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a second life. The dashboard gauges in your car tell a complex story about everything from
your current rate of speed to the state and health of your engine, and even whether or not
things like your headlights are switched on. Different vehicles have different gauges, and some
instrument panels are much more complicated than others. When one gauge stops working, the
problem may be in the gauge itself or a bad sensor, while all the gauges cutting out at the same
time often indicates a blown fuse or a defective instrument cluster. The most common causes of
the gauges in a car not working can be broken down into three scenarios:. None of the gauges
work. There are a lot of different types of instrument cluster designs and configurations, but
when all of the gauges in a car stop working at once, the problem is usually either a fuse or
wiring problem. The first step in diagnosing this type of issue is to identify the fuse associated
with the instrument cluster or gauges. The fuse should have power on both sides when the
ignition key is turned to the on position. If the fuse is good, the next thing you or your mechanic
will want to do is to check for power at the individual gauges. This usually requires removing
the instrument cluster, which can be quite difficult and time-consuming in some vehicles. At a
bare minimum, you will probably have to remove some trim pieces and unscrew the cluster to
pull it free. The difficulty level is usually on par with installing a new car radio , so if you're
comfortable with that job, you can probably handle this one. You may be able to check the
ground by looking up under the dash with a flashlight, but you will have to actually remove the
instrument cluster in many cases. When the gauges seem to move erratically, or they are
pegged at the highest possible reading, the problem is usually a bad component like an
instrument voltage regulator or a bad ground. Erratic gauges, or gauges that seem to read
uniformly low, are usually caused by a bad instrument voltage regulator. In some cases, you
may be able to remove the regulator, clean the connector terminals, and reinstall it. Gauges that
all read full all the time are usually caused by a loose or bad ground. In some cases, you may
find that the entire instrument cluster is bad. Early electronic instrument clusters had digital
readouts much like an LCD alarm clock, while the modern equivalent often simulates analog
gauges in a much more sophisticated way. In either case, diagnosing and repairing or
reconditioning this type of instrument cluster is outside the realm of the typical do-it-yourselfer,
unless you want to just replace the entire thing and hope for the best. When a single gauge
stops working, the problem is either in the gauge, the wiring, or the sending unit. If you are
comfortable locating and removing sending units and sensors, you can diagnose this type of
problem yourself. Using your coolant temperature gauge as an example, the diagnostic
procedure involves locating and disconnecting the sending unit. With the ignition on, the gauge
should register cold. If you connect the sending unit wire to ground, the gauge should switch to
read hot. If the gauge moves as expected, then you can suspect a bad sending unit. Similar
tests can be performed on all of the gauges in your instrument cluster, although the specific
procedures can differ from one application to another. While all gauges can be either analog or
digital, speedometers are unique in that they can have either mechanical or electrical inputs. All
other dash gauges are connected to sensors or sending units via wires, while your
speedometer may utilize either a speed sensor or a physical cable. In vehicles that use cables,
the speedometer is physically coupled to the transmission via a cable. The cable is usually
square on both ends or square on one end and slotted on the other. When the cable breaks, the
gauge may not move at all, or it may jerk a little intermittently. The fix for that problem is to

simply replace the speedometer cable, which involves unbolting it from the transmission,
disconnecting it from the instrument cluster, and then sliding it through the firewall. In many
cases, this also requires removing the instrument cluster itself. Most modern cars and trucks
use speed sensors instead of cables, and the transition started in the s. Some vehicles even
have both a speed sensor and a cable, in which case the cable usually drives the speedometer
while the speed sensor or wheel sensor tells the computer how fast the vehicle is moving. The
only way to know for sure what your car has is to either look up your make, model and year or
to physically inspect the back of the instrument cluster. If there is no cable attached to the back
of the cluster, then your vehicle has a speed sensor. In vehicles that have speed sensors, the
easiest way to determine whether the sensor or gauge is bad requires the presence of a cruise
control system. The reverse is also true, so if both your speedometer and cruise control are
malfunctioning, you can suspect a bad speed sensor or faulty wiring. In less common
circumstances, the electronic control unit ECU could also be malfunctioning. If you take your
car to a qualified technician, they will be able to connect to the ECU to read trouble codes and
other data. Using specialized testing equipment, they will also be able to actually test the speed
sensor itself. While many vehicles have gauges that show specific information about everything
from the state of the charging system to the temperature of the coolant, some cars and trucks
have warning lights. These warning lights are designed to illuminate when the input from a
sending unit or sensor falls outside the expected range. So instead of a needle telling you that
your coolant is degrees Fahrenheit, and in the red danger zone, a similarly red warning light will
blink on to inform you that the coolant is hotter than it should be. These lights, and others like
your check engine and ABS light , are designed to come on when you turn the ignition key to
the on position, which is referred to as a bulb test. If one or more of the lights fail to illuminate,
it usually just means that the bulbs are burned out. This type of problem is diagnosed the same
way as a gauge that doesn't work so you will have to check for power at the appropriate fuse
and verify that the instrument cluster ground is okay. If those things check out, then the
problem is usually a bad sending unit or wiring. Regardless of whether you're dealing with
gauges or lights, the basic troubleshooting process will always be determined by the number of
failures that happen at the same time. So if it's just one gauge or light that doesn't work, you'll
follow one basic procedure, and you'll follow another if everything stops working at once. When
all of the gauges or warning lights in your car stop working at once, the problem is something
that all of the gauges and lights share in common. When only one gauge or light stops working,
the problem is either a bad sensor or a bad gauge. When a speedometer with a physical cable
doesn't work, the problem is a broken cable or bad speedometer. One of these solutions should
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This is a direct replacement dashboard. Dashboard has an oem sized radio opening which can
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and Ghia dash gauges, brake and seat belt warning lights, rear window defroster switches,
heater knob spotlight. These holders take the spade-style connector on the wire, instead of the
screw type. Holds 6 or 12v bulbs with cylindrical base. Looks and fits into the speedometer as
original. VW Beetle There is a calibration screw on the back of the guage. This gauge installs
readily without modification in the VW Beetles. VW Beetle Plastic replacement box much more
durable than original cardboard. We do have excellent reproductions of the earlier padded VW
Beetle dashboards. These dashboards are listed and pictured here. These replacement Beetle
dashboards have original VW Beetle dashboard design: texture, fit and fastening. The removal
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Convertible and Sedan Part : L. Glove Box Lock With Clip. This box has a rectangular squeeze
release. Fits Standard Beetle, Super Beetle,. Does not come with bulb. This holder accepts the
"wheat base" bulbs. This is a popular 'cockpit' type or 'VDO' gauge. This unit threads into the
VW oil pressure port. Thread size is 10mm x 1mm. Unit has contact for the warning light. This
unit is threaded into the stock sump drain plate and sends the engine oil temperature to the
guage. Oil, generator, high beam and turn signal indicator light. Part : MF8. Part : N17 1. Knob
for Headlight and Ashtray. Knob: Headlight and Ash Tray, 5 mm. Knob: Headlight and Ash Tray.
Part : GRAY. Allows you to loosen or tighten these dashboard washers without marring your
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for Removing and Installing Glove Box. Printer friendly. Important Information. There are no
reproductions being made of the padded dashboard replacements for and later Super Beetles.
Your best bet for VW Super Beetle dashboard replacement restoration would be our dashboard
overlay kit. It is glued on to cover the cracked dashboard. The overlay dashboard kit cover is
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over the prepped original dashboard, and then gluing on the overlay with adhesive. Continue
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, , , , , and Important Links Shipping Warranty. Our dune buggy gauges are designed to provide
you with a way to personalize your dashboard while, at the same time, making sure that speed,
voltage and other readings are accurate. From VW temperature gauges to fuel level indicators,
we have a wide selection of designs and brands to choose from. As one of the most relied upon
components in a dune buggy, VW gauges are designed to be accurate and fairly easy to
maintain. On specialized vehicles such as sand rails based on the VW, a speedometer and other
accurate gauges can prevent accidents and other car troubles. Dune buggy gauges need to be
durable and have a high level of visibility because they are often used in locations that can
cause problems for less hardy vehicles, such as deserts or sandy beaches. From the VW
voltmeter to your vehicles fuel levels, you should always make sure that everything reads
accurate to prevent yourself from getting into trouble. As much as possible, install only the
right components that will guarantee you a smooth ride and trouble-free days on the road.
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