Honda civic d3

The popularity of automatic cars is on the rise, especially in the United States. The majority of
Americans along with various other countries prefer automatic transmission to stick shift. Are
you familiar with all the gears and their functions in these vehicles? Most people may know
about the basic ones but some cars also have a D3 gear. What is its role in an automatic
mechanism? Does it have any unique advantages? The D3 Honda Civic is the most common. A
range of other makes and models feature the same gear but in different names. In an automatic
car , R reverse , P park , and D drive are the familiar gears. D refers to shifting the gear to the
forward drive mode. In that mode, the gears will automatically change via hydraulics. Under the
D mode, there could be D2, D3, and D4 gear positions. They refer to several gear positions for a
forward motion. In most cars, the D3 gear means forward motion but limited to 3rd gear. In
some other vehicles, it could refer to the position of transmission in the third gear. The D3 auto
means nothing else than downshifting in a manual car. In an automatic transmission, it is a
lower gear that allows the engine to rotate at a higher rate to yield more back pressure than it
can at a higher gear. In short, the D3 gear utilizes the first three gears in an automatic
transmission or locks it on the third gear. It will move to a higher gear when the vehicle reaches
the highest RPM. It also does an amazing job in maximizing the RPM range for every gear
according to the required power and pull. Engaging to the D3 is likely to provide several
advantages in different driving conditions. Many truck drivers apply the downshifting when they
drive down a slope or hill. It reduces the pressure on the braking system and prevents the
brakes from overheating. You can apply the same trick when driving an automatic vehicle. In
that case, apply the D3 to reduce the stress on the brakes while going downhill. You can reap
the best benefit of the gear by using it when your car is going down with a heavy load. However,
doing so will affect the mileage because the engine runs at a higher RPM. Also, doing it
frequently can wear off the transmission. The gear also comes handy when you are climbing a
hill or driving on a slippery surface. The transmission keeps shifting between gears in these
conditions. Engaging to the D3 prevents slippage from gear shifts, helping you avoid getting
stuck on a hill or in the snow. When you are driving upward to a hill or on a slippery road
covered in ice, slowing down the car by applying the brakes may cause the vehicle to get stuck
there. Also, shifting the gear may cause it to lose traction, which could be highly dangerous. In
those situations, the advantage of locking the transmission in a given gear appears to be a
blessing. Many people think that they cannot accelerate quickly when engaged in the D3 gear.
Well, it is a wrong concept. You can easily do it by pushing the accelerator pedal, which allows
the transmission to go downshift automatically. When you are towing a trailer or another
vehicle, you have to carefully control the speed. But, frequent applications of the brakes is not
good and may deteriorate the braking system. Engaging to the D3 gear will limit the speed to
the third gear, which is ideal for cruising. You can also apply the same trick during a heavy
rainfall when you may need to slow down often. You can also use the D3 for city driving when
the speed is less than 50km. Using the third gear while driving at a low speed will help you to
achieve a higher rev to which the car will respond better. Leaving the gear in D while you are
driving in the city means overwork for the transmission. It will have to shift from the fourth to
the third gear when you need an extra jump. Matsumoto Naoki is senior car blogger at Car From
Japan. Having background in mechanical engineering, he has a unique perspective on a lot of
new car innovations. His articles provide detailed DIY instructions and how-tos to help you get
your new car on the road. He presents driving tips and tricks for everyone through
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and a D3, which apparently prevents it from going into 4th. Why would I want to do this? What is
it good for? Does it make my fuel efficiency better or worse? Does it make the transmission's
job easier or wear it out faster? This is analagous to down shifting in a manual. This is a lower
gear for the transmission which means the engine revolves at a higher rate producing more
back pressure at the same speed as a higher gear. When going down a hill, if you downshift that
will reduce the demands on the braking system, due to the back pressure. You will often see
truck drivers downshifting on long hills so that their brakes do not overheat. You would only
use D3 while going downhill with a load so you can use your brakes less. Your mileage would
be worse since the engine is running at a higher rpm. Only if you did a lot of using D3 would it

make any appreciable wear on your transmission. In addition to what Patrick said, D3, or
whatever else it's called in various makes and models, is also useful for those times when
you're climbing a hill and the transmission keeps shifting back and forth between gears. There
may also be times, such as when driving on very slippery surfaces, when a gear shift could
cause the car to lose traction. In such a situation the ability to hold the car in a given gear can
be very advantageous. Worked mint for me still very economical and I have owned 3 Accords
:D. Back pressure on a downhill will be greater - especially if the auto has overdrive, this should
prevent the shift to overdrive. See other posts for reasons to prevent shifting. I use D3 in snowy
conditions and climbing hills. In the winter, it helps prevent slippage from gear shifts. You can't
slow down in the snow on a hill or you will get stuck. Not sure if this is true or false but
apparently in D3 you're hitting a higher rpm, around 3k at 40 kph which would be engaging
VTech on most Hondas. Not sure if that would change gas consumption. If true, this could
possibly be a good gear for quick take off? Drive D3 - This position is similar to D4, except only
the first three gears are selected. Use D3 to provide engine braking when going down a steep
hill. D3 can also keep the transmission from cycling between third and fourth gears in
stop-and-go driving. For faster acceleration when in D3 or D4, you can get the transmission to
automatically downshift by pushing the accelerator pedal to the floor. The transmission will
shift down one or two gears, depending on your speed. I think using D3 in areas that are signed
40MPH or less eliminates a lot of shift changes between the various higher speeds on your
transmission. I also use it if there is ice or snow on the roadway, but the main thing is the wear
and tear on a transmission trying to go up a hill or around a curve in a very high gear which is
hard on engine and transmission. D3 is also for when you want your car to remain 'on boil'
while you wring its neck. For those who enjoy a car that handles well, Hondas are a great
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Thread starter pfos Start date Feb 23, Registered OG. Dont let the big arrow on the left go past !
Registered VIP. You really should only use D4. But for regular driving, shifting an automatic like
a manual isn't a good idea. I get like mpg in my Trailblazer and thats good compared to some lol
According to the manual, it is used for "stop and go traffic", such as city driving. This mode is
also found in Honda and Acura 5-speed automatics. The only problem with someone people
driving their auto like a manual is neutral dropping it at any rpm besides the idle range, that will
really ruin your trans. I used to drive in D3 in the city, and once I hit the ramp on a freeway I
would go to D4. Don't know if I was doing it right Your owners manual should go over this too.
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