Troubleshooting western snow plow

Western SnowPlows are at the top of their game as one of the foremost four-wheel drive pick-up
truck and SUV snow plow manufacturers. The best products provide the best results. But even
the best products experience problems. When you are on the job, digging businesses and other
clients out of the latest snow storm, you do not want to be caught with your plow out of service.
And when you do experience problems, you need to know how to fix them quickly without the
help of a qualified service dealer. You need to know how to troubleshoot your snow plow. The
motor is the heart and soul of the snow plow. If it will not function properly, nothing will be
accomplished. There are a few possible reasons why the motor will not function. The motor may
not be receiving power from the battery. If this is the case, there is a problem with the wiring
itself, the cab control or the harness fuse. These items may need simple repairs or percent
replacement. The motor relay may not be grounded, which is another call for a wiring assembly
replacement. If the motor relay itself does not operate, the motor relay will need to be replaced.
The connection between the motor and the battery may be incomplete. Clean the battery
contacts and the cables, and reconnect them to test the connection. It is also possible that the
motor is just worn out and in need of replacement. Keep an extra motor on hand so you are not
out of commission for a few days waiting for a new unit to arrive. It is also possible that the
hydraulic pump has seized. A seized pump will also need replacement. Keep extra parts on
hand, so you can replace parts immediately when these issues arise. The snow plow blade
assembly itself can experience any number of problems. It is easy to know that the blade
assembly is malfunctioning because the motor itself is working properly. An easy fix and
possible cause of the problem is that either the incorrect hydraulic fluid is being used, or the
fluid level is too low. If the wrong fluid is in the system, replace the existing fluid with the
correct fluid, or top off the hydraulic system with the correct fluid type, and test the functionality
of the blade. If this is the case, remove the accumulated snow and ice, and test the functionality.
The hydraulic pump may also be clogged; the pump filter will have to be replaced, and he
hydraulic system will have to be flushed and refilled before the plow will function properly. The
vehicle battery may lack power. Replace the battery. Inspect the charging system to be sure it is
functioning properly as well. Other problems may be related to the cartridge valves. If the
cartridge valves are either sticking or damaged to any degree, the snow plow blade will
malfunction. In any case, the cartridge valves will either need to be cleaned or replaced
depending on their condition. Hydraulic oil leaks usually come from the hydraulic pump. There
are three reasons for the oil leaks. The first is that there may be damage to the exterior of the
pump unit. There may also be loose or damaged o-ring plugs. Also, the pump shaft seal may be
damaged to some extent. In all cases, there is an immediate environmental and operational
need to repair the problem quickly. External damage will require replacing the reservoir if
repairs cannot be completed. O-rings can be replaced easily enough if you have replacements
on hand. If the pump shaft seal is damaged, it, too, will need replacement. It is vital to have the
replacement parts on hand to keep down time to a minimum. Do not be caught out in the snow
without a working plow. He has been writing, editing and proofreading for more than six years.
His work shows up all over the Internet and takes the form of articles and full website content.
Western SnowPlows Troubleshooting. Forums New posts Search forums. Media New media
New comments Search media. Members Current visitors New profile posts Search profile posts.
Log in Register. Search titles only. Search Advanced searchâ€¦. New posts. Search forums. Log
in. How has the weather been in your neck of the woods? Please Click here to take our Winter
Weather Survey, we would appreciate it. JavaScript is disabled. For a better experience, please
enable JavaScript in your browser before proceeding. Thread starter gla Start date Jan 8,
Location Coralville, Iowa. I am having problems with my second wiring harness on my truck.
This is what my dealer explained to me as the problem and fix. The trouble seems to be with the
multi-pin connector on the truck side of the harness. The connectors widen out and no longer
make contact with some of the electrical pins on the plow side connector and some of the
functions stop working on the plow. This time it's the angle right that will no longer work. I
verify this by having someone activate the right angle on the controller and hear no pump motor
running on the plow. The one thing I have yet to try is a different controller to see if it is a
problem within the controller itself. Barring that any ideas on fixes or am I about to fish a new
harness thru my truck again. Thank you. Location Newmarket, Ontario. I have a 7 year old
Western plow and had problems with the plug ins 2 years ago. The parts are not that cheap and
I was looking for a fast fix. I cut both ends off the wiring harness and replaced them with trailer
plug ins. I used a 6 wire and a 4 wire plug in. All the wires are color coded and I just made sure
that I put the matching ones together. Peopleeater Senior Member. Location S. Wiring Harness
Fix I wish I would have thought of the trailer wiring fix. I just replaced my truck side connector
with a repair harness. I didn't really want to go with a repair harness, but that is what got
ordered and payed for and wanted to get it done. Then wrapped the whole group of wires in yet

another layer of electrical tape. Headlight connector I had to solder because this harness was
for a Dodge and they had a cheap 2 to 1 blue connector, these don't last with no vibration or
weather. I hope this will stand up to the weather for at least a few years, then I will have to go
with trailer wiring!! Crash Club Member. Location grand rapids, Michigan. GL, Alot of times, we
take a pair of channel lock pliers and give the truck side connector a good squeeze before we
go and replace anything. On some of the older plow side connectors you can also take an awl to
the center of the pins and give a the awl a push to open the pins back up, just becare that you
dont jam the awl in to far and over open the pins. You're all very helpful. I never thought of any
of these ideas. But, in this case, it was the controller. I have a spare and plugged it in and the
right angle worked again, but I will keep your suggestions in mind and very useful! Thanks so
much to all of you. Jason Pallas Senior Member. Hey CET I had the same problem about 4 years
ago and used the trailer hitch hook-up thing too. Just remember the Dilectric Grease!!!!!! I
you're gonna toss that old controller, I'll pay you to send it to me so I can fix it! Glad you could
fix the problem with the controller - it's a lot easier fix than the wiring harness connections. The
9 an 12 pin plugs are available in just a replacement end that takes a little wire splicing. As for
the controller, both the joystick and handheld have a replaceable PC board that cost about half
of a whole controller, just takes removing a few screws, switching boards and re-installing
screws. Hopefully this saves you guys from paying for alot more than you need to. Location nh.
Crash Mine was a 9 pin. Canadian for just the truck side. I thought that was a little high. The
night it actually broke I put them together with heat shrink tubing to get through the night.
Location Niagara Falls, Ontario. We had a similar problem with the Boss plow back in around or
so. The solution as stated above was a pair of trailer plugs small one for lights, large one for
hydraulic control. Here's my two cents: Find a local parts dealer for tractor trailers and use
those plugs Mine came from Archer Trucks in St. They are the same as the ones you find in
Canadian Tire or equivelent but are not cheapie plastic or tin, but are actual die-cast heavy duty
pieces. They have been on for at least four seasons now. Not even the springs for the covers
have gone bad yet! I found the OEM hookups to be really lacking in quality. I can get a few pics
if anyone is interested. MickiRig1 PlowSite Veteran. Location Akron Ohio - North Hill. You think
dielectric grease from the start would of helped? Man I swear by the stuff! It seals from moisture
and lubes connections. Never had a problem when I used it. You must log in or register to reply
here. Plus, electrical problems can cause big headaches. However, understanding the
electricals might prevent a trip to the shop. Another helpful tool is a multimeter, which can help
determine the strength of a connection and whether a wire is too internally corroded to offer the
required level of resistance to ensure continuity in a wiring harness. Photo courtesy of Morguef
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ile. Know How. Having been bitten by the car bug at a young age, I spent my formative years
surrounded by Studebakers at car shows across Quebec and the northeastern United States.
Over ten years of racing, restoring, and obsessing over automobiles lead me to balance science
writing and automotive journalism full time. I currently contribute as an editor to several online
and print automotive publications, and I also write and consult for the pharmaceutical and
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