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The Mercury Sable is a range of automobiles that were manufactured and marketed by the
Mercury brand of Ford Motor Company. Introduced on December 26, as the replacement for the
Mercury Marquis , the Sable marked the transition of the mid-size Mercury product range to
front-wheel drive. From the to model years, the Sable was produced as a mid-size vehicle;
four-door sedan and five-door station wagon body styles were offered. For , the Sable was
withdrawn, replaced by the full-size Montego and mid-size Milan. For , the Sable was
reintroduced as a full-size car, offered solely as a four-door sedan. Due to declining sales, the
Sable was discontinued after the model year, leaving no Mercury counterpart of the
sixth-generation Taurus. The final Sable was produced on May 21, ; in total, 2,, Sables were
produced during its â€” production. The Mercury Sable nameplate was derived from the sable ,
a weasel-like mammal from Russia that is valued for its smooth, dark fur. During the
development of the Sable, Mercury had become one of the final American brands to adopt
front-wheel drive into its vehicle line. In place of a traditional auto show unveiling, the launch
was held an MGM Studios soundstage where Gone with the Wind was filmed. Ford workers
came into the room, which was decorated in space-age decor, holding cups shaped like flying
saucers and the Taurus and Sable were sitting behind a curtain. With the flashing of strobe
lights and a drum-roll, the curtain was pulled back and the two cars were revealed to the public.
Replacing the mid-size Marquis Cougar prior to sedan and station wagon, to protect its
investment, Ford produced both model lines for the model year. The Sable was on Car and
Driver magazine's Ten Best list on its release in and again in and As with its Marquis
predecessor, the Sable used unibody construction. The Sable is equipped with four-wheel
independent suspension. Ford's 3. However, the 3. Some also attribute this to reduced
under-hood cooling. The first-generation Sable was offered in two body styles: a four-door
sedan and a five-door station wagon. In an extensive departure from its Marquis predecessor,
the Sable sedan shares only its doors and roof stamping with the Taurus; with the exception of
its front fascia, the Taurus wagon derives its body from the Sable. To differentiate its roofline,
the B, C, and D-pillars of the Sable sedan were blacked out for a "floating roof" effect. During its
production, the first-generation Sable underwent few changes. For , the exterior underwent a
mid-cycle revision; the amber parking lamp lenses were replaced by clear units and sedans saw
revisions to taillamp lenses. While the Sable shared largely the same interior features as the
Taurus, in a departure from tradition, the Sable was designed with a model-specific dashboard
partly integrated into the door panels. For , the Sable underwent a redesign of the dashboard to
accommodate the addition of a driver-side airbag; a CD player was added as an option. For the
model year, the second-generation Sable was introduced. The interior of the Sable underwent a
redesign of the door panels, dashboard, and interior controls. The base "GS" and luxury "LS"
trim levels were carried over from the previous generation. A front cloth bench seat was
standard on GS sedans and wagons, although cloth bucket seats were available on GS sedans
only. Higher-end cloth bucket seats were standard on LS sedans, but a bench seat was a no
cost option. A front bench was standard on LS wagons, with bucket seats optional. Leather
seating surfaces were available on all LS Sables. In for MY , unpopular optional features such as
the " InstaClear " heated windshield were eliminated. The wagon version was available with
mostly the same options as the sedan versions. With both rear split seats in the upright
position, standard cargo capacity was It featured leather bucket seats, Taurus LX-style alloy
wheels, special cladding, and many leather wrapped interior trim parts. The third-generation
Sable was introduced for the model year. As before, the Sable returned as a four-door sedan
and five-door station wagon. While mechanically identical to its Ford Taurus counterpart, the
sedans of the two model lines shared less sheetmetal than before, with only the front doors,
hood, and front fenders common between the Taurus and Sable as before, the Sable served as
the basis for Ford and Mercury station wagons. In contrast to the oval-influenced roofline of the
Ford Taurus, the Sable was styled with a sloped roofline with a rectangular rear window; the
model received its own front and rear fascias. The trim lines saw a minor revision, with the
Sable G introduced as a new entry-level model and the Sable LTS discontinued. For higher
sales volumes, the GS and LS made their return, offered both in sedan and station wagon form.
For the Sable G and GS, the standard engine was the 3. For the Sable LS, the standard engine
was a 3. For , the Sable underwent several cost-cutting revisions; several features of the LS
became available on the GS as options. The Sable received another redesign in for MY , which
minimized some of the oval design elements from the model, replacing them with more
conventional styling. The suspension was also softened to appeal to a broader, non-sporting
audience. The Sable included extra equipment on every trim level, including a CD player and
power driver's seat on the GS, and a power moonroof or leather interior on the LS. Inside were a
new instrument cluster and steering wheel. Due to the Mercury brand's discontinuation in
Canada, the fourth generation Sable was never available in the Canadian market. Thus it was

unique to the US and Mexico. The Mercury Montego and Milan were launched as replacements
for the Sable. The last Sable left the Atlanta plant on April 29, The fifth-generation Mercury Sable
was launched for the model year. Developed as a mid-cycle update of the Mercury Montego, the
production vehicle revived the more widely-recognized Sable nameplate at the Chicago Auto
Show. While approximately 10 inches shorter and pounds lighter than the Grand Marquis, the
fifth-generation Sable was the first produced as a full-size car. For the first time, the model line
was offered exclusively as a four-door sedan no Mercury counterpart of the Taurus X wagon
was developed. Front-wheel drive remained standard, with all-wheel drive becoming an option
for the first time. In the transition from the Montego to the Sable, a number of changes were
made to the body and chassis. The fifth-generation Sable adopted the trim lines of the Montego
and Milan, with an unnamed standard trim level and a top Premier trim. Water pumps on the to
Mercury Sable equipped with the 3. The water pumps on these engines are internally mounted
and driven by the timing chain. As a result, when they fail, antifreeze is dumped directly into the
crankcase; mixing with engine oil and potentially damaging the head gaskets and connecting
rod bearings. Many of these water pump failures occur without warning and repairs often cost
thousands of dollars as the engine needs to be disassembled or removed from the vehicle to
access the water pump. In some cases, the engine will need to be replaced outright. A class
action lawsuit was started against Ford as a result of this issue. During MY , Mercury introduced
a special edition of the Sable called the "LS Monochrome Edition", which as an option would
color the bumpers, side trim, and wheels white. Keeping with the name, only 50 were sold,
combined between GS and LS models. It was meant to use the SHO's chassis, interior, and
suspension, but not the engine. The Sable LTS remained in a " development hell " until mid
when it was introduced as a high end version of the Sable, but by then, it was just a highly
optioned LS. An unknown number of these Sables still exist, but a pristine condition GS in this
trim was sold on eBay in It was built from a sedan chassis and featured a completely custom
two-door body with a custom folding top. However, it was shelved; the only one sat in a
warehouse for years until it was given a VIN , titled, and driven. It was sold on eBay in In an
article in Automotive News circa an all aluminum "body in white" was made for a Sable. At the
time Audi had just released the A8, so it might have been an engineering exercise for
constructing all aluminum frames, as Jaguar has now. Whatever became of the "Aluminum
Sable Unibody", or if there was more than one, is unknown. From Wikipedia, the free
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