Jetta alternator

You may need to replace the alternator of the Volkswagen Jetta because of faulty parts or
because it has worn out. The Volkswagen Jetta alternator is located on the front passenger side
of the motor near the top. Replacing the alternator is a job that can be done in less than an hour.
You can replace the Volkswagen Jetta alternator yourself, saving you the time and money of
calling a mechanic to do the job for you. Locate the alternator of the Volkswagen Jetta near the
front of the engine. Unfasten the negative battery cable from the battery post with an open-end
wrench. Unplug the electrical wire connector plugs on the alternator by hand. Remove the nut
that is securing the electrical wiring harness that is attached to the alternator with a socket
wrench. Locate the adjustment slider below the alternator and loosen the bolt with a socket
wrench just enough to move the slider. Move the slider forward and take the drive belt off the
alternator, leaving it in place on the rest of the pulleys. Loosen the bolts on the top and bottom
of the alternator with a socket wrench and take them out of the alternator. Remove the alternator
from the bracket and out of the engine compartment. Place the new alternator in the bracket and
secure it by attaching and tightening the bolts. Place the belt around the alternator pulley and
move the slider back to add tension to the belt. Tighten the bolt on the slider while you are
applying tension to the belt. Attach the electrical wire connector plugs to the alternator by hand.
Connect the electrical wiring harness to the alternator with the nut. Attach the negative battery
cable to the negative battery post with an open-end wrench. Carl Pruit has been a freelance
writer since , specializing in service journalism and travel. His work has appeared on various
websites. Step 1 Locate the alternator of the Volkswagen Jetta near the front of the engine. Step
2 Unplug the electrical wire connector plugs on the alternator by hand. Step 3 Locate the
adjustment slider below the alternator and loosen the bolt with a socket wrench just enough to
move the slider. Step 4 Loosen the bolts on the top and bottom of the alternator with a socket
wrench and take them out of the alternator. Step 5 Place the new alternator in the bracket and
secure it by attaching and tightening the bolts. Step 6 Tighten the bolt on the slider while you
are applying tension to the belt. Allow the Volkswagen Jetta engine to cool down before
replacing the alternator to avoid burn injuries. A bad alternator can leave your Volkswagen Jetta
without power and unable to move. The battery stores enough voltage to be able to start the
engine without the assistance of an alternator. It is turned by a serpentine belt. Most of the time,
when replacing an alternator, the alternator itself is relatively affordable. Here are the most
common symptoms of a bad alternator in a Volkswagen Jetta:. The battery light is designed to
tell you that there is not enough voltage to properly charge the battery, or that the battery itself
is not holding the proper voltage. In rare occasions the service engine soon light may light up.
Outside of the battery warning light, a dead battery is the most common symptom of a bad
alternator. As the alternator can no longer supply your Jetta with an adequate power supply, it
will begin to feed off of the reserve in the battery. Once this battery reserve hits a certain level,
the vehicle will begin to run erratically and will no longer start when the key is turned. Often, the
battery light will come on, the alternator gets replaced, and then a few days later the vehicle
dies. Nearly any auto parts store will test your battery for free to see if it holds a charge. As the
ignition system is no longer able to produce a full powered spark, the engine will begin to
sputter and stall. If you find yourself in a position where you suspect that your voltage is
dropping, but you need to safely get off the highway, turn off everything that you possibly can.
That will allow all of the limited voltage in the battery to go to the ignition system. Dimming
headlights are one of the most common signs of a bad alternator in the Volkswagen Jetta. As
your Jetta begins to eat through the voltage stored in the battery, the headlights will begin to
fade. Many accessories in a vehicle require quite a bit of voltage. Heated seats, the blower
motor, power windows, and even the radio will work erratically or not work at all when the
alternator is bad. Some alternators go bad right away, and some slowly lose their ability to
charge under heavy loads. The ones that fail completely are easy to diagnose. The battery
drains and you are stuck with a vehicle that goes nowhere. The challenge is diagnosing an
alternator that is just not quite charging like it needs to be. You can easily diagnose it with
almost any multimeter. They should get brighter after the engine starts, since the voltage is
increasing by almost 2 volts. Now with the engine idling, rev it up a little bit. Did the headlights
get brighter as you increase the RPM? This is a very strong indication that the alternator has in
fact gone bad. This test depends a lot on you to notice very subtle differences in lighting. It
should not be used in substitute for checking the voltage as described directly above. Over the
life of any vehicle, the alternator is going to go bad. Good luck diagnosing the alternator in your
Jetta. If there is anything that you would like to add, please leave a comment below. Here are the
most common symptoms of a bad alternator in a Volkswagen Jetta: A typical alternator Battery
Light The battery light is designed to tell you that there is not enough voltage to properly charge
the battery, or that the battery itself is not holding the proper voltage. Dead Battery Outside of
the battery warning light, a dead battery is the most common symptom of a bad alternator. Dim

headlights Dimming headlights are one of the most common signs of a bad alternator in the
Volkswagen Jetta. Electric Accessory Issues Many accessories in a vehicle require quite a bit of
voltage. Volkswagen Jetta Bad Alternator Diagnosis Some alternators go bad right away, and
some slowly lose their ability to charge under heavy loads. A multi-meter is the most effective
tool for diagnosing a bad alternator Get a multimeter. Set it to read voltage. With the engine off,
you should get a reading somewhere between If you got Now, assuming that the alternator was
producing over 14 volts, go ahead and turn on the headlights, air conditioner, radio, and any
other accessory you can think of, and run the same test all over again. Conclusion Over the life
of any vehicle, the alternator is going to go bad. One of the most critical engine components in
your Volkswagen Jetta is the alternator. Before diving in and reading this section on Jetta bad
alternator symptoms, take a look at your battery posts. Are they clean and free of corrosion? If
they are covered in whitish crust, a good cleaning may be all that you need to do. All that you
need is a good terminal brush. If your alternator is no longer capable of charging the battery,
the battery light will come on. The alternator may be charging still, but just not enough to cover
the electrical needs of your Jetta. A dead battery is the end result of an alternator not charging
enough. Most parts stores or even Wal-Mart will do this for you free of charge. When your
alternator is going bad, one of the first things that you may notice is that the headlights and
dashboard lights begin to fade. Eventually the warning light will go on letting you know that the
battery is not charging. Being aware of the smells and sounds that your Jetta makes is a great
way to notice when something has gone wrong, and help you identify any potential alternator
problems. If you have reason to believe that your alternator is not charging the battery all the
way, and you are out and about, see if turning off all of the accessories including climate
control and lights that you safely can gets the warning light to turn off. If it does go off, at least
you know you can safely drive it somewhere with enough power going to the engine. Battery
Light If your alternator is no longer capable of charging the battery, the battery light will come
on. Dead Battery A dead battery is the end result of an alternator not charging enough. Fading
Lights When your alternator is going bad, one of the first things that you may notice is that the
headlights and dashboard lights begin to fade. Listen to Your Senses Being aware of the smells
and sounds that your Jetta makes is a great way to notice when something has gone wrong,
and help you identify any potential alternator problems. The alternator may have worn out
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