How to remove fuse box from a car
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Download Article Explore this Article methods. Tips and Warnings. Related Articles. Method 1 of
Make sure it's a fuse issue. When one circuit has too much electricity flowing through it, the
fuse blows to prevent serious damage and even fire. The best way of knowing if a fuse has
blown, is if an electric component instantly stops working i. If an electric component has been
slowly getting worse, it is not likely a fuse but it is still good to check the fuses regularly. Find
the fuse panel. Most models situate the fuse panel on the driver's side of the dashboard and
under the steering wheel, but location varies from vehicle to vehicle. These colors, along with
the numbers stamped on the fuses, indicate different amperage ratings. On the backside of the
fuse panel there will be a diagram that shows which fuse corresponds with which electrical
component. If the owner's manual is unavailable, try contacting a dealership for the location or
a simple internet search can provide enough information to locate the fuse panel and specific
fuses. Try to test fuses before removing. Once the fuse panel is located, remove the cover and
locate the fuse puller, most vehicles come with a small fuse puller but not all will have one. Test
the suspect fuses. To test a fuse without removing it, using the two probes of either the test
light or multi-meter, touch the two small metal tabs located on the top of the fuse. These tabs
can be tricky to connect to, but once sure that the probes are making contact, if the fuse has
continuity test light lights up or has a resistance reading may read 0 or 0. If these tools are
unavailable, simply use the fuse puller that was in the fuse panel, or a small pair of pliers, or
just bare fingers to remove and visually inspect any fuses. If the fuse is bad, it needs to be
replaced. Method 2 of When replacing a fuse you must use a fuse that has the same amperage
rating. Use the fuse panel diagram, the numbered color-coded fuses and the owner's manual to
help you determine the correct amperage for your new fuse. Once you have the right fuse gently
push it into the correct slot, make sure it's completely installed, and then put the fuse panel
back on the car. Check the circuit. Once you are done replacing the fuse, turn the ignition and
check to see if the circuit giving you trouble is working correctly. If it is working, chances are
you just had a temporary surge that blew the fuse. If that's the case, then you just solved the
problem. Can I remove a fuse and start the car to determine what purpose the fuse serves?
Akshit Sharma. Yes No. Not Helpful 1 Helpful 3. Logic Johnson Lafontaine. Yes, it's impossible
to check if the fuse is working without having battery power. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 3. Do the
fuses in a car tell you which one are to what part in the car they are for? No, fuses will only tell
you how many amps they can take. Check the owner's manual. Not Helpful 1 Helpful 1.
Unanswered Questions. Include your email address to get a message when this question is
answered. Repeatedly replacing the same fuse means there is an underlying issue in that
system of the vehicle, this will likely require further electrical diagnosing or a trip to a mechanic.
Helpful 0 Not Helpful 0. DO NOT attempt to diagnose or change fuses with the vehicle running
or with the key in the ignition. Helpful 5 Not Helpful 1. If you use the wrong amperage fuse, you
could cause much worse damage to your vehicle than just a blown fuse. Be careful when
removing any trim pieces or access panels to get to the fuse panel as these can break. Helpful 2
Not Helpful 5. Related wikiHows How to. How to. Co-authors: 9. Updated: October 14, Thanks to
all authors for creating a page that has been read 45, times. Did this article help you? Cookies
make wikiHow better. By continuing to use our site, you agree to our cookie policy. About This
Article. Related Articles How to. By signing up you are agreeing to receive emails according to
our privacy policy. Follow Us. Get all the best how-tos! X Help us do more We've been helping
billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade.
Let's do this! One of the easiest tasks you can do in your car is to check and replace a car fuse.
You can also watch a video tutorial at the end of this article or on our YouTube channel.
Although the video is done on a different type of car, it should help to learn the basic principles
on this matter. The car fuse is a deliberately weakened part of the installation so if a
short-circuit or overheating happens, the fuse melts and all the damage is in that the car
installation and devices are protected. If any of the electric or electronic devices suddenly stop
working without any visible reason wipers, cabin ventilator, radio, etc the fuse box is the first
place to look. This is a standard procedure. Every car fuse has its own amperage marked with

numbers 15 A, 30 A,35 A, etc. If you put a fuse with lower amperage it will burn out even if the
system is OK. However, if you put one with a larger amperage and the circuit is faulty, the fuse
will not melt causing damage to the electric installation, or can even cause a fire! The
installation and devices will both have power for some time and still stay protected. Check it out
as soon as possible in order to avoid further damage. There is something wrong either with the
installation or the devices. The box is mostly in an easy-to access-place like one side of the
steering column or under the hood , covered by a panel that you can open. This schematic is a
mirror image of the fuse box layout. Its purpose is to help pull out the burnt fuse. You can also
use a pair of pliers. If you want and have the means make a double-check with the multi-meter.
Make sure you insert the car fuse tightly in the slot. Short Content. It only takes a minute to sign
up. My car was recently stolen in the middle of the night, and I just bought a replacement. I'd
like a simple, cheap way of disabling the vehicle, and I was thinking of doing something like just
pulling the fuel pump fuse out every night. However, I ran across this comment in another post
:. I'd also rather not pull the fuel pump fuse or relay, because that seems like a recipe for
coming back to a dead battery should the car be targeted. Is there some fundamental problem
with leaving the fuel pump fuse out over night, or is it just an issue of the potential thief
cranking and cranking the engine in a futile attempt to start it and draining the battery? If it
matters, it's a 1. As a side note, my car apparently doesn't have a fuel pump fuse, so in the
mean time I'm pulling the starter fuse. If the starter can't turn, the thief isn't going to kill your
battery by cranking the starter until it dies. You could install a hidden button and connect it to
the starter wire between the ignition and the relay , so you need to press the button and turn the
key to start the engine. Unfortunately, simply unplugging a fuse isn't going to stop a determined
thief, as they often tow cars away rather than going to the noise and effort of trying to start them
It would help to know what type of car it is but on a petrol vehicle, a quick and easy solution is
to remove the king lead from the coil it's the one that runs to the centre of the distributer cap.
No coil lead means no spark which on a petrol car means it won't start. I often pulled the fuel
pump relay breaker on my '85 Nissan ZX a long time ago when it was worth something. Because
it was a plastic pullout that contained the fuses it could not easily be replaced. It was also under
a plastic cover so looking under the hood would not reveal anything missing. I picked the fuel
breaker because it was the easiest one to pull out. It took about 30 seconds to lift the hood, lift
the cover and pull the relay. Sign up to join this community. The best answers are voted up and
rise to the top. Asked 5 years, 7 months ago. Active 1 year, 11 months ago. Viewed 45k times.
However, I ran across this comment in another post : I'd also rather not pull the fuel pump fuse
or relay, because that seems like a recipe for coming back to a dead battery should the car be
targeted. Improve this question. Robert S. Barnes Robert S. Barnes That sucks, Robert. I hope
you were able to recover the car and that it wasn't wrecked. Also, better a dead battery than a
stolen car. You should also look at this Answer I wrote a while back. Barnes Jul 3 '15 at
Paulster2 That question you linked to is the one I referred to in my question. I'm looking kind of
for a short term solution till I can get either a steering wheel lock, boot or something similar.
Sorry, I should have realized I'm not awake this morning. I just think it's a fairly easy and elegant
solution to the issue. I don't trust steering wheel locks because they are fairly easily defeated
though very visual and a good theft deterrent for those casual thieves. A boot, on the other
hand, is a great deterrent. Very few ways to defeat them. As for steering wheel locks, I came
across this article about how much thieves may be helped by the Club when I was researching
the question you quoted. Show 2 more comments. Active Oldest Votes. Improve this answer.
Add a comment. Unfortunately this won't work on a Diesel as these don't rely on spark plugs.
Steve Matthews Steve Matthews 23k 2 2 gold badges 34 34 silver badges 88 88 bronze badges.
Won't this have the same problem as the fuse approach, that a would-be thief may drain the
battery cranking the starter? Unlikely, a car thief doesn't want to sit in a car that's not running
whilst causing lots of noise by cranking. They would more likely move on to another vehicle. In
the event they do drain the battery, you will return to a car with a flat battery as opposed to
returning to find your car has been stolen, I know what I would prefer. Sign up or log in Sign up
using Google. Sign up using Facebook. Sign up using Email and Password. Post as a guest
Name. Email Required, but never shown. Featured on Meta. Visual design changes to the review
queues. Opt-in alpha test for a new Stacks editor. Linked Related 2. Hot Network Questions.
Question feed. It is easy to remove an old fuse box and put a new one into its place. Most of the
time, this work is done by professional electricians, but you can easily manage to remove the
old fuse box and add a new replacement. This may seem like a daunting task for a
non-professional, but it is not very complicated, and you should be able to manage it with only
basic skills. Follow the simple instructions below to effectively remove and replace your fuse
box within a matter of hours. You can do a lot of the electrical work around your home yourself,
but you will have to get permission from your local authority. Draw up some plans concerning

what you want to do in your home, and make sure that you give the building codes assessor full
details. You will have to obtain a special permit first for the service provider to cut the power to
the house when required to do the change-over. You'll probably also have to have an inspection
after you have completed the task. If all is by the code, you can then purchase your new fuse
box from a local hardware store. The main electrical power will have to be shut off by your
service provider. You may also be able to turn off the power from the electric meter if you have
the power key. Look for the meter under your fuse box, and then close down the power. You will
need to ensure that all of the power is completely shut down before you proceed. You can use a
current tester for this job. Take the lid off of the fuse box, and then remove all of the fuses using
your screwdriver. Unhook the wires using a pair of pliers, and leave them in place. Unscrew the
fuse box from the wall and remove it. You can now start to add the new fuse box. Remove all of
the front panels, and place the back against the wall. Screw it in tightly, so that the screws are
supporting the full weight of the box. You may want to tug it slightly to reassure yourself that
the box won't fall. Push the main wires back into place and re-attach them to the connections.
Make sure that you have the wiring properly done. Attach the fuses to their usual positions,
replacing any that seem old. Attach the fuse box's front panel, screwing in tightly. When this
has been done, have the main power turned back on, and then check your fuse box using a
voltmeter. We welcome your comments and suggestions. All information is provided "AS IS. All
rights reserved. You may freely link to this site, and use it for non-commercial use subject to
our terms of use. View our Privacy Policy here. Toggle navigation subscribe. Written by Jen S.
What You'll Need. Fuse box. Grounding mat. Basics Electrical. Related Posts Old Fuse Box circuit still powered after fuse removed. Good Afternoon Everyone. My house is 65 years old
and I think the fuse b Read More. Hi all. I was swapping out my old thermostat with a new
Honeywell Wifi ther Older home wiring question. I live in a old home half house is wired old
other half new well I wanted t Switch Fuse Box for Sub-Panel. Related Posts Issues with old
fuse box. Ok, I am experiencing an outage on outlets on a fuse breaker - so I took a Old Fuse
Box - circuit still powered after fuse removed. Old fuse box missing parts. Bought a house
withbthenold fuse box. Old fuse box - want to remove 2 wires, and cover remaining wires. I have
a fuse box that's old. I can't close the door all the way, because t Popular Articles. How to Wire a
Fuse Box. By Tim Bossie. How to Wire a Car Fuse Box. By Manuel Paucar. How to Replace a Car
Battery Fuse. By Anubhav Kapoor. How to Replace a Circuit Breaker Fuse. By Piyush Jain. How
to Clean a Fuse Holder. It is located under the hood in the engine bay, typically somewhere easy
to get to that is less likely to be damaged in a collision. However, it is common for there to be an
additional interior fuse panel inside the cab of the vehicle. This panel is commonly used for
interior electronics related to driver safety and comfort. The fuse box does not normally fail
unless the car has physical damage or electrical problems. These issues will need to be
resolved before you install a new box, or else the new box is likely to fail as well. Step 1:
Disconnect the battery cable. Disconnect the negative terminal connected to the battery. This
way no electricity will be running through the system during in the installation process. Step 2:
Locate and open the fuse panel. Open the hood and locate the fuse panel. It will have a cover
over the fuses and you will need to remove the cover to access the panel. Step 3: Disconnect
fuse box power supply. Once the lid is off and set aside, find and disconnect the power supply
to the fuses. There is a possibility the power supply is routed through the bottom. In that case,
skip to step 4 to remove the fuse box housing to access the wires, and then come back to step 3
before proceeding. It is most likely a single or set of red wires with a terminal connected with a
bolt, similar to the battery. Unbolt the connections and set aside. Remove any retaining bolts
holding the fuse box in place. They will be around the perimeter and may be different lengths,
so pay attention to where each bolt is located while removing it. Step 5: Remove and label the
wiring harnesses. Once you have removed the housing, you will see that there are more wires
connected to the fuse box routed to the miscellaneous systems and sensors they protect. Start
to remove them one by one. It is highly recommended that you properly label them using the
fuse diagram as you disassemble the panel. This eases confusion and can save you from
having to unnecessarily replace parts that will become damaged by crossed wires. Step 6:
Confirm replacement and transfer fuses. The replacement fuse box must be rated and designed
for your vehicle. Compare both parts and confirm that your replacement is an exact match.
Once you have confirmed this, installation with labeled wires should be simple. If you do not
have new fuses and relays for the panel, use the fuses from the old box. Make sure you are
putting them in the exact location they are rated for. Step 7: Reconnect the system wires. With
the fuses installed, you can start to reattach the various wires to all the systems the fuses
protect. If you labeled the wires as you disconnected them, compare the label to the diagram
and put the wires back in their assigned position. Crossing these wires can cause permanent
damage to the systems they are attached to. Different systems and different fuses are rated for

different amperages. After reconnecting, confirm that the wires are securely attached. Step 8:
Mount the new fuse box. Use the retaining screws to mount the new box in the same position as
the old fuse box. These need to be hand tightened. Step 9: Reattach the power supply.
Reassembly of the fuse box is complete when it is supplied it with power. Reattach the power
supply you set aside in step 3. If there is anything wrong with the terminals for the fuse box
power supply, you may need to replace the wire, or splice in a new connection. Reattach the lid
to fuse box. Make sure that the connection is secure and will not unscrew or disconnect from
engine vibration. Step Test the vehicle and accessories. Turn on the vehicle and test the fuel
pump relay and a few fuses. Continue to test radio function, windows, air conditioning, heater,
and other accessories in the vehicle that are connected to the new fuse panel. If one or more
functions was working before the replacement, but is not functioning after, check those fuses
one by one. Look for the correct amperage rating, unbroken filaments, and proper installation of
the fuse itself. Fuses play a large role in keeping the electronic systems in your vehicle safe.
Fuses are a cheap and easy way to keep from replacing more expensive parts of the vehicle.
Relays found in the fuse panel also protect the driver by keeping the large power supplies away
from the drive switches. The main unit that houses these fuses can be damaged by impacts,
water, weather, and a wide variety of variables. Replacing them can be done quickly and cost
effectively. If you need assistance with the replacement of your fuse box , a certified technician,
such as one from YourMechanic, can replace it for you at your home or office. The most popular
service booked by readers of this article is Car Fuse Box Replacement. Our certified mobile
mechanics perform over services, including diagnostics, brakes, oil changes, scheduled
mileage maintenances, and will come to you with all necessary parts and tools. Our certified
mobile mechanics make house calls in over 2, U. Fast, free online quotes for your car repair. Car
Fuse Box Replacement Cost. Service Location. Part 1 of 1: Removal of the fuse box Materials
Needed Owner's manual Socket set and wrench Screwdriver set Pen and tape for labeling wires
optional but recommended Step 1: Disconnect the battery cable. Note : Set the negative cable
aside where it will not make contact with metallic objects around it. You may need this for
reference at some point. Note : You may want to tape and label them for your convenience
during reinstallation. Note : Always keep bolts in a safe location while working. Use a magnetic
tray, plastic bag, or a container to keep the bolts together until you need them again. Note :
Check the status of your fuses before deciding to reuse them. Look for a broken filament inside
the viewing window on the fuse. If this is discolored or broken, the fuse is bad and you will need
to buy a replacement. Start with any in the hardest to reach positions and reconnect the easiest
ones last. Overtightening them may damage the screw housing. Always use these steps to
check the status and condition of your equipment. Step Connect the battery terminal. Reattach
your negative battery terminal. Home Articles. The statements expressed above are only for
informational purposes and should be independently verified. Please see our terms of service
for more details. Excellent Auto Repair Ratings. YourMechanic Auto Repair. Related Articles.
Recent Car Fuse Box Replacement reviews. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. John 36 years of
experience. Always great working with John! David 16 years of experience. I used David for a
used car inspection with a salvage title. David was very professional and able to complete most
of the job in the expected amount of time. I would not hesitate to recommended yourmechanic
or David to friends and family. David was a excellent and experienced mechanic. Ben 41 years
of experience. Ben was very knowledgeable and professional. Answered my questions fully. I
am very satisfied with this service. Extremely professional. Christopher 10 years of experience.
Chevrolet Silverado - Door will not open - Katy, Texas. Fast answered all questions told me
exactly what the cost was very polite and courteous!! I would ask for Christopher next time.
Need Help With Your Car? Related articles. With this frustration the urge may Read more. Like
Like other electronic systems on your vehicle, your headlights have a fuse that ensures
operation, but also protects against voltage fluctuations. In In most modern vehicles there are
usually two fuse boxes. There are so many things in a car that Related questions Electrical
problems with the car that started suddenly If all these problems started happening at the same
time then you will have to get the engine control module ECM tested to see if it is causing the
problems. The ECM controls all these lights using input from the Permanent fix to steering
wheel lock issue Hello. You can indeed disable the steering lock system by removing the fuse,
however you would need to get the vehicle started before doing so. The steering wheel lock
system uses an actuator that moves back and forth to lock Everything works fine except that
my phone doesn't detect the bluetooth and the usb port in arm rest is Hello, thank you for
writing in. Your are dealing with two separate issues. The USB port may need to be replaced, as
they are prone to failure, but make sure you check the fuse first. It should be located in Browse
other content. Schedule your Car Fuse Box Replacement today! Car Fuse Box Replacement
Price. How can we help? Read FAQ. If one of these systems ceases to function without warning,

your first stop should be the fuse box. Fuse boxes are essentially hubs that distribute
electricity. To protect the wiring, a fuse sits between the main bus line and the component â€”
the brake lights, for instance. Under normal conditions, the fuse allows electricity to flow from
the battery to the brake light switch, which, when depressed, sends that electricity to the brake
light bulbs. On the other hand, what if one day your brake lights cease to function? Your first
step should be to check the fuse. Unlike copper and aluminum wiring, fuses are made from a
softer metal. In case of a short circuit, the softer metal in the fuse heats up faster than copper
wiring would, causing the fuse to melt and cut off electrical flow through the circuit. Without
this protection, a short circuit could easily overheat the copper wiring and cause substantial
collateral damage or result in a fire. Testing the health of a car fuse typically requires no more
than a visual inspection or testing with an in-block fuse tester. Most fuse boxes come with a
fuse puller, a small plastic tool to remove and install fuses. You could use a pair of needle-nose
pliers, but you risk causing a short circuit or â€” in the case of older, glass fuses â€” breaking
the fuse before you get a chance to inspect it. Remove the fuse and hold it up to the light. The
small filament should be continuous from one side to the other. If the filament is melted, it
means that something overheated the circuit. If in doubt, use a multi-meter to check for
continuity across the two terminals. If the fuse has burned out, simply insert a new fuse of the
proper amperage rating in the slot. What if the fuse burns out again as soon as you insert it,
turn the car on or step on the brake? Do not replace the fuse with one of a higher amperage
rating. For example, if the brake light fuse is rated for 10 amps A , do not replace it with a 15 A
or 20 A version. If the fuse blows, this means that there is something wrong with the circuit and
the fuse is protecting the wiring as intended. Further diagnosis will be necessary to determine
the cause of the problem so you can fix it properly to prevent damage to the wiring and the rest
of your car. Image courtesy of Flickr. Know How. Ben has been taking things apart since he was
5, and putti
jeep radio wiring diagram
1986 dodge ram truck
2005 chrysler pacifica 3 8 engine diagram
ng them back together again since he was 8. Now, he writes on automotive topics across the
web and around the world, including new automotive technology, transportation legislation,
emissions, fuel economy and auto repair. Your email address will not be published. Save my
name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment. What Is a Fuse Box? How
to Test and Replace a Car Fuse Unlike copper and aluminum wiring, fuses are made from a
softer metal. Know Your Amperage What if the fuse burns out again as soon as you insert it,
turn the car on or step on the brake? Categories Know How Tags car fuse , electrical , electrical
fuse , electrical repair , electrical system , electronics , fuse , fuse box , wiring. Related Articles.
Benjamin Jerew View All Ben has been taking things apart since he was 5, and putting them
back together again since he was 8. Leave a Reply Cancel Reply Your email address will not be
published. Close Menu Overlay. Facebook Twitter Instagram YouTube.

