Wiring a shaver socket diagrams

There are two types of shaver sockets available, those with transformers and those without.
Only the transformer socket can be fitted in the bathroom, because the it isolates the supply
from the mains, making it safer and suitable for bathroom use. A shaver socket with a
transformer must conform to British Standard BS to be suitable for bathroom use. Shaver
sockets without transformers must never be installed in bathrooms, but can be installed in the
bedroom instead. Shaver sockets can be install a shaver socket either by connecting to a ring
main with a junction box see Adding a spur to a ring circuit from a junction box or from an
earthed lighting socket. The spur from the ring main must be fitted with a 3amp fused
connection unit before connecting to the shaver socket see Fitting a Fused Connection unit.
The fused connection unit should never be installed in the bathroom. Do you have a question or
comment about this topic? Toggle navigation. Home How to Installing a Shaver Socket. Cost:
Difficulty:. Caution Electricity is dangerous and can be hazardous. In doubt? Call a qualified
electrician. There are currently no related questions for this topic. Advice on installing a shaver
socket to update your bathroom. Find out how to fit a shaving socket. Be sure where they are
allowed to be fitted and understand the shaver socket regulations. See a wiring diagram how to
wire your shaver socket when installing it. Don't want to do this job yourself? Let us help you
find a tradesman local to you. Warning: To complete electrical works you must comply with
Electrical Regulations. Click here for more information. There are two distinct types of shaver
socket, one with a transformer to low voltage for use in bathrooms and the other without a
transformer which may be placed in any other area of the home, typically a bedroom. Shaver
sockets are available as separate units and are also available as part of a multi-functional unit,
such as a light and also an illuminated mirror. Shaver sockets without transformers should not
be used in a wet area such as a shower room or bathroom. When choosing a shaver socket for
a bathroom, look for the British Standard BS Both types of shaver socket should be connected
through an FCU or Fused Connection Unit, with the lowest fuse rating e. Fused Connection
Units can be switched, un-switched and another type incorporates the flex which is fed out from
the face of the box. Usually FCUs will be mounted onto a junction box and they can also be
added to a ring main or to a spur, as part of the ring main. In certain situations, it is possible to
add a shaver socket to the lighting circuit of the room; however it is probably best to consult
with a qualified electrician before attempting this, especially in a bathroom situation. Using
electrical equipment in bath or shower rooms has always needed great care to ensure safety.
The IEE Wiring Regulations 16th Edition identified particular Zones within the bathroom to
indicate what type of electrical equipment that can be installed, within each Zone. Providing the
Shaver socket is reduced to V it should go in zone 2 or preferably, zone 3, never in zone 1.
There should be no V sockets in the bathroom at all. Dual Voltage shaver sockets are also
available and have the advantage that they can be used for volt or volt appliances. Some
electric toothbrushes have charging units with a 2-pin plug, suitable for use in a shaver socket,
so the socket can be used for them also. Ideally look for a model with double wound isolating
transformer, integral overload protection and shutters for safety. This example requires a
standard 2 gang 47mm back box. The actual installation of units like this is fairly
straightforward. Work should be carried out only by a qualified electrician. The unit should be
earthed. Once the mounting box has been correctly installed, the supply terminals situated
below the cover should be loosened and the incoming cables should be connected to the
terminals as shown in the diagram below: the live brown and red to the left hand terminal,
marked L and the neutral blue or black to the right hand terminal N. The shaver unit can then be
fitted to the mounting box with the screws provided. The mains supply can then be switched on
again. Reader comment : Steve contacted us with this valid point, which we thought would be
useful to share with you:. The transformers in shaver sockets are not to provide low voltages
although, they are of course used to produce V. The transformer is there to provide electrical
isolation from the mains older shaver sockets offering V used an autotransformer, with a centre
tap on a single winding and should never be re-used on a new installation as they provide no
mains isolation. So people should be very careful of those. All project content written and
produced by Mike Edwards , founder of DIY Doctor and industry expert in building technology.
Apologies, but we don't seem to have a video for this project yet, but we will do our best to get
one up soon. Find a tradesman now! Twitter Facebook Pin It Buffer. Project Menu Project Menu.
Bathroom Zones for Shaver Sockets Zone 0 â€” the interior of the bath or shower which can
hold water Zone 1 â€” the area directly above zone 0, limited vertically to 2. Zone 2 also includes
any recessed window with a sill next to the bath Providing the Shaver socket is reduced to V it
should go in zone 2 or preferably, zone 3, never in zone 1. Wiring Diagram for Shaver Socket
Reader comment : Steve contacted us with this valid point, which we thought would be useful to
share with you: The transformers in shaver sockets are not to provide low voltages although,
they are of course used to produce V. Back to the Top. Find a Reliable Local Tradesman. Don't

fancy doing this project yourself? We work with the industries best to ensure that we
recommend only reliable and trustworthy tradesmen. Let DIY Doctor help you find a tradesman.
More Help. Give us Some Feedback! Was this page useful:. First Name: required. Email
Address: required. We read and respond to all feedback by email. To allow us to do so you will
be added to our email list, however you can unsubscribe at any time using the links at the
bottom of any of our emails. Find out more in our privacy policy. Any DIY questions should be
posted to our Forum. Footer DIY Doctor. Follow us on Twitter. Follow us on YouTube. Follow us
on Pinterest. Follow us on Tumblr. The increasing popularity of bathroom products such as
electric toothbrushes and the rise in male grooming products means that the bathroom shaver
sockets is as vital as ever. If you need to fit a shaver socket in your bathroom, the process is
manageable, but needs to be done right so that it is safe, functional and looks the part. The first
step to take is to know the position of where the electricity supply and cables run through your
home. Another important thing is to know how the shaver socket should be connected into the
power mains; this information may also affect the position in your bathroom where the shaver
socket is best located. The best place to fix the shaver socket is by a mirror or close to the sink.
Using a pencil, you can inscribe a mark on your wall for the new socket, using a balance to
ensure that the socket position is straight. The shaver socket should of course be inserted
correctly. The first part of this is to cut the correct size hole in the wall, provided the position for
the shaver socket has been marked. If the socket is being placed into plasterboard wall, it
should be a simple cut. If the shaver socket will be on a stone or brick wall, you may need a
more heavy-duty tool. The shaver socket should be secured into the wall by using screws with
everything firmly in place. The next step is to attach the wires. The trickiest aspect of the
process is wiring the shaver socket up to the main power. Prior to commencing any work with
the wiring, ensure to turn off the electricity supply at the power mains. From behind the shaver
socket, you can route the wires through your walls and up to the mounting box. This is a key
step for anyone fitting a shaver socket. When wiring, ensure to link the earth, neutral and live
wires after connecting the wires in your shaver socket to their corresponding terminals. This is
a vital part of the process, so if you need more information on this then ensure you check the
wiring diagram carefully and follow the colour coding techniques. Ensure that the shaver socket
is sealed properly and that everything remains secured with waterproof sealant to prevent water
from entering the electrical circuit, which is a particular risk in a bathroom environment. With a
circuit tester, test the shaver socket to see if it is properly working. Check all of the connections
to ensure that you are not experiencing any problem after installation. Finally, we share a
further reminder to ensure that the safety of your work should be paramount at each part of the
process. If possible, get the work checked by an accredited electrician. All
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safety processes should be applied throughout and the correct electrical items should be
utilised in order to prevent electrical fires and other problems that can be caused by improper
wiring. Experienced staff on hand. Blog Post. How to Fit a Shaver Socket The increasing
popularity of bathroom products such as electric toothbrushes and the rise in male grooming
products means that the bathroom shaver sockets is as vital as ever. Back to table of contents
Cut the Socket Space The shaver socket should of course be inserted correctly. Back to table of
contents Connect Your Wires The next step is to attach the wires. Back to table of contents
Carry Out Safety Checks Finally, we share a further reminder to ensure that the safety of your
work should be paramount at each part of the process. Back to table of contents. Branch Finder
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