, the adjustable lumbar support controls were dropped,
and only the passenger seat had a recliner, a "safety practice" which would continue at GM for a
decade. Engines were also detuned to meet the emission regulations with the compression ratio
dropping to a new low of 7. Turbo Hydra-matic was standard equipment and the only
transmission offered this year. Performance from was 7. A total of 10, Grand Ams were built in
[12] and the series was dropped after this year due to declining sales and rising gas prices as a
result of the oil crisis. Another factor leading to the Grand Am's cancellation were plans for all
Pontiac A-body cars receiving the newly approved rectangular headlights, which would
necessitate a complete redesign of the Grand Am's Endura nose and Pontiac officials decided
that the expense of such a redesign could not be justified based on low production numbers.
The basic GM A-body design remained until It was offered in both two- and four-door models
featuring a vertical bar grille and other trimmings to differentiate it from the LeMans, upon
which it was based. Like the models, this generation of Grand Ams also featured standard radial
tires plus an upgraded Radial Tuned Suspension with front and rear sway bars. New for was a
four-speed manual available with the horsepower four-barrel in 49 states. The wood-grained
instrument panel was replaced by brushed aluminum trim, while the gauge faces changed from
silver with black letters and numbers to black with white letters and numbers. The year was the
finale for the second-generation Grand Am. The four-door sedan was dropped, leaving only the

two-door coupe, which received only minor appearance changes. Strato bucket seats in cloth or
Morrokide upholstery were standard equipment along with a center console with floor shifter for
the Turbo Hydra-matic transmission. Slow sales of the Grand Am led to its discontinuation after
the model year. Initially, the Grand Am was available in base or LE trim in coupes only. The 2. A
5-speed manual was standard, and a 3-speed automatic was optional, the latter required if the
V6 engine was ordered. In , a sedan and sportier SE trim were added. The SE trim had the V6
engine standard, lower body cladding, composite headlamps, a slightly revised interior with the
different cloth used on all seats and door panel inserts, analog instrumentation base and LE
models had digital , and included inch aluminum wheels. Cars with the turbo engine received a
turbo boost gauge in the place of the voltmeter. A test by Popular Mechanics for quarter-mile
acceleration with the Turbo engine resulted with the five-speed manual taking This was also the
last year that the Buick sourced 3. New for styling were composite front headlights, but only on
the LE models. For , front seat belts were moved from the b-pillars to the doors, to meet the
passive restraint mandate for The Quad-4 LD2 engine became available for Grand Am's in ,
replacing the previous model year's 3. Other options included a Driver Information Center, an
electronic trunk release, and a moon roof. The base model was dropped after this model year. A
totally new front and rear fascia along with an interior redesign for This was the final year that
the 'Sport Bucket' seats were available to SEs. The inch wheels were only optional to SE's. This
would be the first year that the Grand A-inch could be ordered with either inch wheels or a
factory-installed CD player. Changes were minor for and ; For , a new High-Output version of the
Quad 4 mated to only a 5-speed manual became the standard engine for the SE. The 16" wheels
moved from the option list to standard equipment for the SE's this year. The W32 option
included SE ground effects minus wheel well flares , the same standard as well as optional "SE"
drive train, 14" aluminum wheels, a larger front larger sway bar, and a rear swaybar that were
only otherwise available on the SE model. The only changes were the addition of an Anti-lock
Brakes System ABS as standard equipment for all Grand Am SE's not available to LE's , and all
model year cars fitted with a five-speed transmission received a redesigned "short throw"
shifter. For the Grand Am's chassis was widened to match the Corsica's; the suspension and
braking systems are about eighty percent in common. A high output version of the DOHC was
offered as well. A new GT trim was offered that featured new wheels, smoother, yet larger
cladding, and more standard equipment. This resulted in a loss of 5 horsepower 3. In , the V6
and standard 3-speed powertrain were effectively replaced by GM's new 3. A driver's side airbag
also became standard for , but the door-mounted automatic seatbelts remained. In , the Quad 4
engines received balance shafts and direct driven power steering off the intake camshaft. The
four-speed automatic that was mated to the 3. In Japan, this generation was officially imported
by Yanase and Suzuki with left-hand drive. The main imports were the SE and V6 models. The
V6 model, however, was only offered for the model year there. All models had a three-speed
later four-speed automatic transmission. For , the Grand Am received a mid-generation facelift.
Outside, an updated front fascia, rear fascia,and side skirts gave the Grand Am a smoother,
more rounded look. The interior was redesigned and featured dual airbags, easier to use audio
system and HVAC controls, and softer plastics. The Quad 4 was replaced by a new 'Twin Cam'
2. Still based on the Quad 4, this was a re-engineered version of the previous year's 2. The 3.
The 3-speed automatic was dropped for , and the 4-speed automatic featured standard traction
control. Daytime running lamps with automatic lighting control were newly standard on all
Grand Ams. The Grand Am was redesigned for Available in late spring , the basic design of the
fifth-generation Grand Am was shared with the Oldsmobile Alero also new for and Chevrolet
Malibu introduced in The suspension was now fully independent, with a revised
MacPherson-Strut design upfront. The rear suspension is a more refined Multi-link design. GM's
V6, previously exclusive to their minivans, became available as an option on the SE and SE1
and was standard on all other trim levels. For , all the Grand Ams featured a four-speed
automatic transmission. The models added a Getrag five-speed manual transmission as
standard equipment with the four-cylinder. For , the SE2 trim level was dropped, a new family of
Delco stereos and new wheel designs was introduced. The radio size in also changed from a 1.
Halfway through , the Twin Cam 2. Changes for also included a stationary cup holder in the
center console as opposed to a removable one. The body cladding on SE models was removed
in , a change which affected other models throughout Pontiac. An MP3 player was added to the
uplevel CD player in In , Pontiac began phasing out the Grand Am lineup for the new G6
replacement. SE sedans were retained for fleet sale and GT coupes were the last Grand Am
model available for public sale. This was also the last car to be made at Lansing's old Fisher
Body plant. The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety IIHS gives the Grand Am a "Poor" rating
in its frontal crash test for marginal structural integrity, a possible head injury, a potential right
leg injury, and poor dummy control. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. This article needs
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Porsche Motorsport. The Pontiac Grand Am for many years has been one of General Motors top
selling cars, and for good reason. It offers a healthy dose of performance in a curvy package for

a great price. The current generation Grand Am GT is equipped with a 3. No sooner did we get it
home, we started tinkering with it. The first thing we set out to do was set this Grand Am apart
from the rest on the road. Jace Stokes and the Grand Am brand team had the perfect answer.
Speaking of function, the hood is not functional, however if you choose to you may remove the
hood block plates for extra cooling as we did. We had our friends at Reflective Concepts These
graphics are made from top shelf reflective vinyl with a light silver background and a purple
foreground for a tasteful, yet stunning, look. Reflective Concepts was the originator of reflective
inlays for Pontiac vehicles as well as being the first to be GM Licensed to use such logos. After
upgrading the exterior to look fast, we had to back it up with some power. Hence this story. So
follow along as we show you how to take your ' Grand Am to a new level of performance in one
weekend! Our baseline run was This is relatively close to the stock hp and ft-lb rating at the
flywheel assuming a percent driveline loss. The torque numbers are a little skewed due to being
dyno'd in second gear we are unable to dyno in third gear due to the speed limiter being in
place but they show a good representation of the gain we experienced, the horsepower
numbers however are dead on. Peak horsepower is not all we gained however, if you take a look
at our dyno chart you will see a large area under the curve between stock and the APOC intake
and SLP exhaust, it's this gain that truly makes the car accelerate better. This was the perfect
time to learn the car and how to launch it and if manually shifting helped at all which it didn't in
our case as well as some other track prep removing the spare tire, etc. Now that's some serious
driving excitement from such few modifications! Close Ad. Chris White writer. Share on
Facebook Share on Twitter. The Grand Am was one of Pontiac's best-selling cars and had two
separate sales runs in the '70s before being brought back into the General Motors lineup in
There are variations in the types of engines used per year in Grand Am models, but if you need
to remove the engine, there are a few things to consider. If you are removing the transmission at
the same time as the engine, many Grand Ams will require you to pull the assembly out from the
bottom of the car. The vehicle will have to be hoisted into the air and then the engine can be
removed from the bottom. If the engine is being removed by itself, it can still be hoisted out
through the top once it's removed from the motor mounts. Even if the engine is coming out
through the hood, a car hoist will make the process easier, so you can get underneath to
unhook various systems. You will need to have a suitable engine stand to place the engine on
once it is removed. The engine weighs a considerable amount and should not be left on the
floor. It needs to be safely secured so the engine is not damaged or cause injury from falling. Do
not remove the engine mount until after the hoist is attached to the engine block. Otherwise the
engine will fall because nothing is supporting it. Make sure all the coolant is drained out of the
engine when you remove the engine block from the Grand Am or it will start pouring out once
you unhook the hoses. Be careful when pulling the engine out as it is removed from the top of
the car. It can badly damage the frame of the Grand Am and the engine if it hits it as it is being
removed. Michael Davidson started writing screenplays in and has had a screenplay
professionally produced. He has also studied martial arts since and has worked as a licensed
security specialist. Davidson has written articles for various websites. References
Cars-Directory. A majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen,
been flooded, salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30
years, CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has
helped millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has
costly hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car
shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition,
CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and
sell their American cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built
up its database with the help of its partners and sources, including government offices, law
enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car dealerships, insurance companies and
many more. In addition to publicly available information, CARFAX has collected information
from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth.
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d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to
detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the

selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

